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Abstract 

The emergence of cryptocurrencies has had significant implications on the global financial system, affecting traditional 

financial institutions both positively and negatively. The research reviews the role of the cryptocurrency in the banking 

sector, its implications for financial stability, payments, investment markets and regulation. The study showcases the 

efficiency, transparency, and inclusion benefits of cryptocurrencies as well as the risks associated with them, including 

price volatility, cyber-attacks, and regulatory uncertainty. 

 Through qualitative secondary data analysis, the study examines how cryptocurrencies are impacting banking and other 

financial institutions. The study reveals that cryptocurrencies are changing the way banks operate and financial markets 

function but also pose risks to the financial system as a result of decentralisation. The study also looks at Central Bank 

Digital Currencies (CBDCs) as guard rail against unregulated cryptocurrencies.  

The research concludes that cryptocurrencies are unlikely to replace banks in the near future but will bring innovation. 

It finds there is a need for regulatory measures to ensure stability and inclusive financial development. 

 

Keywords: Cryptocurrency, Traditional banking, Financial stability, Blockchain technology, Financial markets, 

Regulation, CBDCs, Financial innovation. 

CHAPTER – 1 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.1 Background of the Study 

The financial world worldwide has been experiencing a significant change in the previous ten years primarily due to the 

pace at which electronic technology has evolved. Cryptocurrencies are one of the hottest products of this and these are 

essentially new digital assets that do not require a traditional bank or financial institution to operate in the middle. Bitcoin 

emerged in 2009 and essentially launched the decentralized finance movement by throwing a spanner in the works of 

everything having ever thought of money, how we pay, and how banks are at its centre. Cryptos are no longer simply 

peer-to-peer payments but they also encompass smart contracts, DeFi applications, or even tokenized other assets. 

 Historical financial systems are constructed on the basis of large institutional actors, banks, stock exchanges, regulators, 

etc. They have supported the world economies over the years through people placing a trust in the mediators, regulation 

and policy formulation. However, with the emergence of cryptocurrencies, we have realized that these systems are no 

longer the most efficient, inclusive, and transparent, particularly looking at cross-border payments, how we can get the 

poor into the system, and how expensive actually it is to move money. 
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 1.2 Evolution and Growth of Cryptocurrency 

Crypto initially was a small-scale technology project, but currently, it is a sensation in the financial sector. Initially it 

was viewed as an alternative to fiat, but it is beginning to gain momentum among investors, business people and even 

governments. The blockchain technology enabled the inability to lose or alter the transaction logs that are secure, 

transparent, and immutable, thus cryptocurrencies appear more stable and scalable. 

Over time, the crypto universe continued to grow larger and larger, there were altcoins, DEXs, stablecoins, and all those 

DeFi platforms. Institutional money and finance firms entered through this boom and this has assisted cryptos in taking 

root in the broader financial game. It can be seen by the increase in the market cap and trading volume that the effect of 

crypto on the traditional markets is only increasing.  

1.3 Concept and Characteristics of Cryptocurrency 

Cryptocurrency is simply an electronic currency which is encrypted to ensure their trades and provide control over the 

production of new coins. It is not issued by a central bank or government as it is in the case of fiat money. Rather it 

operates on decentralized networks based on blockchain technology. 

 Bitcoin, which was introduced in 2009, was the first that preconditioned a new decentralized financial world. 

Decentralization is one of the major characteristics: each transaction is verified by a network, no one authority, 

eliminating intermediaries such as banks. One more obviously large one is transparency- the majority of coins have 

public blockchains on which you can view all the transactions. They are also pseudonymous, as they allow transfer of 

money without publicly revealing your identity which is good privacy but bad regulation.  

Cryptos are also yell volatility, are not totally recognized as legal tender, and they are available across the globe. These 

aspects make them unlike the rest of the financial instruments and provoke even more doubts about their place in the 

existing framework. 

1.4 Overview of the Traditional Financial System 

The conventional financial system is simply a set of institutions, markets and tools that assist in the flow of money within 

an economy. Money is issued by the central banks, supply is regulated, and prices are stabilized. The commercial banks 

receive deposits and loan them to individuals and firms. 

The capital markets are concerned with long term financing in terms of stocks and bonds whereas regulators ensure 

stability, transparency and consumer protection. The entire set up is central control, compliance with laws and 

intermediaries. It has certainly been a huge economic development, yet has its share of severe challenges.  

1.5 Traditional Financial System: Institutions and Operations 

A classical financial system is an intricate network of banks, markets, instruments and laws that circulate money through 

the economy. It boasts central banks, commercial banks, non-bank financial institutions, capital markets and regulators. 

The main task that the system undertakes is to transfer savings into productive assets, capital distribution, risk 

management, and growth. Central banks deal with issuing of currencies, money supply, inflation and general stability. 

 Commercial banks are agents, who receive deposits and issue loans. Stock markets and bond markets allow companies 

to raise capital on a long-term basis and allow the investors to purchase and sell. The system is grossly centralized and 

it depends on the institutional trust and is subject to the control of regulators. 

 Although it has maintained its stability over decades, it is associated with high costs, inaccessibility to a large audience, 

slow transactions, and ineffective services, which opens the door to new developments in the field of cryptocurrencies. 

1.6 Blockchain Technology: Structure and Functioning 

Cryptocurrencies can only exist with the support of blockchain. Consider it as a distributed registry which records 

transactions in a chain of blocks. Each block contains a batch of transactions, a timestamp and a cryptographic hash 

connecting it to the last block- creating an impossible chain to tamper with. The decentralization of blockchain is a 

security to the system as no particular organization dominates it. 
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Each transaction is verified by consensus mechanisms such as Proof of Work or Proof of Stake, and this is a guarantee 

of integrity. Once a transaction is logged in, then it is virtually difficult to alter, and this generates a sense of trust and 

transparency.  

In addition to money, blockchain is also present in supply chain logistics, digital ID verification, and even payment of 

trades. In the standard finance community, blockchain would reduce expenses, enhance efficiency and enhance visibility. 

However, it is still inhibited by scalability, energy consumption, and regulatory loopholes. 

1.7 Financial Intermediation Theory 

The theory of financial intermediation was developed by Scott and Judge (1995). Financial Intermediation Theory 

describes the process through which banks and other institutions transfer money among individuals with surplus to those 

who require them. They reduce transaction costs, deal with risks and eliminate information asymmetries between 

borrowers and lenders. 

 Cryptocurrencies and decentralized finance (DeFi) applications put a spanner in this model by allowing individuals to 

trade without the involvement of banks. Additionally, people will be able to lend, borrow, and move money through 

blockchain and this may reduce the cost and increase efficiency. However, it also creates issues of consumer protection, 

credit risk and stability as a whole since there is no regulatory protective layer or institutional safety net. 

1.8 Monetary Theory 

Monetary theory examines the role of money- its supply impact, rates, inflation and stability. In the traditional system, 

money supply is regulated by the central banks and the rates are adjusted to manage the economy. Cryptocurrencies are 

not controlled by central banks and they typically have a fixed supply. 

That breaks the classic perspectives of financial domination and raises questions concerning sovereignty. Provided that 

crypto becomes a mainstream medium or store of value, it may subvert mainstream policy tools and complicate dealing 

with inflation. 

1.9 Interlinkages Between Cryptocurrency and Traditional Finance 

The connection between crypto and the traditional finance sector is relatively complex and it is constantly evolving. 

When crypto first emerged, it was primarily a threat to the established banking, though these days banks are even seeking 

opportunities to integrate blockchain into their routine operations.  

They are making cross-border payments, settlements and record keeping- basically to get things done in a shorter time 

and cost less. Meanwhile, crypto is squaring off with traditional finance, and the latter provided people with 

decentralized payment options, investment, or borrowing. This combination of competition and cooperation 

demonstrates that crypto is in fact changing the big finance landscape rather than simply destroying it. 

 1.10 Development of the Conceptual Framework 

The conceptual framework in this study is everything surrounding how crypto communicates with the primary 

components of the traditional finance system, which are banking operations, payment networks, monetary policy, and 

regulation. The point is that the adoption of crypto alters the efficiency, accessibility, and riskiness of finance, and this, 

in turn, affects stability and the effectiveness of the policy.  

Connecting theory to the real world of finance, this framework preconditions the exploration of the ways in which crypto 

upends the old order and guides the empirical research that we conduct. 

1.11 REGULATORY AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK: 

1.11.1 Global Regulatory Landscape of Cryptocurrency 

The rapid emergence of crypto has made governments and regulators around the globe take a stern look at how it can 

disrupt the stability of the financial system, consumer protection, and the economy. Contrary to standard financial 

instruments, crypto operates on cross-border decencies that are decentralized, and imposing regulations on the same is 

a nightmare. This is why there is no single universal system of rules concerning crypto in the world.  
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Global institutions and financial institutions have indicated that we should align in the manner we control crypto. The 

global regulatory environment is everywhere in the world, with open and innovation-friendly regulations on one end to 

strict regulations that attempt to limit the risks of crypto. That uncertainty breeds doubt and alters the pace of and in 

which crypto will blast off. 

1.11.2 Regulatory Approaches in Developed Economies 

Advanced nations are more likely to play it on the safe side but organized in the case of crypto regulations. They are all 

about implementing crypto into their existing financial frameworks, but not banning it, the US, the EU, Japan. They 

typically include laws on the protection of investors, against money-laundering (AML), and combating terror funding 

(CFT).  

Hungry, many developed countries enforce crypto exchanges to comply with licensing regulations, KYC measures, and 

reporting conventions to ensure that everything is visible and prevent unscrupulous use. Although the regulators are in 

favor of tech development, they remain concerned about swings in the market, systemic risk, and the level of awareness 

the consumers have. 

1.11.3 Regulatory Approaches in Developing Economies 

Emerging and developing economies competed, but are mostly beholden to crypto regulation. Cryptocurrency is 

considered a method to increase financial inclusion and digitalise the economy in certain locations and a threat to 

financial stability and control in others.   

Other developing countries have placed prohibitions or temporary restrictions on the trading and use of cryptocurrency 

citing reasons of capital flight, tax evasion and financial crime. Simultaneously, regulatory sandboxes are also considered 

by a number of governments as a way to test blockchain-based innovations under regulated conditions. According to the 

literature, regulatory capacity, technological preparedness, and economic priorities are some of the factors which play a 

major role in the determination of regulatory style in developing economies. 

