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Abstract 

This research paper explores the relationship between realism and social protest in selected plays of Arthur Miller, 

focusing primarily on Death of a Salesman, All My Sons, The Crucible, and A View from the Bridge. Miller 

transformed modern American drama by combining realistic dramatic techniques with strong social criticism. His 

plays portray ordinary individuals struggling against economic pressures, moral corruption, social injustice, and 

political oppression. The study comparatively examines how Miller employs realism not merely as a literary technique 

but as a vehicle for social protest. Through thematic analysis, dramatic structure, characterization, symbolism, and 

socio-political interpretation, the paper demonstrates that Miller’s drama reflects the anxieties of twentieth-century 

American society. Facts, comparative tables, and critical perspectives are included to support the analysis. 
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Introduction 

Twentieth-century American drama witnessed major transformations through the contributions of Arthur Miller. 

Miller emerged as a playwright deeply concerned with the moral and social conditions of modern society. Unlike 

dramatists who focused purely on entertainment, Miller used theatre as an instrument of ethical inquiry and social 

criticism. 

His dramatic realism evolved from the traditions of Henrik Ibsen and Anton Chekhov, yet Miller expanded realism 

beyond domestic representation into political and social protest. He addressed issues such as: 

• Capitalist exploitation  

• The collapse of the American Dream  

• War profiteering  

• Political persecution  

• Social hypocrisy  

• Moral disintegration  

Miller stated: 

“Society is inside man and man is inside society.”  

This statement summarizes the foundation of his dramatic philosophy. 
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Objectives of the Study 

1. To examine realism in Arthur Miller’s selected plays.  

2. To analyze social protest as a major thematic concern.  

3. To compare dramatic techniques used across the plays.  

4. To evaluate Miller’s criticism of American social structures.  

5. To study the relationship between individual tragedy and collective responsibility.  

Research Methodology 

This research follows an analytical and comparative approach based on: 

• Primary texts of selected plays  

• Literary criticism  

• Sociological interpretation  

• Historical analysis  

• Comparative thematic study  

Secondary data has been collected from scholarly journals, literary reviews, and academic studies.  

Concept of Realism in Drama 

Realism emerged during the nineteenth century as a reaction against romanticism and melodrama. Realistic drama 

emphasizes: 

Features of Realism Description 

Everyday life Focus on ordinary individuals 

Natural dialogue Conversational language 

Social environment Realistic settings 

Psychological depth Inner emotional conflict 

Social issues Representation of societal problems 

Arthur Miller adopted these characteristics but added political consciousness and moral questioning. 

Social Protest in Modern Drama 

Social protest literature exposes injustice and challenges oppressive systems. Miller’s plays protest against: 

• Economic inequality  

• Corrupt capitalism  

• Political authoritarianism  

• Moral hypocrisy  

• Social alienation  

His theatre reflects post-Depression America, World War II anxieties, and McCarthy-era political tensions. 

Comparative Analysis of Selected Plays 

1. Death of a Salesman (1949) 

Death of a Salesman is Miller’s most celebrated social tragedy. 
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Realism in the Play 

The play realistically portrays: 

• Middle-class American life  

• Financial insecurity  

• Family conflict  

• Psychological frustration  

The protagonist Willy Loman represents the ordinary American struggling to achieve success. 

Social Protest 

The play protests against: 

• The illusion of the American Dream  

• Consumer capitalism  

• Materialistic values  

Major Themes 

Realistic Elements Social Protest Elements 

Urban family setting Critique of capitalism 

Everyday language Failure of American Dream 

Financial hardship Economic exploitation 

Father-son conflict Social pressure for success 

Psychological realism Dehumanization of workers 

The play uses memory sequences and symbolic realism to depict mental fragmentation.  

2. All My Sons (1947) 

All My Sons examines post-war American morality. 

Realism in the Play 

The drama is set within a realistic domestic environment and presents believable middle-class characters. 

Social Protest 

The play condemns: 

• War profiteering  

• Corporate greed  

• Moral irresponsibility  

Joe Keller knowingly sells defective airplane parts during World War II, causing the deaths of soldiers. 
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Comparative Dimensions 

Realism Social Protest 

Domestic realism Criticism of industrial greed 

Family-centered conflict Protest against unethical capitalism 

Natural conversations Exposure of moral corruption 

Realistic setting Collective social responsibility 

Miller shows that private crimes can become public tragedies.  

