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Abstract: 

The early science fiction and films have been deeply fascinated using Artificial Intelligence (AI). This abstract 

basically adhered by exploring AI which usually acts as a catalyst in early science fiction and films. And this study 

depicts the development of AI concepts and societal implications in various works and highlights their lasting 

influence with respect to Artificial Intelligence. We can trace out the emergence of AI in early science fiction and 

films in the early 19th century, which played a pivotal role in shaping fiction in a different way. Writers like Mary 

Shelly, in her novel “Frankenstein” (1818) and Karel Capek, with his work “R.U.R” (1920), enhanced audiences to the 

idea of creating artificial life, raising questions about the moral and ethical entanglement of playing God. We can also 

witness in the most iconic film “Metropolis” (1927) which was well directed by Fritz Lang which featured the 

character Maria, a robot; indeed, offering a glimpse of fear and fascination engaging AI. The portrayal of Maria 

created a lasting image of AI in a gracious manner as well as a potential threat, reflecting the anxieties of a rapidly 

industrializing world. Films like “Forbidden Planet” which presents Robby the robot and in Stanley Kubrick’s “2001: 

A space Odyssey” (1968) introduces HAL 9000 a sentinel AI, these presentations symbolize AI’s potential to assist 

and interact with humans in a different manner. In a drastic and dramatic manner, the literary exploration of AI in 

early science fiction and films offers invaluable insights into the origins of AI narratives and their enduring impact on 

our understanding of artificial intelligence. And these early works in the 90’s serve as a foundational text in the 

ongoing discourse about AI’s role in society and the responsibilities that come with the development. 
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Introduction: 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) refers to the development of computer systems that can perform tasks that typically require 

human intelligence. Artificial intelligence in literature often explores things of technology, ethics and the impact of AI 

on society. Authors use it to reflect on human nature, consciousness and the potential consequences of advanced 

technology. The concept of artificial intelligence (AI) has been a fascinating and thought-provoking subject in human 

culture for centuries. Its roots can be traced back to early science fiction literature, where writers envisioned the 

creation of intelligent beings or machines that could rival or surpass human capabilities. These early works often 

served as cautionary tales, exploring the potential dangers and ethical implications of playing with the boundaries of 

artificial life. Artificial Intelligence in English literature has been a captivating theme, exploring the intersection of 

technology, humanity and ethics. From Mary Shelley’s “Frankenstein” to contemporary works, AI has evolved as a 

metaphor for human ambition and the consequences of playing with the boundaries of creation. 

The Genesis: "Frankenstein" and the Birth of AI Themes: 

 

Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein" is a seminal work that laid the foundation for exploring themes central to artificial 

intelligence narratives. The novel was published in 1818 which introduces Dr. Victor Frankenstein, a scientist driven 

by ambition and curiosity to create life through unconventional scientific means. Shelley's portrayal of Dr. 

Frankenstein's creation, often referred to as the "creature" or "Frankenstein's monster," serves as a cautionary tale 

about the potential consequences of unchecked scientific ambition. 

At its core, "Frankenstein" encapsulates key themes that have become intrinsic to AI narratives. The concept of 

playing god, the hubris of attempting to surpass the natural order, and the moral responsibility tied to the act of 

creation are all woven into the narrative. Dr. Frankenstein's initial excitement and pride in his creation quickly turns to 

horror and regret as he realizes the unintended consequences of his actions. The creature, abandoned and rejected by 

its creator, grapples with its own existence and the cruelty it faces from a world that perceives it as a monstrous 

aberration. 

"Frankenstein" raises questions about the ethical boundaries of scientific experimentation, the potential dangers of 

playing with the fundamental forces of life, and the moral duty that accompanies the act of creation. These themes 

have reverberated through the centuries and continue to shape discussions around the ethical development and 

deployment of artificial intelligence. 
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Early Film Explorations: "Metropolis" and the Rise of Visual AI: 

"Fritz Lang's "Metropolis," released in 1927, marked a significant moment in the evolution of AI storytelling, 

especially as it transitioned from literature to film. This iconic silent science fiction film, set in a dystopian future, 

introduced an unforgettable AI element—the humanoid robot Maria. Lang's use of German Expressionist aesthetics, 

characterized by distorted architecture and dramatic lighting, contributed to the eerie and otherworldly atmosphere of 

"Metropolis." This visual style heightened the emotional impact of the humanoid robot and the larger narrative 

surrounding the consequences of technological and societal advancements. The juxtaposition of the cold, mechanical 

nature of the robot against the chaotic and oppressive backdrop of the futuristic cityscape created a powerful visual 

metaphor for the potential dangers of unchecked technological progress. 

The portrayal of the humanoid robot in "Metropolis" encapsulated both fascination and fear associated with artificial 

beings. On one hand, there was awe at the technological marvel of creating a lifelike humanoid. On the other hand, 

there was an undercurrent of fear regarding the implications of such creations, echoing themes present in earlier AI 

literature. 

Fritz Lang's "Metropolis" not only introduced an iconic humanoid robot to cinema but also set visual and thematic 

standards for the portrayal of artificial beings. The film's dystopian setting and visual influence of German 

Expressionism added depth and complexity to the representation of AI, establishing a foundation for the exploration of 

these themes in future films." 