1.11.4 Cryptocurrency Regulation in India 

In India, the regulatory approach to cryptocurrencies has been changing with time and it is an issue still under discussion 

in my coursework. RBI has always been concerned with the risks of cryptocurrencies such as the financial stability, 

consumer protection, and unlawful operations. In 2018, the RBI already warned the users and financial institutions not 

to engage with virtual currencies and that in itself is a massive red flag. Cryptocurrencies are not legalized in India; 

however, there is no systematic law to completely prohibit their usage as well, and because of this, the market continues 

to exist in a legal grey area.  

The issue of regulatory uncertainty has made the use and investment in cryptocurrency fluctuate, which I observed in 

my study of market data. The Indian government has underlined the necessity of a more balanced regulation framework 

that would take risks into consideration, but still provide room of innovation. Recent debates on central bank digital 

currencies (CBDCs) show that there is an increasing interest in the application of digital technology in a regulated 

system, which is intriguingly super for academic purposes. 

In order to evaluate the increasing importance of cryptocurrencies and mitigate the associated regulatory challenges, the 

Government of India established an Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC) in 2017 under the Ministry of Finance. The 

committee was headed by Shri Subhash chandra Garg who was then the Finance Secretary. Key representatives of 

the regulatory and governmental institutions such as the RBI, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) and 

other interested ministries were present members of the IMC. Its main aim was to consider the economic, financial, and 

legal consequences of cryptocurrencies in India, the opportunities of risks to the financial system and to suggest 

appropriate policy and regulatory solutions. The establishment of this committee shows the active attitude of the Indian 

government to the knowledge of cryptocurrencies and their possible influence on the regular system of finance, and it is 

a great example to present in my research paper. 
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1.11.5 Challenges in Cryptocurrency Regulation 

Regulation of cryptocurrencies poses a number of difficulties because of the lack of a centralized and borderless nature, 

which I have heard about during my lectures. Among the key obstacles is the fact that it is difficult to detect and track 

participants of cryptocurrency transactions, which makes it hard to enforce AML and KYC regulations. The 

pseudonymous character of transactions triggers the issue of tax avoidance, money laundering, and funding of unlawful 

operations, which keeps regulators on their feet.  

The accelerated rate of technology innovation in the cryptocurrency ecosystem is another issue. Regulatory systems are 

usually lagging behind trends like decentralized finance, non-fungible tokens and inter-chain platforms. More so, over 

regulation can inhibit innovation whereas lack of regulation can place the financial system at a high risk. The challenge 

of maintaining the right balance is also one of the main regulatory issues that I will be working on in my thesis. 

1.11.6 Implications of Regulation on the Traditional Financial System 

The way cryptocurrencies are regulated is of actual importance to the conventional financial system. With the rules clear 

and consistent, it would be able to bring more banks and big players on board, increase the confidence of the people as 

investors, and help to carve out the digital assets into the ordinary world of the financial service. Conversely, in case the 

regulations continue to change, it can potentially frighten financial institutions to even attempt trying out the services 

related to crypto. 

 It is also good regulation so as to resolve systemic risks by maintaining transparency, accountability and consumer 

protection. By linking crypto regulations to the broader financial policy, regulators will be able to reduce the spill-over 

harm and maintain the stability of the whole system. The study essentially indicates that you must have a clever, 

physically endowed regulatory system that can ensure that there is a balance between innovation and the safety and 

integrity the old banking system is grounded in. 

1.12 CHALLENGES AND RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH CRYPTOCURRENCY 

1.12.1 Financial Stability Risks 

One of the major concerns related to the cryptocurrencies is the way in which they can disrupt the stability of the entire 

financial system. They are hyper volatile, and this may strike investors with massive losses at any time. Such price roller-

coaster incites fear of bubbles and crashes, and will spill over into the mainstream markets as increasing numbers of 

people begin using crypto.  

The more the institutional investors and financial intermediaries are involved, the more the risk of a system-wide 

massacre increases. Should crypto become intertwined with the finance sphere, a single market shock may have greater 

consequences. This is why it is one of the biggest challenges of regulators and banks to contain those risks. 

1.12.2 Cybersecurity and Technological Risks 

Cryptosystems rely on the use of digital technology and are therefore top targets of cybers attacks. Hack attacks, stealing 

digital assets and deficiencies of smart contracts have already cost a significant amount of money out there. Such 

scandals destroy the confidence in crypto-platforms and raise concerns about the safety of decentralized finance.  

To make things worse, there exist technological challenges such as scaling issues and excessive power consumption of 

certain consensus mechanisms that may impede wider adoption. Addressing these technological risks is critical in the 

event that we want crypto to be sustainable in the long-term. 

1.12.3 Legal and Compliance Issues 

In the absence of clear and consistent laws surrounding cryptocurrencies, financial users, and institutions end up dealing 

with numerous compliance issues. The regulatory uncertainty increases the chances of litigation and it may discourage 

the involvement of banks. Efforts by various countries to enforce various regulatory styles complicate the process of 

remaining compliant even among global crypto players. 
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 Legal pitfalls manifest in such things as taxes, consumer protection and dispute resolution. Without a good legal basis, 

users may not be in a defensible state in case of a fraud or technical failure, which reduces the trust in crypto systems. 

1.12.4 Issues Related to Money Laundering and Fraud 

There can be criticism of the fact that cryptocurrencies can be misused in money laundering, taxes evasion, and other 

criminal acts. Distributed transactions are pseudo-anonymous, and thus it will be hard to track and monitor the financial 

flows and that is one of the primary concerns of regulators and law enforcement agencies. 

 Despite the regulatory efforts including KYC and AML regulations becoming more and more relevant to cryptocurrency 

exchanges, these regulations are difficult to enforce. The necessity to balance between the privacy issues and the 

necessity of transparency is one of the major issues the illicit activities connected with cryptocurrencies have to face. 

1.12.5 Operational and Market Risks 

Some of the operational risks associated with cryptocurrencies are system failure, non standardization, and reliance on 

third parties that provide services such as exchanges and wallet providers. Some of the market risks involve liquidity, 

price manipulation, and investor ignorance. 

 These risks point to the necessity of a strong infrastructure, open market practice, and investor education. The safety of 

the integration of cryptocurrencies into the regular financial system requires addressing the issues of operational and 

market risks. 

1.13 Rationale and Significance of the Study 

I am considering the transformation of cryptocurrencies on the conventional financial system since it is a flaming issue 

among policymakers, financial institutions, investors, and scholars. These digital coins might make transactions quicker 

and more open, yet they also come with volatility, unclear rules and even threats to financial stability.  

This study attempts to establish whether bitcoins substitute, complement or destroy the current financial system by 

exploring the impact of crypto-currencies on financial systems, banking operations and regulatory systems. 

1.14 Identification of the Problem 

It is premised on the thesis that individuals are habitually prone to the excessive use of drugs and alcohol, causing both 

health and mental problems. Cryptocurrencies are fast expanding in the last ten years, and are currently utilized by 

individuals, businesses, and even governments in different ways. Regardless of this increase, the actual evidence on the 

impact of cryptocurrencies on the conventional financial system in the long term remains scarce. The primary focus of 

most available studies is on the prices, trading pattern, and prospective of cryptocurrencies as investment assets. 

 Nevertheless, such studies fail to consider the potential effects of the cryptocurrencies on the fundamental aspects of 

the financial system, including banks, payment systems, monetary policy, and financial stability. Due to this, we are yet 

to clearly know whether cryptocurrencies reinforce or undermine the current financial structure. This non-exhaustive 

analysis leaves a research gap and demonstrates the necessity to conduct more research about the impacts of 

cryptocurrencies on financial systems and the functioning of financial institutions. 

 

CHAPTER – 2 

2.1 REVIEW OF LITERATURE: 

Role of crypto assets in traditional banking system: 

Shi (2025) study investigates the role of cryptos in the banking system and their effects on the banking system. It fills a 

research gap by offering a comprehensive study connecting the adoption of crypto, banking activities, and the systemic 

risk. They found that crypto assets are beneficial in terms of the efficiency in payments and financial innovation but are 

a huge threat to financial stability due to their volatility and fragmented regulation (Shi, 2025). 
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Cryptocurrency impact on financial markets and traditional banking system: 

Kayani and Hasan (2024) study seeks to examine the effects of cryptocurrencies and blockchain on the financial market 

and traditional banking in the UK and USA. It fills a research gap by incorporating the market behaviour, banking 

adaptation and regulatory perspectives. Results indicate that cryptocurrencies redefine asset classes and banking 

strategies, and blockchain improves efficiency, participation, and openness, which requires a balanced and integrated 

regulation. 

Cryptocurrency’s impact on traditional banking: 

Kumar and Nandhini (2024) research paper is intended to examine how the adoption of cryptocurrencies will impact the 

traditional banking system, competition, financial inclusion, and technological adjustment. The gaps in the research are 

the lack of empirical and systematic study of how banks simultaneously regulate themselves, manage the innovation 

process, and systemic risk. 

Safarli and Safarli (2024) seek to theoretically analyze the effect of the adoption of cryptocurrencies to the conventional 

banking systems. 

In their review, Kumshe et al. (2024) aim to analyse the role of cryptocurrencies in the traditional banking system in 

regard to financial inclusion, efficiency of transactions, regulation, and stability. The gap in the research is the absence 

of an extensive review-based synthesis of the relationship between these dimensions. The results show that 

cryptocurrencies enhance efficiency and inclusion and introduce regulatory, volatility, and security problems, which the 

banks have to address by employing blockchain innovation and engaging in the development of CBDCs (Kumshe et al., 

2024). 

Ahmed et al. (2024) study is expected to determine how the adoption of cryptocurrencies can affect the traditional 

banking performance, efficiency, and financial stability. The research gap is in the fact that limited empirical evidence 

has been installed on the relationship between crypto use and the banking risk and profitability. The results demonstrate 

that cryptocurrencies contribute to both innovation and the efficiency of transactions and at the same time contribute to 

volatility and regulatory risk that has to be integrated carefully and with more stringent supervision Ahmed et al., 2024). 

