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Abstract 

The paper takes a critical view of Rohinton Mistry’s A Fine Balance from the diasporic lens.The Fine Balance gives 

a detailed account of the suffering of immigrants on a foreign land. Diaspora Literature mainly concentrates on 

rootlessness, displacement, loss of identity. The issues are mainly generated by the experiences of migration . 

The paper dwells on the ramifications of political ‘Emergency’ The thrust of this paper – “Rohinton Mistry as a 

Diasporic Writer ”is chiefly explorative. What the thesis has done uptil now is to study Rohinton Mistry’s 

fiction with the purpose of discovering the quality and aspects of diasporic literature. Rohinton Mistry’s 

fiction is an evidence of a diasporic writer to the social, economic and political maladies of the diasporic 

India. 
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1.1 Introduction 

The thrust of this paper – “Rohinton Mistry as a Diasporic Writer ”is chiefly explorative. The researcher has  studied 

Rohinton Mistry’s fiction with the purpose of discovering the quality and aspects of diasporic literature. 

Rohinton Mistry’s fiction is an outcome of a diasporic writer to the social, economic and political maladies 

of the diasporic India.   His approach to these problems has been one of insider-outsider writers. Mistry was 

born in Bombay on July 3, 1952 and migrated to Canada in 1975. He graduated from the University of Toronto 

in 1982. Though he started his career in banking, he took to fiction writing. Therefore , Mistry whose career 

and achievements can be seen as part of the worldwide culture changes, is part of a generation that had to 

face the problems which resulted from the withdrawal of imperial order and the consequent cultural confusion. 

Though Mistry lives in Canada, he does not write about his Canadian experiences or the problems he might 

have faced while adapting himself with the Canadian social and cultural environment; rather he writes quite 

authentically about his Indian experience before going to Canada. 

The term additionally is utilized to portray the encounters of uprooting and the resulting social, political and social 

arrangement. The diasporas consume differing space and so every one of them can't be clubbed together however 

they have a typical feeling of being in a state of banishment and they share a similar reasonableness according to 

their recognition, disposition and concern – 

that of removal, rootlessness, segregation, underestimation, personality emergency, social clash and so on. Therefore, 

for all its special and complex connotations, diaspora is a popular expression, a get all expression to speak to or 

to represent all developments, hypotheses of hybridity and multifaceted, multiethnic disengagements. Diaspora 

comprises of and is adapted by explicit chronicled minutes, and as the historical background of the term itself 

proposes, are dissipated and the term itself recommends, the dissipated and pulled together in to another 

dialogism with metropolitan focuses or other such destinations in to new purposes of turning out to be. In his 

early on comments to his book , Scholars of the Indian Diaspora, Jasbir Jain makes an intriguing point . 
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However, in his second novel, A Fine Balance, the canvas is wider as it covers the other two minority 

communities, the Muslims and the Sikhs, and the subaltern community, namely the chamars the lowest in the 

social wrung, the community which gets a treatment worse than the one meted out to animals. A Fine Equalization 

, cast against the scenery of the darkest period in India's post- autonomous political history - the crisis time frame, 

passes strictures and arraignments on the abundances of the Crisis, on the one hand by the political fat cats in the 

decision Congress Gathering and their partners in crime who spoke to the degenerate administration. The majority 

of the pundits have portrayed it as an incredible political novel. 

The novel manages not just the Parsi people group, spoke to by Dina Dalal and Nusswan yet in addition the 

Muslim people group spoke to by be Ashraf Chacha and the Sikh people group spoke to by Kapoor and the u 

unapproachable chamars. The tale uncovers the hardships and agonies confronted by poor people and oppressed 

because of the rich, the relentless, the monied class and the political fat cats. The author gives a message of 

finding some kind of harmony among expectation and despondency; in any case , the characters furthermore, the 

encounters they experience, neglect to persuade the pursuers whether they have truly found some kind of harmony 

in their lives. Toward the finish of the novel, the peruser finds that all the characters have developed without a 

doubt more troubled however have they become more shrewd and dicey . 

The Darjis in A Fine Balance , Om Prakash and Ishwar pass through innumerable hardships , embarrassments and 

lamentable sufferings. As a matter of fact as a result of constrained nasbandi activity, they are turned genuinely 

debilitated. They are crushed yet not demolished. Their will to endure invigorates them internal to confront any 

test that life can toss at them. A large portion of the level characters are the delegates from the political world. 