Isaac Asimov and the Ethical Foundations of AI: 

Isaac Asimov, a prolific science fiction writer, made significant contributions to the ethical considerations surrounding 

artificial intelligence through his creation of the "Three Laws of Robotics." Asimov's influential body of work, 

including his "Robot" series and various short stories, has had a lasting impact on the way society conceptualizes the 

ethical dimensions of AI. 

The Three Laws of Robotics, first introduced in Asimov's story "Runaround" (1942), became a foundational 

framework for ethical behavior in AI and robotics. The laws are as follows: 

● A robot may not injure a human being or, through inaction, allow a human being to come to harm. 
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● A robot must obey the orders given to it by human beings, except where such orders would conflict with the 

First Law. 

● A robot must protect its own existence as long as such protection does not conflict with the First or Second 

Law. 

Asimov's approach to AI ethics was notable for its emphasis on a proactive and preventative approach. However, 

Asimov's works also explored the limitations and complexities of implementing a rigid set of rules for AI. Many of his 

stories depicted scenarios where the Three Laws led to unexpected and challenging outcomes, illustrating the 

difficulties of encoding nuanced ethical decision-making into machines. 

Isaac Asimov's contributions to the ethical foundations of AI, as embodied in the Three Laws of Robotics, have played 

a crucial role in shaping the ongoing discourse surrounding the responsible development and deployment of artificial 

intelligence. His works remain a touchstone for exploring the intricate relationship between humanity and the 

intelligent machines we create. 

Golden Age of Science Fiction Films: The Human Touch in "Forbidden Planet": 

The "Forbidden Planet," released in 1956, is often considered a classic and a hallmark of the Golden Age of Science 

Fiction Films. One of its distinguishing features is the exploration of the human touch within the realm of artificial 

intelligence and advanced technology. The film, directed by Fred M. Wilcox, takes inspiration from William 

Shakespeare's play "The Tempest" and transports the narrative to a distant planet in the future. 

At the heart of "Forbidden Planet" is the relationship between humans and a highly advanced, artificial intelligence 

system called the "Krell." The Krell, an ancient and extinct alien race, had developed technology far beyond human 

comprehension.  

Dr. Morbius, a human scientist who has lived alone on the alien planet since the demise of the Krell has been studying 

and utilizing the advanced technology left behind by the Krell, including a powerful machine that can materialize 

thoughts. The human touch is further emphasized through the inclusion of Commander John J. Adams and his crew, 

who arrive on the planet to investigate the mysterious circumstances. The interactions between the human characters 

and the advanced technology create a tension between the awe-inspiring possibilities and the potential dangers 

inherent in the unknown. 
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As the plot unfolds, it becomes clear that Krell’s technology is not only a tool for progress but also a potential threat. 

The film explores the subconscious mind and the darker aspects of human nature, suggesting that advanced technology 

alone cannot eliminate the inherent flaws and desires of humanity. The film also raises questions about the responsible 

use of knowledge and the consequences of unleashing power without understanding its full implications. 

Legacy and Future Directions: 

The legacy of AI in literature and film has left an indelible mark on both popular culture and the way society views 

and understands artificial intelligence. As we reflect on this legacy, it's evident that AI storytelling has evolved from 

cautionary tales of unchecked scientific ambition to nuanced explorations of the ethical, emotional, and societal 

implications of creating intelligent machines. The themes of hubris, responsibility, and the moral consequences of 

playing God, as seen in Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein," continue to resonate in contemporary AI narratives. 

In literature, authors like Isaac Asimov have contributed significantly to shaping the discourse around AI ethics. 

Asimov's "Three Laws of Robotics" not only influenced the portrayal of robots in fiction but also sparked discussions 

about the ethical guidelines and responsibilities that should govern the development and deployment of AI in the real 

world. The legacy of these literary works persists in ongoing conversations about the ethical considerations of AI 

technologies, emphasizing the need for responsible innovation and the establishment of ethical frameworks. 

In cinema, the visual and narrative language established by films like "Metropolis" and "Forbidden Planet" has 

influenced how AI is represented on the silver screen. The iconic humanoid robot in "Metropolis" and the exploration 

of the human touch in "Forbidden Planet" have become archetypes that continue to shape the visual and thematic 

elements of AI storytelling in contemporary films. The portrayal of AI as both a source of wonder and a potential 

threat has become a recurring motif in popular culture. 

Looking to the future, AI storytelling is likely to grapple with increasingly complex questions as technology advances. 

As real-world AI applications become more prevalent, there is a growing need for narratives that explore the impact of 

AI on society, privacy, employment, and the very nature of what it means to be human. The integration of AI into 

everyday life raises ethical and philosophical questions that will be reflected and refracted in future literary and 

cinematic works. 

Moreover, as AI technologies themselves advance, the narratives may shift from cautionary tales to more optimistic 

explorations of the potential benefits of AI. Stories might delve into how AI can enhance human creativity, solve 
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complex problems, and contribute to the betterment of society. The evolving relationship between humans and AI, 

including issues of autonomy, consciousness, and empathy, will likely be central themes in future storytelling. 

In conclusion, the legacy of AI in literature and film has laid the groundwork for ongoing discussions about the 

intersection of humanity and technology. The rich tapestry of AI storytelling, woven with cautionary tales, ethical 

dilemmas, and explorations of human experience, provides a framework for understanding and navigating the complex 

relationship between humans and artificial intelligence. As we move forward, the evolving landscape of AI will 

continue to inspire new narratives that reflect our collective hopes, fears, and aspirations for the future. 
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