 

Influence of cryptocurrency adoption on profitability and stability of traditional banking institutions: 

I found a study by Tang that was published in 2025 and it is relatively interesting how the crypto is shaking up the 

Chinese banks. The author contrasts the case of decentralized coins with the Digital Yuan in a controlled environment 

and finds out that abstract cryptocurrencies have the propensity to damage the bank profits, and the e-CNY actually 

promotes stability. Tang also notes that those negative effects can be reduced through a strict regulation. 

A paradigm shift in financial intermediation: 

The 2025 paper by Kapoor drew my attention because it combines both aspects of tech with institutional and regulatory 

and in the former approach, the latter is generally separated. He demonstrates that cryptos and DeFi are disrupting 

payments, lending and custody, and posing a threat to banks. The study proposes a mixed system to be in place other 

than a complete takeover. 

Legal and economic analysis of the cryptocurrencies impact on financial stability: 

In their attempt to address a gap in the literature, Srokosz and Kopyscianski (2015) considered the cryptocurrencies in 

both legal and economic perspectives, particularly their impact on the stability of the system. They have found that 

though these digital assets do not present significant systemic risk as yet, due to their high volatility, legal grayness and 

possible impact on monetary policy, they are of fundamental concern in the long term. 

Impact of cryptocurrencies on financial markets: 

Nguyen Hoang Nam (2023) explores the effects of crypto on markets and includes exchange rate, gold, oil and stock 

indexes. The article is distinctive in that it analyses bi-directional impacts between different cryptocurrencies together. 
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He draws conclusions based on weekly data 2014-2021 and discovers strong effects of coins such as Bitcoin, Ethereum 

and Litecoin and has close connections with exchange rates, which can shape future policy and regulation. Farroukh, 

Metzinger and Mzoughi (2025) explore the impacts of Bitcoin and Ethereum on market stability by considering 

spillovers to conventional markets. 

 They address a research gap as they present empirical evidence of the transmission of risk in the larger financial system 

by extreme crypto swings. Their findings reveal that there is a definite spillover effect onto stocks, commodities, 

exchange rates and job indicators indicating that there is an increasing integration and possible systemic risk of 

cryptocurrencies. 

Cryptocurrency open innovation payment system: 

I scanned Titov et al. (2021) and chose to note that they were obsessed with the idea to benchmark the speed and 

scalability of major cryptocurrencies. They have discarded a rubric that is speed based and is frankly a cheat sheet to 

grading cryptos projects. EOS was on the head of the list, they squashed other competitors in transaction and efficiency, 

and they waved it as a significant threat to Visa should we ever plug it into a hybrid financial ecosystem. 

 

A qualitative study to explore the cryptocurrency affect the traditional financial system in developing economy: 

Gill, Ali, and Kazmi (2022) addressed the crypto vs. traditional bank issue in Pakistan through the lens of the street level 

rather than the numerical approach to the problem. Their results highlight the evident advantages such as cheaper prices, 

convenience, and improved security, but also spell money-laundering, dollar-outflows, and wild volatility. Conclusion: 

crypto may be a bright future, though only with a strict set of rules and a central regulator on board. 

Cryptocurrency adoption and its role in reshaping international financial systems: 

Xudoyqulov, Karimov, and Tayirov (2024) went into the weeds in how the use of cryptos across the globe is transforming 

the financial maze. They narrowed down to the regional peculiarities, sustainability over time and policy challenges. 

Their analysis: the unstable economies are hedging against inflation with crypto, and the wealthier countries are 

balancing between DeFi innovation and making crypto a safe-haven asset and a financial disruptor. 

Impact of cryptocurrency markets on the traditional financial markets of USA, UK and Germany: 

Pala (2024) had conducted some ARDL bounds-testing on the US, UK, and Germany, to determine whether crypto drags 

stock markets. In contrast, unlike with some hype, the UK does not have any significant correlation, though Germany 

and the US have a positive long-term relationship between Bitcoin and Tether, and no ripples in the short term. 

Accordingly, crypto-stock correlation appears to vary across economies. 

Problem and ways to overcome cryptocurrency: 

Luchkin et al. (2020) charted the threat of crypto in the international finance sector, and struck on fraud, volatility, and 

illegal use. They state that, although crypto has payment and investment opportunities, it is also a major threat to security. 

Their appeal is simple: we should tighten legal regulations to regulate the circulation of cryptos, and decrease the risk 

exposure in general. 

Cryptocurrency: Revolutionising the financial system and challenges: 

Bhatta (2024) exploring the implications of crypto penetrating payments around the world and the adoption of 

blockchain. He identifies price swings, regulatory uncertainty, and security risks as the key deterring factors to mass 

adoption. The takeaway? We should have strong policy frameworks and additional research to make crypto easily blend 

with mainstream 

Impact of cryptocurrency on traditional banking In India: 

So in this paper by Anjali and Malagi (2025) what they're basically looking at is how crypto is messing with India's 

banks. They say there's been a real lack of data that's locally relevant and your research fills that void. The gist of it is 

that crypto is faster and more decentralised, which gives the banks a run for their money, but just learning about crypto 
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isn't making people want to invest. The real kicker is security perception - I think people will only support those banks 

that incorporate crypto into their services if they trust it, suggesting that we need smart regulation and teamwork. 

 

Impact of cryptocurrency on financial system in Nigeria: 

Gbadebo (2024) examines the impact of bitcoin on the Nigeria's economy using ARDL model. The results are 

interesting: that when Bitcoin's price and volumes go up, treasury bill trades and rates go down - a crowd - out signal in 

the money market. However, the study only looks at a handful of Nigerian markets so we can't really say what's 

happening across the whole board or with other tokens. 

Cryptocurrencies as a new form of money: 

Korobtsova, Fursa & Dobrovinskyi (2023) set out to analyse crypto as a potential new currency - focusing on Ukraine. 

They discover that it pushes digitalisation, cuts fees and transforms markets, but also causes volatility and regulatory 

headaches. The gap? There's still little hard - data and we need country - specific, numeric evidence. 

 

Investment models on centralized and decentralized cryptocurrencies markets: 

Zatonatska et al. (2022) discuss investment strategies in CeFi vs. DeFi, including lending, AMMs, protocols and liquidity 

mining. Liquidity mining and governance tokens (UNI, COMP): these should be able to beat passive holdings and 

traditional assets in terms of Sharpe ratios. The problem? Long term risk has been ignored and we don't know much 

about how the markets fare after a bull run. 

Cryptocurrency: A challenge to legal system: 

Jafari et al. address the problem of crypto disrupting existing legal frameworks by studying US tax, AML, and regulatory 

landscapes. The research gap they do point out is that old laws can't cope with decentralised and pseudonymous tech. 

They say the patchy and inconsistent rules allow tax evasion and shady activity to slip through, but too severe rules 

could strangle innovation and privacy. 

Impact of cryptocurrency regulation on trading Markets: 

Feinstein and Werbach (2021) examine whether regulation causes traders to leave or merely causes them to shake things 

up. They fill in the gap of not having empirical, data based proof of capital flight vs market shock. Using cross-nation 

regulatory and trading data, they find most announcements don't really shift volumes or prices - Shaking up the case that 

regulation kills crypto markets. Zohuri, Nguyen and Moghaddam (2022) attempt to make sense of crypto and determine 

whether it poses a threat to national security both inside and outside the country.  

The study compensates for missing, all-encompassing discussions that create a link between the tech of crypto and 

economic, environmental, and security risks. They conclude that while crypto is driving innovation and decentralisation, 

it is also driving cyber crime, destabilising banks, taxing energy and confounding regulators and security frameworks. 

Pernice and Scott (2021) attempt to solve the concept of what "cryptocurrency" actually means in light of the conceptual 

confusion. 

The Impact of Cryptocurrencies on Traditional Banking Systems, Financial Regulations, and Monetary Policies. 

The study analyses the impact of cryptocurrencies on banking systems, monetary policy, and regulations across 12 

countries (2014–2023). It concludes that the uncertainty in macroeconomics contributes to crypto volatility, monetary 

tightening causes crypto prices to decline, and increased adoption will decrease bank deposits, and effective regulations 

result in a decrease in systemic risk. The gap in the research consists of less emphasis on developing economies and the 

absence of a combination of the analysis of banking, regulation, and policy. The methods employed are panel regression, 

VARX, DCC-GARCH and GARCH-MIDAS, utilizing multi-frequency and global data. (Ahmed et al.). 

 

https://ijsrem.com/


        
             International Journal of Scientific Research in Engineering and Management (IJSREM) 

                           Volume: 10 Issue: 05 | May - 2026                             SJIF Rating: 8.659                                         ISSN: 2582-3930                                                                                                                                               

 

© 2026, IJSREM      | https://ijsrem.com                                 DOI: 10.55041/IJSREM62602                                       |        Page 10 
 

LEGAL AND ECONOMIC ANALYSIS OF THE CRYPTOCURRENCIES IMPACT ON THE FINANCIAL 

SYSTEM STABILITY 

This paper discusses the effects of cryptocurrencies on the financial stability, banking, and monetary systems. It 

concludes that crypto assets make it possible to perform decentralized transactions and are dangerous because of high 

volatility, legal uncertainty, and absence of regulation, which may have an impact on financial stability and trust (Srokosz 

and Kopysiak). The gap in the research is that there is scarcity of economic and legal literature that describes the 

mechanisms of crypto and their systemic effects. The methodology is based on comparative legal and economic analysis, 

which is backed by statistical analysis of Bitcoin volatility and its correlation with conventional financial instruments 

(Srokosz and Kopyspanska). 

THE IMPACT OF CRYPTOCURRENCY ON TRADITIONAL BANKING SYSTEMS 

This paper discusses how cryptocurrencies are transforming the traditional banking by facilitating low-cost and 

decentralized transactions in a faster manner. It emphasizes the fact that banks are becoming progressively more 

blockchain, digital currencies, and crypto services-friendly to enhance efficiency. Nevertheless, there are still threats of 

regulatory issues, abuse and financial instability (Mukhtarov).The research gap is the lack of clear understanding of 

long-term coexistence and regulation standardization in countries.The methodology is grounded in the comparison and 

conceptual analysis of crypto mechanisms, banking integration trends, and the regulation frameworks across the world 

(Mukhtarov). 