Lawmakers, their operators like Thakur Dharamshi have as it were one crucial life – to misuse poor people and the 

defenseless and lose no chance to bring in cash and appreciate 

power. 

Mistry is supplied with a great account method which focuses on realities. Nonetheless, Mistry is talented with an 

inventive creative mind that transforms realities into thoughts and clichés to all inclusive facts . In plot construction 

he follows, the ordered technique; the structure is episodical, the improvement direct. There is a plenteous utilization 

of parody and the peruser can watch Mistry's noble indignation and angry analysis of the incredible classes , be 

it high society individuals or legislators who misuse the vulnerable, poor people , the destitute and the pathetic. 

Mistry appears to recommend that society is partitioned into just two classes – those who are well off and the 

have -notes, the exploiter and the misused. 

 

1.2 About the author 

 

The Novelist Rohinton Mistry is considered as one of the prominent names in English Literature and his novel 

is well known for key observation on the people of the society, often in a humorous or satiric manner. 

The Fine Balance is a great novel which gives a detailed account of the suffering of immigrants on a foreign 

land. 

 

 

1.3 Applying diaspora theory to the novel  A Fine Balance 

 

The multi – nationals are in a roundabout way answerable for Maneck's diaspora from the slopes, Om and Ishvar 

are moved from the "Town by the River" to the "City by the Sea" to get away from the outrages of standing 

based governmental issues and the virtual breakdown of retail family run ventures notwithstanding developing 

industrialization. The diaspora of Om and Ishvar exemplifies the far reaching marvel of cattiest legislative issues 

and common uproars evacuating entire populaces of poor, worn out, clueless and politically unawakened masses and 

throwing them into new characters. This is additionally intensified by monetary and budgetary misfortunes in the 

wake of modernization and industrialist  venture. 

Displacement:- As a Parsi   and   afterward   a worker in   Canada,   Mistry   sees himself as an image of twofold 

removal. This feeling of relocation is an intermittent reality in the lives of the novel's heroes. Ishwar and 

Omprakash generally had a place with the low station of shoemakers that is of "Chamars". Social constraint and 

disheartening possibilities made their ancestors drive them into an increasingly good calling - fitting. It features 

the human will to separate from the chains of the subaltern presence. In the novel, these men, however utilized 
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as tailors, are continually mindful of their underlying foundations inside the

Indian social system and are assailed consistently by a feeling of submission to the inevitable and blame that 

is the parcel of the lower positions. As history would bear declaration , decreasing roads of work, monetary 

impulses and the bait of the city take them away, in the same way as other others, from their natural provincial 

condition. They are two of a large number of such dislodged, reluctant, battling people who battle unremittingly 

to make sure about a spot in the irritating horde of urban life. The passionate dislodging of receiving another 

proficient personality and the physical dislodging of moving to the city consolidate to give Om and Ishwar a 

longing to repossess the straight forward delights of provincial life. Such emotions are joined by a complex feeling 

of estrangement to which they at last capitulate and end up as homeless people in the city of the city.

 Maneck Kohlah, the young man from the pristine slopes Maneck Kohlah, the young man 

from the pristine slopes of the Himalayas, is another victim of this sense of double displacement. Apart 

from the geographical transition from the secure recesses of the parental home,   Maneck   has to   face the 

disturbing emotional displacement into urban college life. In an Indian trying to reconcile it to the Emergency 

, Maneck has to swallow the insults of seniors and hasto endeavor to adapt himself to the repressive political 

atmosphere in college. Mistry creates the character of Avinash, a fiery student activist, as a foil 

 

to Maneck and in the brutal political murder of Avinas Maneck understands his own limitations and escapist 

tendencies. Unable to confront these realities, 

Maneck seeks a way out in suicide. This brings into focus yet another perspective on the sense of displacement 

in the novel. this vsense of double displacement. from the geographical transition from the secure recesses of the 

parental home, Maneck has to face the disturbing emotional displacement into urban college life. In an India 

trying to reconcile it to the Emergency, Maneck hasb to swallow the insults of seniors and hasto endeavor to adapt 

himself to the repressive political atmosphere in college. Mistry creates the character of Avinash, a fiery student 

activist, as a foil to Maneck and in the brutal political murder of Avinash; Maneck understands his own limitations 

and escapist tendencies. Unableb to confront these realities, Maneck seeks ab wayout in suicide. This brings in 

to infocus yet another perspective on the sense of displacement in the novel. 