3. The Crucible (1953) 

The Crucible combines historical realism with political allegory. 

Realism in the Play 

The play realistically reconstructs the Salem witch trials of 1692. 

Social Protest 

The play protests against: 

• McCarthyism  

• Political hysteria  

• Abuse of authority  

• Ideological persecution  

Political Realism 

Realistic Features Protest Features 

Historical setting Criticism of McCarthy trials 

Courtroom realism Exposure of political fear 

Religious society Protest against authoritarianism 

Human emotions Defense of individual freedom 

John Proctor symbolizes moral resistance against corrupt systems. 

4. A View from the Bridge (1955) 

A View from the Bridge explores immigrant identity and social tensions. 

Realism in the Play 

The play realistically depicts Brooklyn’s working-class immigrant community. 

Social Protest 

The drama addresses: 

• Illegal immigration  
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• Patriarchal authority  

• Social alienation  

• Human isolation  

Comparative Analysis 

Realistic Elements Protest Elements 

Working-class environment Social discrimination 

Family relationships Critique of patriarchal control 

Psychological conflict Protest against social isolation 

Community culture Tension between law and humanity 

Comparative Study of Realism Across Plays 

Play Type of Realism Main Social Protest 

Death of a Salesman Psychological realism Capitalism and American Dream 

All My Sons Domestic realism War profiteering 

The Crucible Historical realism Political persecution 

A View from the Bridge Social realism Immigration and patriarchy 

Comparative Study of Major Characters 

Character Play Social Conflict 

Willy Loman Death of a Salesman Economic failure 

Joe Keller All My Sons Corporate immorality 

John Proctor The Crucible Political oppression 

Eddie Carbone A View from the Bridge Social repression 

Each protagonist becomes a representative of larger social crises. 

Dramatic Techniques Used by Miller 

1. Psychological Realism 

Miller explores inner emotional struggles through: 

• Flashbacks  

• Memory scenes  

• Internal conflict  

2. Symbolism 

Symbol Meaning 

Seeds in Death of a Salesman Desire for legacy 

Broken machinery in All My Sons Moral corruption 

Fire and witchcraft in The Crucible Political fear 

Brooklyn Bridge in A View from the Bridge Social transition 
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3. Expressionistic Devices 

Miller blends realism with expressionism through: 

• Non-linear narrative  

• Sound effects  

• Lighting symbolism  

• Memory structures  

Facts and Figures Related to Miller’s Social Context 

Historical Event Influence on Miller’s Plays 

Great Depression (1929) Economic insecurity in Death of a Salesman 

World War II War ethics in All My Sons 

McCarthyism (1950s) Political allegory in The Crucible 

Immigration crisis Social tension in A View from the Bridge 

 

Miller’s Contribution to Social Realism 

Major Contributions 

1. Redefined modern tragedy through ordinary individuals.  

2. Combined realism with political criticism.  

3. Expanded social consciousness in American theatre.  

4. Made drama a platform for ethical debate.  

5. Humanized socio-political issues through personal stories.  

According to critics, Miller’s drama represents “social realism with moral urgency.”  

Critical Perspectives 

Marxist Interpretation 

Critics view Miller as exposing capitalist exploitation and class pressure. 

Sociological Interpretation 

His characters are shaped by social structures and collective expectations.  

Psychological Interpretation 

Miller portrays guilt, anxiety, repression, and emotional fragmentation.  

Findings of the Study 

The comparative study reveals that: 

1. Realism in Miller’s plays extends beyond surface representation.  

2. Social protest remains central to his dramatic purpose.  

3. Miller’s protagonists symbolize larger social struggles.  
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4. His plays combine personal tragedy with collective responsibility.  

5. Miller successfully integrated realism, symbolism, and political commentary.  

Conclusion 

Arthur Miller revolutionized modern American drama by combining realism with social protest. His selected plays 

reveal the tensions between individuals and society, morality and capitalism, truth and political power. 

In Death of a Salesman, Miller critiques capitalist dreams; in All My Sons, he exposes corporate greed; in The 

Crucible, he protests political oppression; and in A View from the Bridge, he examines social alienation and identity 

conflicts. 

Miller’s realism is therefore not passive imitation but active social intervention. His dramatic works continue to 

remain relevant because they address universal human concerns through realistic representation and moral inquiry. 
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