Cryptocurrencies in the Global Financial System 

The paper focuses on cryptocurrencies as a payment system within the digital economy and analyses their relevance to 

the global financial system. It points to positive aspects such as innovation and efficiency, yet also, such negative aspects 

as fraud, volatility, legal uncertainty, and threats to financial security (Luchkin et al.). The gap in the research is the 

inadequate legal and economic knowledge of cryptocurrencies and the absence of a clear regulatory framework in the 

world. The methodology includes the historical analysis of monetary systems and qualitative analysis based on the 

literature review, systematization, and generalization of secondary data (Luchkin et al.). 

 

The impact of crypto on Economy and The Financial Industry  

The paper examines the effects of cryptocurrencies on the economy and financial sector, where the positives include 

financial inclusion, low-cost transactions, and the negatives include volatility and uncertainty in regulation 

(Ssaharti).The gap in research is the fact that there is no clarity about the long-term economic impact and little empirical 

data. The qualitative, descriptive secondary research is applicable in the field of methodology and relies on the available 

literature and online sources (Ssaharti). 

Impact of Cryptocurrency Market on the Financial System in the Modern Era 

This paper examines the financial potential of Azerbaijan through regression analysis and concludes that GDP, 

population income, credit and state budget revenues have strong positive relationships, whilst investments and deposits 

have mixed relationships. High correlation and predictive ability is confirmed by the model which explains 

approximately 95.8% of variation. Nevertheless, the study reveals one of the major gaps: the absence of a coherent 

conceptual and methodological framework to gauge financial potential and the low attention to the overall institutional 

and regional processes. 

Cryptocurrency Volatility on Five Largest African Financial System Stability 

The development of blockchain is noted as a disruptive technology in blockchain research that allows it to be 

decentralized, transparent, and efficient in finance and other areas. Among the major themes are economic gains, the 

transformation of fintech, ICOs, and market analysis. Nevertheless, it has research gaps in terms of efficiency 

mechanisms, regulatory frameworks, privacy/security issues, and cross-chain integration, which restrict large-scale 

adoption and application in practice. 
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A Comprehensive Study of Artificial Intelligence and Cybersecurity on Bitcoin, Crypto Currency and Banking 

System 

The article provides an overview of AI in cryptocurrency, with a focus on the SVM, ANN, LSTM, and GRU methods 

used in price prediction, trend analysis, portfolio optimization, and fraud detection. It emphasizes the superiority of 

Bitcoin and the use of AI in improving the financial decision-making process and banking services with the help of 

automation and chatbots. Nevertheless, there is still a lag in the accuracy of models, real-time flexibility, regulatory 

assimilation, and the strength of cybersecurity in financial systems (Tamanna Choithani, Asmita Chowdhury, Shriya 

Patel, Poojan Patel, Daxal Patel Patel and Manan Shah). 

 An Exploration of the Impact on Financial Stability 

The paper reviews the increasing contribution of AI in cryptocurrency, specifically methods such as SVM, ANN, LSTM, 

and GRU in predicting prices, analyzing trends, optimizing a portfolio, and detecting fraud. It emphasizes the role of 

Bitcoin and AI in the financial systems, such as automation of banking and customer services. Despite the progress, 

there are still gaps in the accuracy of the model, the ability to adapt in real-time, the resilience of cybersecurity, and 

regulatory integration that restrict the efficiency and widespread use (Tamanna Choithani et al.). 

Cryptocurrencies as a New Form of Money: Prospects for Use and Impact on the Financial System in the Future 

The paper examines the role of cryptocurrencies as an emergent kind of digital currency and its impact on the financial 

system. The study discusses the characteristics, advantages, and drawbacks of blockchain-based currencies based on a 

qualitative literature review of 28 studies published in 2013-2023.  Results indicate that cryptocurrencies facilitate safer, 

quicker, and decentralized payments and can facilitate the digitalization of the economy. Challenges however are 

volatility and regulatory uncertainty. The research gap indicates the lack of legal definitions and legal frameworks to 

integrate cryptocurrencies into the financial system of countries (Korobtsova et al., 2023). 

Cryptocurrency and Its Impact on Environment 

The paper speaks about the increase in popularity of cryptocurrencies and their effect on the environment. It describes 

that virtual currencies like Bitcoin are based on mining procedures that use a lot of energy and need the use of strong 

computers to crunch complicated algorithms.  The results indicate that crypto mining is an energy-intensive activity that 

leads to carbon emissions and e-waste. The gap in the research is the lack of regulation focusing on environmental 

sustainability. The paper summarizes that to decrease the environmental impact of cryptocurrency technologies, more 

regulation and the use of renewable energy sources are essential (Mohsin, 2021). 

Cryptocurrency and Financial Stability 

The paper examines the connection between cryptocurrency and financial stability in the world economy by including 

cryptocurrency in an open-economic framework between two nations. It examines the effects of interest rate differentials 

and exchange rate fluctuations between China and the US on transactions of Bitcoin using a TVP-VAR methodology. 

The results indicate that when the monetary policy divergence rises, Bitcoin has the potential to generate a de-fiatization 

phenomenon, attracting investors.  Nonetheless, it is not very stable because of high volatility and market manipulation. 

The research gap is in the fact that the few studies have been conducted that show the connection between decentralized 

cryptocurrencies and conventional monetary policy frameworks. 

The Impact of Cryptocurrency on the Traditional Banking System in Indonesia: A Threat or Complement 

A systematic literature review was used to examine the study by Benediktus Rolando, who questions whether 

cryptocurrency poses a threat or a complement to the traditional banking system in Indonesia. The study points out that 

cryptocurrencies, especially Bitcoin, offer decentralized, faster, and cheaper transactions, which can offer a challenge to 

the traditional banking services. Nonetheless, blockchain technology can also present banks with the chance to enhance 

transparency, efficiency, and security. The research gap is mainly a lack of analysis of the ways in which the Indonesian 

regulations influence the interaction of crypto and bank. The results indicate that cryptocurrency is both a threat and an 

opportunity, depending on the regulatory and institutional adaptation. 
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Impact of Bitcoin as a World Currency 

The article by A. Seetharaman and others discusses the opportunities of Bitcoin to become a common currency. It 

examines the nature of Bitcoin, which includes decentralization, limited supply and non-dependence on central banks. 

The results imply that Bitcoin has the potential to support quick and cheap international transactions, thus becoming 

desirable in international payments. Nevertheless, its volatility in prices, security issues and unregulation prevents it 

completely to replace the traditional currencies. The literature gap suggests that regulatory frameworks of Bitcoin are 

insufficient in the world, together with the absence of empirical evidence regarding the long-term stability of Bitcoin as 

a global currency (Seetharaman et al., 2017). 

Crypto Risk in the Financial System  

The article describes how cryptocurrencies are becoming a threat to the financial system because of increasing 

interconnections to traditional markets. It emphasizes such issues as high volatility, ineffective regulation, and stablecoin 

and DeFi risks. The analysis indicates that crypto is now capable of conveying shocks across markets and is not in 

isolation anymore. It further pinpoints gaps in the regulation, systemic connections, and risk measurement, in a dynamic 

crypto ecosystem (Da et al., 2025; revised 2026). 

An investigation on the cryptocurrencies and its future 

Cryptocurrencies are already affecting the financial system but are not stable as they are extremely volatile, and not 

regulated well. They also find it difficult to carry out money tasks such as stability and store of value, restricting its 

extensive use. Yet, increasing interconnectedness to the financial markets increases systemic risks and policy issues. The 

work shows the necessity of more significant control and investigation of market connections and risk quantification 

(Da et al., 2025; Şanlısoy & Çiloğlu, 2019). 

Exploring Crypto & Blockchain in Finance: Present & Future 

The paper examines the ways in which blockchain and cryptocurrencies are transforming the contemporary finance 

through decentralized and transparent transactions. Although they have benefits of reduced costs, privacy and 

innovation, issues of volatility, scaling problems, market manipulation and regulatory issues are still influential. It also 

brings up such risks as illegal activities and financial instability, and addresses the possibility of Central Bank Digital 

Currencies (CBDCs) as more regulated (Orlando, 2024) alternatives. 

An Analysis of Cryptocurrency, Bitcoin, and the Future 

The article examines Bitcoin and cryptocurrencies as the new financial innovations, noting how they can revolutionize 

the traditional financial systems. It describes the manner in which Bitcoin functions without a central authority, which 

is decentralized and transparent. Nevertheless, issues like price volatility, poor adoption, regulatory risk, and security 

risks are some challenges that prevent mass adoption. The research indicates that although the prospects of 

cryptocurrencies are high in the future, their success over the long-term relies on the technological advancement and 

proper regulation (DeVries, 2016). 

Risks and Returns of Cryptocurrency 

The paper analyses the risk and returns of cryptocurrencies, and the results indicate that the returns of crypto markets 

are primarily affected by crypto-specific factors and not traditional financial metrics. It experiences high momentum 

effects and shows huge volatility, and crypto is a separate asset class. Although they have high potential returns, 

cryptocurrencies are also very risky, and investment strategies and additional research on pricing models and market 

dynamics must be pursued (Liu and Tsyvinski, 2021). 

What do we know about cryptocurrency? Past, present, future 

The article discusses the history of the cryptocurrencies since the beginning up to their future outlook, with particular 

emphasis on their increased status in the world finances. It talks of the positive aspects such as decentralization, 

efficiency and innovation and discusses the challenges of volatility, regulatory uncertainty and security concerns. The 

paper indicates that the future of cryptocurrencies lies in better regulation, further development of technology, and 

broader adoption in the mainstream financial markets despite its potential to be transformative (Hossain, 2021). 
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Cryptocurrency-based law 

The article discusses the ways cryptocurrencies can transform and alter legal systems by offering decentralized, self-

executing rules via blockchain technology. It emphasizes the idea of cryptocurrency-based law, in which the transactions 

and agreements are regulated by the code instead of the traditional law institutions. This provides efficiency and less 

dependency on intermediaries, but regulatory conflicts, issues of enforcement, and legal uncertainty are still a major 

issue (Abramowicz, 2016). 

2.2 Identification of Research Gap 

A careful reading of the existing literature highlights a number of key gaps in the current body of literature on 

cryptocurrencies. Although cryptocurrencies have attracted great interest among researchers, policymakers, and 

financial institutions, most of the studies have been focused on limited aspects, such as price volatility, market trends, 

speculative behaviour, investment returns, and technological foundations of blockchain systems. 

In particular, there is an obvious absence of empirical and long-term studies that examine the overall impact of 

cryptocurrencies on salient components of the traditional financial system concurrently. Existing research tends to study 

banking systems, monetary policy, financial stability, or regulation in isolation, rather than studying how these elements 

are interconnected and are collectively affected by the growth of cryptocurrencies. As a result, there is scant 

understanding of the implications that the growing adoption of cryptocurrencies may have with respect to banking 

operations, credit creation, payment systems, transmission of monetary policy, and stability of financial markets over 

time. 

In addition, regulatory and institutional aspects are poorly addressed in numerous studies. The speed at which 

cryptocurrencies are developing exceeds regulatory frameworks in a number of countries, and there is not enough 

empirical evidence on the impact of various regulatory approaches in the relationship between cryptocurrencies and 

traditional financial institutions. This makes it hard for policy makers and regulators to balance innovation with financial 

stability and consumer protection. Another major gap in the literature is geographical focus.  

Most existing studies focus on developed economies, where financial markets are well developed, digital infrastructure 

is advanced, and regulatory systems are relatively strong. In comparison, emerging and developing economies have 

received much less attention. These economies are often subject to challenges like lack of access to banking services, 

weaker regulatory capacity, higher inflation and unstable currency. In such contexts, cryptocurrencies may have a 

different role to play, and could possibly act as alternatives to traditional financial services or create new risks to financial 

stability. However, these dynamics are not yet well understood because no focused empirical research has been 

undertaken. 

Furthermore, very few studies adopt an holistic and comparative approach to consider both short term and long term 

effects of cryptocurrencies on traditional financial systems. The lack of longitudinal data and unified analytical 

frameworks restricts the capacity to make sound conclusions about the long-term impact of cryptocurrencies on financial 

institutions and economic policy. In view of these gaps, the present study is aimed at making a comprehensive analysis 

of the impact of cryptocurrencies on the traditional financial system. By analysing banking operations, effectiveness of 

monetary policy, financial stability, regulatory structures in combination with the context of emerging economies this 

research attempts to add more profound and practical insights to the already present research.  

CHAPTER – 3 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: 

3.1 Research overview 

This research uses a descriptive, analytic and explanatory approach. The descriptive approach seeks to explain the 

conceptual, structural and historical aspects of cryptocurrencies and the traditional financial system. The explanatory 

element delves deeper to define and explain the relationships between cryptocurrency market dynamics and institutional 

and macroeconomic outcomes. These two elements provide a multi-faceted account of the phenomenon impossible with 

only a descriptive or explanatory approach. 
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This work focuses on two aspects of the cryptocurrency phenomenon: first, the impact of cryptocurrency markets on 

financial stability and monetary policy; and second, the impact of the emerging cryptocurrency ecosystem on the 

business models, valuations and regulations of the traditional financial sector. The research employs an interdisciplinary, 

quantitative and comparative regulatory analytical perspective to do so. 

This study draws on two sets of primary data extracted from legitimate and publicly available sources: the market 

performance data, sourced from CoinMarketCap and the regulatory data, sourced from the Atlantic Council's 

Cryptocurrency Regulation Tracker data set of 75 countries. Qualitative secondary data is sourced from academic 

journals to support, analyse, and triangulate empirical evidence from these data sets. This chapter outlines the research 

philosophy and approaches, datasets and analytical processes adopted by the study, including research limitations. 

This combination of descriptive, explanatory, and analytical approaches is deliberately chosen because it offers a 

comprehensive understanding of both the theoretical and practical dimensions of the research topic. The study follows 

a predominantly qualitative research approach, supported by the analytical interpretation of secondary data. Where 

quantitative patterns — such as annual returns, risk metrics, and regulatory adoption rates — are identified, they are 

explained in relation to underlying financial, institutional, and policy forces rather than reported in isolation. This 

approach is particularly well suited to studying emerging financial phenomena such as cryptocurrencies, for which long-

run longitudinal data remains limited and contextual interpretation is therefore essential to drawing meaningful 

conclusions. 

3.2 Research design 

The study adopts an explanatory sequential mixed-methods design (Creswell and Plano Clark, 2018). In this design, 

quantitative results are generated first and then explained and expanded upon through qualitative and comparative 

analysis. This sequence is appropriate because the financial risk and return findings from CoinMarketCap data provide 

the empirical foundation, while the Atlantic Council regulatory data offers the institutional and policy context that gives 

those findings broader meaning. 

The two strands of the study are not conducted in isolation. Findings from the quantitative strand — such as the volatility 

characteristics of crypto assets across different years — are directly connected to regulatory postures observed in the 

qualitative strand, thereby strengthening the internal coherence of the overall argument. 

3.3 Objectives of the Study 

The major objectives of this study include the following: 

• To examine the volatility patterns of bitcoin over time and assess their implications for financial market stability. 

• To evaluate the challenges in regulation associated with the adoption of cryptocurrencies   

• To assess the implications for financial stability and monetary policy 

 

3.4 Sources of Data 

The study is based mostly on secondary data, as the objective is to analyse existing knowledge, trends and regulation 

perspectives about cryptocurrencies. 

3.4.1 Primary Data 

Primary data collection is not undertaken in this study due to time constraints as well as the conceptual nature of the 

research. However, the use of insights gained by taking surveys and interviews conducted by previous studies are 

reviewed and incorporated through secondary sources. 

3.4.2 Secondary Data 

The major part of this research is secondary data and is gathered from a number of trustworthy sources, including: 

• Research papers published in national and international journals 

• Books and scholarly publications concerning finance and blockchain technology 
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• Reports from financial institutions and regulatory bodies 

• Reputed financial news portals and databases 

3.5 Data Collection Methods 

Data collection (systematic review and compilation of pertinent literature, reports, and policy documents). Information 

is gathered using online academic databases, digital libraries and official websites of regulating authorities. Care is taken 

to provide the authenticity and reliability of all the data sources used in the study. 

3.6 Reliability and Validity of Data 

To ensure reliability, the study uses data from reliable and authoritative sources such as academic journals, government 

publications, and reports by recognized financial institutions. Validity is preserved by cross-checking the information 

from multiple sources and focusing on peer-reviewed literature wherever possible. 

3.7 Limitations of the Research Methodology 

• The study is based on the secondary data which restricts the real-time insights and user perspectives. 

• Due to the rapidity of change in cryptocurrencies, some of the findings may be less relevant in the long term.  

• Limited availability of consistent and long-term data may affect depth of analysis. 

• These limitations are reduced by using recent and credible data sources. 

3.8 Research hypothesis 

Hypothesis 1: Risk and Opportunities of cryptocurrencies 

H₀: The usage of cryptocurrencies does not impact the level of risk or opportunities in the financial system. 

H₁: Use of cryptocurrencies effect the financial system either by increasing risk or opportunities. 

Metric  Value 

Observations  122 Months 

Mean monthly returns  6.40% 

Volatility(std dev.) 21.20% 

Annualised return 76.80% 

Annualised risk 73.44% 

T- statistic  3.3344 

P-value(two tailed) 0.0011 

95% confidence interval  2.60% to 10.20% 

 

A One-Sample T-Test conducted on Bitcoin's monthly return data (n = 122) yielded a T-statistic of 3.3344 and a p-value 

of 0.0011, which is well below the 0.05 significance level The 95% confidence interval (2.60% to 10.20%) confirms 

that the mean monthly return of 6.40% is statistically significant and does not include zero..Therefore, the null hypothesis 

(H₀) is rejected and H₁ is accepted, confirming that cryptocurrency significantly impacts the financial system, as 

evidenced by an annualised return of 76.80% and annualised risk of 73.13%."* 

Hypothesis 2: Productivity of regulatory frame 

H₀: Existing regulatory measures are insufficient in dealing with challenges posed by cryptocurrencies. 

H₁: Measures currently in place are adequate in regulating the challenges posed by cryptocurrencies. 
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For regulatory analysis P- value testing is not applicable because the data is categorical. 

 

3.9 Scope for Future Research 

Future research can expand on this research by using primary information in the form of surveys, interviews, or empirical 

research using financial datasets. Comparative studies across different countries or regions could lead to insights about 

the impact of various regulatory environments on the adoption of cryptocurrencies and financial stability. 

 Further research could also delve into emerging areas such as decentralized finance, non-fungible tokens, and the long-

term impact of central bank digital currencies on the financial system. As digital finance is still evolving, it is crucial 

that continuous research is done to understand the full implications of this new financial phenomenon. 

 

CHAPTER – 4 

 

DATA  ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION: 

4.1 Overview of Data Analysis 

Data analysis in this study is based on the systematic study of secondary data obtained from scholarly literature, 

institutional reports and regulatory publications. The goal of the analysis is to gain an understanding of the patterns, 

trends, and implications of cryptocurrency adoption and its interaction with the traditional financial system. The analysis 

is qualitative in terms of interpretation and comparative evaluation, rather than numerical modelling, since the focus of 

the study is to find conceptual and policy-oriented insights. 

4.2 Risk and Return analysis 

The following data has been obtained from CoinMarketCap to analyse the risk and return of the asset. 

Date Open High Low Close Volume Returns 

March 2026 $67,006 $75,988 $64,972 $68,233 $1,294,169,596,744 1.85% 

February 2026 $78,626 $79,323 $60,074 $66,996 $1,472,969,852,421 -14.79% 

February 2026 $87,508 $97,861 $75,816 $78,621 $1,257,318,501,232 -10.16% 

December 2025 $90,389 $94,602 $83,862 $87,509 $1,487,947,448,336 -3.19% 

November 2025 $109,559 $111,167 $80,660 $90,394 $2,179,411,958,810 -17.49% 

October 2025 $114,058 $126,198 $103,598 $109,556 $2,225,033,226,796 -3.95% 

September 2025 $108,229 $117,912 $107,271 $114,056 $1,450,418,370,470 5.38% 

August 2025 $115,739 $124,457 $107,444 $108,237 $2,048,378,158,798 -6.50% 

July 2025 $107,144 $123,092 $105,157 $115,758 $2,061,338,304,538 8.05% 

June 2025 $104,637 $110,561 $98,286 $107,135 $1,424,277,758,116 2.39% 

May 2025 $94,213 $111,970 $93,400 $104,638 $1,496,397,538,236 11.07% 

April 2025 $82,552 $95,768 $74,437 $94,207 $1,060,974,068,311 14.12% 

March 2025 $84,374 $95,043 $76,624 $82,549 $1,133,328,839,501 -2.16% 

February 2025 $102,403 $102,756 $78,249 $84,373 $1,389,494,855,081 -17.61% 
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January 2025 $93,425 $109,115 $89,260 $102,405 $1,917,584,997,242 9.61% 

December 2024 $96,461 $108,268 $91,317 $93,429 $2,367,571,853,073 -3.13% 

November 2024 $70,217 $99,656 $66,804 $96,449 $2,214,093,389,107 37.36% 

October 2024 $63,336 $73,577 $58,895 $70,215 $1,049,276,385,591 10.87% 

September 2024 $58,970 $66,481 $52,599 $63,329 $935,228,464,019 7.39% 

August 2024 $64,626 $65,593 $49,121 $58,970 $1,076,531,038,326 -8.74% 

July 2024 $62,674 $69,988 $53,717 $64,619 $953,395,573,305 3.10% 

June 2024 $67,475 $71,908 $58,602 $62,678 $751,726,832,520 -7.13% 

May 2024 $60,609 $71,946 $56,555 $67,490 $874,291,509,756 11.30% 

May 2024 $71,333 $72,715 $59,120 $60,637 $1,016,068,331,704 -15.00% 

March 2024 $61,168 $73,750 $59,324 $71,334 $1,446,417,844,950 16.56% 

February 2024 $42,570 $63,913 $41,879 $61,198 $830,721,862,619 43.72% 

January 2024 $42,280 $48,969 $38,522 $42,583 $825,918,941,348 0.75% 

December 2023 $37,718 $44,706 $37,629 $42,265 $721,704,910,476 12.07% 

November 2023 $34,657 $38,415 $34,133 $37,713 $570,863,267,378 8.78% 

October 2023 $26,967 $35,150 $26,558 $34,668 $476,425,634,860 28.55% 

September 2023 $25,934 $27,489 $24,930 $26,968 $337,637,313,742 4.00% 

August 2023 $29,231 $30,177 $25,409 $25,931 $437,724,169,500 -11.29% 

July 2023 $30,472 $31,815 $28,934 $29,230 $382,224,489,087 -4.09% 

June 2023 $27,218 $31,390 $24,797 $30,477 $481,734,214,226 11.97% 

May 2023 $29,227 $29,820 $25,878 $27,220 $443,473,015,483 -7.00% 

April 2023 $28,473 $31,006 $27,071 $29,269 $531,060,399,718 2.78% 

March 2023 $23,151 $29,160 $19,628 $28,478 $883,299,703,608 23.03% 

February 2023 $23,138 $25,134 $21,460 $23,147 $723,968,574,896 0.03% 

January 2023 $16,548 $23,920 $16,521 $23,139 $690,928,920,787 39.84% 

December 2022 $17,168 $18,319 $16,398 $16,547 $567,256,839,395 -3.62% 

November 2022 $20,495 $21,447 $15,599 $17,169 $1,224,531,549,127 -16.23% 

October 2022 $19,431 $20,988 $18,320 $20,496 $957,903,424,926 5.48% 

September 2022 $20,050 $22,674 $18,290 $19,432 $1,123,272,250,384 -3.08% 

August 2022 $23,337 $25,136 $19,601 $20,050 $894,192,654,541 -14.09% 

July 2022 $19,820 $24,573 $18,967 $23,337 $927,582,363,390 17.95% 

June 2022 $31,793 $31,957 $17,709 $19,785 $923,939,211,678 -37.77% 
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May 2022 $37,713 $39,903 $26,350 $31,792 $1,089,422,059,065 -15.70% 

May 2022 $45,554 $47,313 $37,698 $37,715 $830,115,888,651 -17.18% 

March 2022 $43,195 $48,087 $37,260 $45,539 $830,943,838,435 5.43% 

February 2022 $38,482 $45,661 $34,459 $43,193 $671,335,993,322 12.24% 

January 2022 $46,312 $47,881 $33,184 $38,483 $923,979,037,678 -16.89% 

December 2021 $56,908 $59,042 $42,875 $46,306 $957,047,184,721 -18.77% 

November 2021 $61,320 $68,790 $53,570 $57,005 $1,053,270,271,384 -7.03% 

October 2021 $43,817 $66,930 $43,320 $61,319 $1,153,077,903,532 40.03% 

September 2021 $47,100 $52,854 $39,788 $43,791 $1,102,139,678,825 -7.16% 

August 2021 $41,461 $50,482 $37,458 $47,167 $1,065,642,012,588 13.31% 

July 2021 $35,036 $42,236 $29,361 $41,626 $877,979,009,506 18.79% 

June 2021 $37,294 $41,295 $28,894 $35,041 $1,189,647,451,707 -6.14% 

May 2021 $57,715 $59,519 $30,681 $37,333 $1,976,593,438,572 -35.35% 

April 2021 $58,927 $64,863 $47,159 $57,750 $1,844,481,772,415 -1.98% 

March 2021 $45,160 $61,684 $45,115 $58,919 $1,681,184,264,686 30.53% 

February 2021 $33,115 $58,331 $32,384 $45,138 $2,267,152,936,674 36.31% 

January 2021 $28,994 $41,947 $28,723 $33,114 $2,153,473,433,573 14.18% 

December 2020 $19,634 $29,245 $17,620 $29,002 $1,212,259,707,945 47.77% 

November 2020 $13,781 $19,749 $13,243 $19,626 $1,140,873,393,627 42.41% 

October 2020 $10,795 $14,028 $10,417 $13,781 $1,050,874,546,084 27.79% 

September 2020 $10,802 $12,060 $9,902 $10,784 $1,174,781,695,423 -0.19% 

August 2020 $11,383 $13,150 $105 $10,805 $554,052,349,456 -4.58% 

July 2020 $9,146 $11,416 $8,977 $11,323 $23,160,469,766 23.92% 

June 2020 $9,464 $10,200 $8,976 $9,138 $15,735,797,744 -3.41% 

May 2020 $8,673 $9,997 $8,374 $9,461 $27,773,290,299 9.27% 

April 2020 $6,437 $9,441 $6,202 $8,659 $66,964,629,541 34.48% 

March 2020 $8,600 $9,168 $4,107 $6,439 $32,786,468,812 -25.13% 

February 2020 $9,346 $10,458 $8,493 $8,600 $35,792,392,544 -8.03% 

January 2020 $7,195 $9,553 $6,915 $9,351 $29,432,489,719 29.98% 

December 2019 $7,572 $7,743 $6,540 $7,194 $21,167,946,112 -4.97% 

November 2019 $9,194 $9,505 $6,617 $7,570 $17,158,194,786 -17.72% 

October 2019 $8,300 $10,022 $7,447 $9,200 $26,583,653,947 10.92% 
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September 2019 $9,631 $10,899 $7,831 $8,294 $17,115,474,183 -13.88% 

August 2019 $10,077 $12,274 $9,422 $9,631 $11,454,806,419 -4.51% 

July 2019 $10,797 $13,130 $9,163 $10,086 $16,631,520,648 -6.76% 

June 2019 $8,574 $13,796 $7,564 $10,817 $27,256,473,494 26.15% 

May 2019 $5,351 $9,008 $5,348 $8,575 $25,365,190,957 60.25% 

April 2019 $4,105 $5,642 $4,097 $5,351 $13,878,964,574 30.33% 

March 2019 $3,854 $4,297 $3,734 $4,105 $9,045,122,443 6.50% 

February 2019 $3,461 $4,211 $3,391 $3,855 $8,399,767,798 11.48% 

January 2019 $3,747 $4,109 $3,401 $3,458 $5,831,198,271 -7.61% 

December 2018 $4,024 $4,309 $3,191 $3,743 $4,661,840,806 -6.83% 

November 2018 $6,318 $6,552 $3,585 $4,017 $6,048,016,717 -36.41% 

October 2018 $6,620 $6,965 $6,236 $6,318 $4,191,240,000 -4.65% 

September 2018 $7,045 $7,388 $6,198 $6,626 $4,002,280,000 -5.85% 

August 2018 $7,769 $7,769 $5,971 $7,038 $4,495,650,000 -9.55% 

July 2018 $6,412 $8,424 $6,136 $7,780 $5,287,530,000 21.49% 

June 2018 $7,501 $7,755 $5,826 $6,404 $4,543,860,224 -14.55% 

May 2018 $9,251 $9,965 $7,091 $7,494 $5,127,130,112 -18.90% 

April 2018 $7,003 $9,745 $6,527 $9,241 $8,673,920,000 32.51% 

March 2018 $10,385 $11,704 $6,684 $6,974 $4,553,269,760 -32.93% 

February 2018 $10,237 $11,959 $6,048 $10,398 $6,936,189,952 1.73% 

January 2018 $14,112 $17,712 $9,402 $10,221 $8,041,160,192 -27.80% 

December 2017 $10,199 $20,089 $9,695 $14,156 $12,136,299,520 38.33% 

November 2017 $6,441 $11,517 $5,519 $10,234 $8,310,689,792 58.21% 

October 2017 $4,341 $6,470 $4,164 $6,468 $2,311,379,968 49.09% 

September 2017 $4,702 $4,975 $2,947 $4,339 $1,207,449,984 -7.75% 

August 2017 $2,871 $4,736 $2,669 $4,703 $1,944,930,048 63.58% 

July 2017 $2,493 $2,916 $1,843 $2,875 $860,574,976 15.90% 

June 2017 $2,288 $3,000 $2,213 $2,481 $860,273,024 8.50% 

May 2017 $1,348 $2,764 $1,348 $2,286 $1,544,829,952 69.63% 

April 2017 $1,072 $1,348 $1,061 $1,348 $413,115,008 25.76% 

March 2017 $1,180 $1,280 $904 $1,072 $447,287,008 -9.17% 

February 2017 $971 $1,200 $947 $1,180 $184,956,000 21.60% 
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January 2017 $964 $1,191 $756 $970 $164,582,000 0.69% 

December 2016 $746 $979 $746 $964 $99,135,104 29.24% 

November 2016 $701 $756 $678 $746 $84,070,800 6.38% 

October 2016 $610 $720 $609 $701 $97,064,400 14.96% 

September 2016 $576 $629 $571 $610 $56,122,400 5.95% 

August 2016 $625 $626 $531 $575 $75,840,896 -7.88% 

July 2016 $673 $705 $612 $625 $110,818,000 -7.23% 

June 2016 $531 $778 $526 $673 $138,980,000 26.71% 

May 2016 $448 $554 $437 $531 $138,450,000 18.53% 

April 2016 $417 $468 $416 $448 $69,322,600 7.58% 

March 2016 $438 $440 $394 $417 $60,215,200 -4.79% 

February 2016 $369 $448 $368 $438 $60,694,700 18.69% 

January 2016 $431 $463 $355 $369 $37,894,300 — 

 

4.2.1 Key Findings 

The analysis of the dataset resulted in the following key financial metrics: 

• Average Return: 6.40% 

• Risk (Volatility): 21.11% 

• Annual Return: 76.80% 

• Annual Risk: 73.13% 

These values indicate that the asset demonstrates high return potential along with substantial risk, making it a dynamic 

and aggressive investment option. 

4.2.2 Calculation of Returns 

Returns are calculated using the closing prices of the asset, as they represent the final market consensus value for each 

period. 

 

The periodic return is calculated using the Formula: Current closing value – Previous closing value / Previous closing 

value. 

 

4.2.3 Analysis of Average Return (6.40%) 

The average return of 6.40% per period indicates that, on average, the asset generates a positive return over each Time 

period. 

Interpretation: 

A 6.40% periodic return is relatively high, suggesting strong earning potential. 

However, this return is an average, meaning actual returns fluctuate significantly above and below this value. 

It reflects that the asset has been profitable over time, but not consistently in every period. 
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4.2.4 Risk (Volatility) Analysis (21.11%) 

The calculated volatility of 21.11% indicates the degree of variation in returns. 

Interpretation: 

A volatility of 21.11% is considerably high, meaning returns are widely spread. 

The asset experiences frequent and significant price fluctuations. 

Compared to traditional assets (like stocks with ~15%), this indicates higher uncertainty and risk. 

4.2.5 Annualized Return (76.80%) 

The annualized return of 76.80% shows the overall performance when returns are projected over a full year. 

Interpretation: 

A return of 76.80% is extremely high, indicating strong growth potential. 

This suggests that the asset has delivered exceptional long-term performance. 

It highlights the impact of compounding and repeated gains over time. 

4.2.6 Annualized Risk (73.13%) 

The annualized risk of 73.13% reflects the level of uncertainty when volatility is considered on a yearly basis. 

Interpretation: 

A risk level of 73.13% is very high, indicating extreme fluctuations over time. 

This means that annual returns can vary significantly from the average. 

Large upward and downward movements are common. 

4.2.7 Risk-Return Trade-Off 

The relationship between risk and return is clearly visible in the results: 

• High Annual Return (76.80%) 

• High Annual Risk (73.13%) 

Interpretation: 

The asset follows the principle of “high risk leads to high return.” 

Investors are compensated with higher returns for bearing more risk. 

The near similarity between return and risk values suggests that returns are achieved with significant volatility exposure. 

4.2.8 Stability and Predictability 

Based on the volatility and return values: 

• Returns are not stable or consistent 

• Large price swings reduce predictability 

• Short-term performance is uncertain 

Interpretation: 

This indicates that: 

• The asset is difficult to predict in the short run 

• Market timing becomes important 
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• Sudden gains and losses are common 

4.2.9 Investment Implications 

Based on the calculated results: 

Suitable for: 

• Risk-tolerant investors 

 Long-term investment strategies 

 Investors seeking high growth 

Not suitable for: 

• Conservative investors 

 Investors seeking stable returns 

 Short-term low-risk strategies 

4.2.10 Overall Conclusion 

The analysis shows that the asset delivers strong average and annual returns, making it highly attractive from a 

profitability perspective. However, the high levels of volatility and annual risk indicate that these returns come with 

significant uncertainty. 

Therefore, the asset can be classified as a high-risk, high-return investment, where investors must be prepared to face 

substantial fluctuations in value while aiming for long-term gains. 

4.3 Comparative overview of cryptocurrency regulation across 75 countries 

The following data has been obtained from Atlantic council to compare cryptocurrency regulation across 75 countries. 

Country Region Status Tax AML/CFT Consumer 

Protection 

Licensing 

Argentina Americas Partial Ban ✓ ✓ — — 

Australia G20 Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Austria Europe Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Bangladesh Asia General 

Ban 

— — — — 

Belgium Europe Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ — 

Bolivia Americas General 

Ban 

— — — — 

Brazil G20 Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Cameroon Africa Partial Ban — ✓ — — 

Canada G20 Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Chile Americas Legal — ✓ — — 

China G20 General 

Ban 

— — — — 

Colombia Americas Legal — ✓ — — 
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Costa Rica Americas Partial Ban — — — — 

Côte d'Ivoire Africa Partial Ban — ✓ — — 

Democratic Republic of 

Congo 

Africa Partial Ban — — — — 

Denmark Europe Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ — 

Ecuador Americas Legal — ✓ — — 

Egypt Africa Partial Ban — ✓ — — 

El Salvador Americas Legal — ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Ethiopia Africa General 

Ban 

— — — — 

European Union Europe Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Finland Europe Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

France Europe Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Germany G20 Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Ghana Africa Legal — ✓ — — 

Hong Kong Asia Legal — ✓ ✓ ✓ 

India G20 Partial Ban ✓ ✓ — — 

Indonesia G20 Partial Ban ✓ ✓ — ✓ 

Iran Middle 

East 

Partial Ban — — — ✓ 

Israel Middle 

East 

Legal ✓ ✓ — — 

Italy Europe Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Japan G20 Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Jordan Middle 

East 

Partial Ban — — — — 

Kazakhstan Asia Legal — ✓ — ✓ 

Kenya Africa Partial Ban ✓ ✓ — — 

Kuwait Middle 

East 

General 

Ban 

— — — — 

Kyrgyzstan Asia Legal — — — ✓ 

Laos Asia Legal — ✓ — — 

Lesotho Africa Partial Ban — — — — 
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Libya Africa General 

Ban 

— — — — 

Malawi Africa Partial Ban — — — — 

       

Malaysia Asia Legal — ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Mali Africa Partial Ban — ✓ — — 

Malta Europe Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Mexico Americas Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ — 

Morocco Africa General 

Ban 

— — — — 

Namibia Africa Partial Ban — — — — 

Nepal Asia General 

Ban 

— — — — 

Netherlands Europe Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

New Zealand Asia Legal ✓ ✓ — — 

Nigeria Africa Partial Ban ✓ ✓ — — 

North Macedonia Europe Legal — — — — 

Norway Europe Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ — 

Pakistan Asia Legal — ✓ — ✓ 

Panama Americas Legal — ✓ — — 

Paraguay Americas Legal — ✓ — — 

Peru Americas Legal — ✓ — — 

Philippines Asia Legal — ✓ — ✓ 

Poland Europe Legal ✓ ✓ — — 

Portugal Europe Legal ✓ ✓ — — 

Qatar Middle 

East 

Partial Ban — — — — 

Russia G20 Partial Ban ✓ ✓ — ✓ 

Saudi Arabia G20 Partial Ban — ✓ — — 

Senegal Africa Partial Ban — ✓ — — 

Sierra Leone Africa Legal — — — — 

Singapore Asia Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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South Africa G20 Legal ✓ ✓ — ✓ 

South Korea G20 Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Spain Europe Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Sweden Europe Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ — 

Switzerland Europe Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Tanzania Africa General 

Ban 

— — — — 

Thailand Asia Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Turkey G20 Partial Ban ✓ ✓ — ✓ 

Ukraine Europe Legal — ✓ — — 

United Arab Emirates Middle 

East 

Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

United Kingdom G20 Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

United States G20 Legal ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Venezuela Americas Legal — ✓ — — 

Vietnam Asia Legal ✓ ✓ — — 

Zimbabwe Africa Partial Ban — — — — 

 

 

4.3.1 Overview of data 

• We examine the regulation of 75 countries' treatment of cryptocurrency assets. In each country, entities subject 

to regulation can be cryptocurrency issuers, exchanges, financial institutions, service providers or miners. 

 

• We classify each country regulatory regime as legal (all activity is permitted), partial ban (one or more activity 

is not permitted) and general ban (all activities are prohibited). 

 

 

• Individual countries regulate the actors in the crypto industry through tax policy, requirements aimed at reducing 

money laundering and terrorist financing, consumer protection, as well as licensing and disclosure 

requirements.  

4.3.2 Key findings 

• Cryptocurrency is fully legal in 45 of the 75 countries we analysed, and partially or outright banned in 20 and 

10 countries, respectively. Twelve of the G20 countries (representing more than 57% of global GDP), are fully 

legal. All G20 countries are considering regulation. 

 

• The US is the only advanced economy to appear in the top ten for cryptocurrency adoption. The Trump 

administration's support for financial technology development and regulatory certainty, will likely boost crypto 

volumes and affect the regulatory landscape overseas. 
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• Regulation and supervision remain inadequate in both emerging and advanced economies. Just 28 of 75 

countries have regulations for taxation, anti-money laundering and counter-financing of terrorism (AML/CFT), 

consumer protection and licensing. Only six of the emerging markets have all of the above regulations. 

 

 

• The restrictiveness of regulations has a low correlation with cryptocurrency adoption. Even in the countries with 

partial or full bans, adoption rates are high, meaning bans are not effective. 

 

• Stablecoins regulation is coming to the US. US dollar-backed stablecoins' flows were 80% outside the US in 

2024. In turn, some emerging markets, such as Hong Kong and Brazil, have started working on their stablecoin 

regulations. 

 

 

• More than 90% of the countries in the study have central bank digital currency (CBDC) initiatives, suggesting 

that countries update their laws on cryptocurrency as they investigate their own CBDCs. 

 

 

4.4 Discussion of key findings 

 

4.4.1 Risk and Return 

 

The data provided by CoinMarketCap is stark but unwelcome - that a system as innovative as Bitcoin can offer 

returns that are out of this world, but that the cost of these returns is also out of this world. An average return of 

6.40% and a standard deviation of 21.11% already suggest a broad spectrum of returns already, but the 

annualised return and risk is even more noteworthy. Return and risk are almost equally matched at 76.80% and 

73.13%, respectively. The monthly returns tableau also confirms this - alongside crazy months of returns such 

as November 2024 at 37.36% and May 2019 at 60.25% can be found crazy drawdowns such as June 2022 at -

37.77% and May 2021 at -35.35%. For central banks this is an issue not simply because people invest in Bitcoin, 

but because increasing market depth and depth means these prices shocks increasingly have an effect on the 

wider economy, where traditional monetary tools may not have an impact. 

 

4.4.2 Regulatory landscape 

 

The Atlantic Council findings are of a regulatory environment that is changing, but patchily. Cryptocurrency is 

permitted in 45 of 75 countries but only 28 countries have put in place all four regulatory components (taxation, 

anti-money laundering/texting, consumer protection and licensing). In developing markets, there are only six. A 

wide chasm exists between allowing and regulating crypto. Even more telling is the fact that the level of 

restrictiveness and level of adoption are not related - even in countries where cryptocurrency is partially or 

entirely banned, the level of adoption is high. This points to the fact that the demand for cryptocurrency is not 

determined by permissive regulations, but by other economic realities, such as a lack of trust in the domestic 

currency and limited financial infrastructure. In this case, banning not only creates a blind spot for regulating 

cryptocurrency - it also misses that cryptocurrency is being used. 

 

4.4.3 Stablecoins and CBDCs 

 

Our finding that 80% of the US dollar-backed stablecoin flows in 2024 occurred outside the US hints at private 

digital assets already behaving as de facto monetary-type instruments in economies with restricted access to US 

dollars. At the same time, the fact that more than 90% of the countries examined have CBDC initiatives suggests 

that private crypto has imparted a competitive dynamic into the monetary sector. Central banks are not tinkering 

with digital currencies for fun - they are not only responding to the changing nature of money but also to the 
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changing conditions of global money. That nations are amending their laws relating to cryptocurrency alongside 

their CBDC launches suggests that these two trends are interconnected. 

 

 

4.4.4 Overall Assessment 

 

The two sets of data, taken together, provide complementary perspectives about the facts. The market data 

confirms that cryptocurrency is a high-risk, high-return investment whose variability presents challenges to 

financial stability. The policy data confirms that most countries don't have the policy tools to do so. The problem 

is not just financial, nor just legal, but both: any solution must remain mindful of both dimensions. 

 

CHAPTER -5 

CONCLUSION 

5.1 Future Prospects of Cryptocurrencies 

The overall trajectory of cryptocurrencies suggests neither complete disruption of traditional finance nor their 

disappearance, but rather a hybrid financial ecosystem. Across the literature, cryptocurrencies are consistently 

recognized as catalysts for financial innovation, efficiency, and inclusion. They enable faster, low-cost, and borderless 

transactions, which is especially valuable in developing economies where access to formal banking remains limited. 

At the same time, their defining characteristics—decentralization, price volatility, and weak regulatory oversight—

continue to limit their ability to function as stable money. Empirical studies show that cryptocurrencies are increasingly 

interconnected with traditional financial markets, transmitting shocks across asset classes such as stocks, commodities, 

and exchange rates. This growing integration implies that crypto markets are no longer isolated; instead, they are 

becoming part of the broader financial system, raising concerns about systemic risk. 

Another emerging trend is the reshaping of financial intermediation. Decentralized Finance (DeFi) platforms are 

beginning to replicate traditional banking functions such as lending, trading, and asset management without 

intermediaries. While this creates competition for banks, it also pushes them toward technological transformation, 

including blockchain adoption and crypto-related services. 

However, long-term sustainability depends on addressing persistent challenges: 

• Extreme price volatility 

• Cybersecurity and fraud risks 

• Energy consumption and environmental concerns 

• Lack of global regulatory consistency 

In essence, cryptocurrencies are likely to remain a complement rather than a full substitute for traditional financial 

systems. 

5.2 Role of Central Bank Digital Currencies (CBDCs) 

CBDCs are increasingly viewed as a bridge between innovation and stability. Unlike decentralized cryptocurrencies, 

CBDCs are state-backed digital currencies that combine the efficiency of digital payments with the trust and control of 

central banks. 

Research highlights several key roles of CBDCs: 

• Enhancing Financial Stability: 

CBDCs provide a regulated alternative to volatile cryptocurrencies. Evidence from controlled environments, 
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such as China’s digital yuan (e-CNY), shows that CBDCs can support banking stability while limiting the 

negative effects of private cryptocurrencies. 

• Improving Payment Systems: 

CBDCs can significantly reduce transaction costs, improve settlement speed, and enhance cross-border payment 

efficiency. 

• Preserving Monetary Sovereignty: 

As crypto adoption grows, central banks risk losing control over monetary policy transmission. CBDCs help 

maintain this control by ensuring that digital transactions remain within the regulated financial system. 

• Promoting Financial Inclusion: 

CBDCs can expand access to financial services, particularly in underbanked regions, by providing a secure and 

accessible digital payment infrastructure. 

• Countering Risks from Private Crypto Assets: 

CBDCs act as a safer alternative to stablecoins and other crypto-assets, reducing risks related to market 

instability, fraud, and capital flight. 

Despite these advantages, CBDCs also raise concerns regarding privacy, cybersecurity, and potential disintermediation 

of banks, meaning careful design and phased implementation are essential. 

5.3 Strategic Policy Recommendations 

Given the dual nature of cryptocurrencies—as both an opportunity and a risk—policy responses must be balanced, 

adaptive, and forward-looking. 

a. Develop Comprehensive and Harmonized Regulatory Frameworks 

Regulators should move beyond fragmented approaches and establish clear, consistent, and globally coordinated 

regulations. These should cover: 

• Anti-Money Laundering (AML) and Know Your Customer (KYC) compliance 

• Taxation policies 

• Classification of crypto assets (securities, commodities, etc.) 

A harmonized framework will reduce regulatory arbitrage and improve market confidence without stifling innovation. 

b. Adopt a “Regulate, Not Restrict” Approach 

Evidence suggests that strict bans are ineffective and may push crypto activities underground. Instead, policymakers 

should: 

• Encourage responsible innovation 

• Support regulated crypto exchanges and services 

• Create regulatory sandboxes for experimentation 

c. Strengthen Financial Stability Monitoring 

As crypto becomes more integrated with traditional finance, central banks and regulators must: 

• Monitor systemic risk spillovers 

• Track interlinkages between crypto and banking systems 

• Develop early warning systems for market shocks 
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d. Promote Bank–Crypto Collaboration 

Traditional banks should not treat cryptocurrencies solely as competitors. Instead, they should: 

• Integrate blockchain technology into operations 

• Offer crypto custody and trading services 

• Partner with fintech firms to enhance innovation 

This collaborative approach can improve efficiency while maintaining regulatory oversight. 

e. Accelerate CBDC Development 

Central banks should prioritize: 

• Pilot testing and phased rollout of CBDCs 

• Designing systems that balance privacy and transparency 

• Ensuring interoperability with existing payment systems 

CBDCs can act as a stabilizing force in an increasingly digital financial ecosystem. 

f. Address Environmental and Technological Risks 

Governments and institutions should: 

• Encourage energy-efficient consensus mechanisms 

• Promote the use of renewable energy in crypto mining 

• Invest in cybersecurity infrastructure 

g. Enhance Public Awareness and Investor Protection 

Given the speculative nature of crypto markets: 

• Investors should be educated about risks and volatility 

• Stronger mechanisms for consumer protection should be implemented 

• Transparent disclosure standards should be enforced 

5.4 Summary of study findings  

This study set out to examine the evolving role of cryptocurrencies within the financial system, particularly their impact 

on traditional banking, financial markets, and regulatory frameworks. The findings across the reviewed literature reveal 

a consistent pattern: cryptocurrencies are both transformative and disruptive, offering clear benefits while 

simultaneously introducing significant risks. 

One of the key conclusions is that cryptocurrencies have enhanced efficiency, speed, and accessibility in financial 

transactions. Their decentralized structure reduces reliance on intermediaries, lowers transaction costs, and supports 

financial inclusion, especially in regions with limited banking infrastructure. In addition, blockchain technology has 

driven innovation in financial services, encouraging banks to modernize their operations and adopt digital solutions. 

However, these advantages are counterbalanced by notable challenges. Cryptocurrencies exhibit high price volatility, 

making them unreliable as stable stores of value or units of account. Their increasing integration with traditional financial 

markets also raises concerns about systemic risk, as shocks in crypto markets can spill over into broader financial 

systems. Furthermore, issues such as regulatory uncertainty, cybersecurity threats, fraud, and illicit financial activities 

remain persistent obstacles to their widespread adoption. 
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The study also highlights the growing importance of Central Bank Digital Currencies (CBDCs) as a strategic response 

to the rise of cryptocurrencies. CBDCs offer a regulated and stable alternative that preserves monetary sovereignty while 

leveraging the benefits of digital innovation. They represent a potential pathway for integrating digital finance into the 

formal financial system without compromising stability. 

In terms of impact on traditional banking, the findings suggest that cryptocurrencies are unlikely to completely replace 

banks but will instead drive a restructuring of financial intermediation. Banks are increasingly adapting by incorporating 

blockchain technologies, offering crypto-related services, and collaborating with fintech firms. This indicates a future 

of coexistence and hybrid financial models, rather than outright displacement. 

5.5 Major Contributions of the Study 

• Provides a comprehensive synthesis of recent literature on cryptocurrency and its interaction with traditional 

banking systems. 

• Bridges gaps between financial innovation, systemic risk, and regulatory perspectives. 

• Highlights the dual nature of cryptocurrencies as both opportunities (efficiency, inclusion) and risks (volatility, 

instability). 

• Emphasizes the emerging role of CBDCs as a stabilizing and regulatory tool. 

• Offers policy-relevant insights for regulators, financial institutions, and policymakers. 

5.6 Final Remarks 

In conclusion, cryptocurrencies are reshaping the financial landscape in profound ways, but their long-term success 

depends heavily on balanced regulation, technological advancement, and institutional adaptation. A well-coordinated 

approach—combining innovation with effective oversight—will be essential to harness their benefits while minimizing 

risks. The future financial system is likely to be digitally driven, more inclusive, and increasingly interconnected, where 

cryptocurrencies, CBDCs, and traditional banking systems coexist and evolve together. 
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