Dina life is a progression of enthusiastic changes and movements of enthusiastic stays . Crossing the street of life, 

she is a desolate figure who encounters stunning types of misuse. Her intense feeling of dislodging is more 

enthusiastic than physical as her cognizance flutters between fleeting times of satisfaction and apparently unending 

episodes of torment. This might be set apart in the polarity between her brief union with Rustom Dalal, her 

short lived undertaking with Freedom, her effective however fleeting fitting endeavor and the

maltreatment at the hands of her sibling, physical terrorizing by her landowner, the breakdown of her fitting endeavor 

with Ishwar and Omprakash and her last mortifying come back to her sibling's home as an unpaid residential servant 

. Dina's change through life is cyclic, it could be said. She starts life in her sibling's home and in the wake of 

encountering the ideas of life , comes back to it in a terrible condition of self - rout. 

Depiction of casteism:-Mistry has focused on the critical picture of his lost country, gives a knowledge into the 

rustic India and notices the barbarities submitted on the untouchables. The Chamars spent their life in devoted 

consistency with the conventions and of the station framework and what's more, made due with mortification and 

self control as their steady mates. Buddhu's significant other would not go to the field with the Zamindaris child 

so they shaved off her head and strolled her exposed through the square and Dukhi's better half   was 

assaulted in the plantation. They were powerless unfortunate casualties and their wrongdoings were shifted and 

innovative; a Bhungi had set out to let his unclean eyes meet Brahmin's eyes and a Chamar had strolled on an 

inappropriate side of the sanctuary street and contaminated. 

Another had wandered close to a Puja that was in progress and permitted his undeserving ears to catch the 

consecrated shlokas. When Dukhi turned into the dad of two children, he dreaded for his family's security and as a 

 

precautionary measure, he made a special effort to be servile. The youngsters of the low ranks were denied the 

privilege of training; Ishvar and Narayan were canned seriously when they entered the study hall. When Naray needed 

to declare his entitlement to cast a ballot, he and his sidekicks were draped exposed by their lower legs from the parts 

of a banyan tree and the Thakur's men fiercely slaughtered them. Their bodies were shown in the town square and 
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their whole family consumed alive. The essayist here spotlights on man's brutality to man and on the hardship, 

imbalances and shamefulness looked by the oppressed in India. 

Struggle for identity and survival:- All the four fundamental characters are forlorn and battling for personality 

furthermore, endurance. Social conditions, forlornness and a feeling of rootlessness unite them and manufacture an 

obligation of comprehension as they battle to endure. The human soul shown by these four characters of various class 

foundations and ages, in spite of rehashed mishaps, maintains Mistry's unobtrusive political subject of how 

individuals can suffer and make due with some respect in spite of severe conditions. At last, the four primary 

characters are attempting to keep up 'a fine equalization' in their lives. 

The novel begins with a note of fortuitous events. Maneck and the two tailors are sitting in a similar compartment of 

a nearby train, heading out to a similar goal, Dina's home. As is run of the mill in the Indian trains, they begin talking 

and understand that 

 

 

they are looking for the equivalent address. At first, both Ishvar and Omprakash are worried that Maneck is an 

adversary for the activity. Be that as it may, they become neighborly once they understand that Maneck isn't looking 

for work with Dina. The months they spend in Dina's home enables this fellowship to blossom and develop. The 

predicament and sufferings of Omprakash gives Maneck a more extensive point of view of life and human misery. 

Staying bright and holding a sense of diversion regardless of inordinate affliction are honorable characteristics in 

both Ishvar and Omprakash. Maneck likewise benefits by taking an interest in Dina's battle to hold her feeling of 

freedom. The travails of Ishvar, Omprakash and Dinabai make Meneck understand that his mates in school are 

inconsequential correlations. The feeling of brotherhood that.creates as this group of four battle to comply with the 

fare request time constraints (Dinabai acquires her salary by giving custom fitted garments to a fare firm) gives 

Maneck an increasingly full grown disposition to life. The preliminaries, the tribulations, the common jokes, the 

affections, eating a similar nourishment what's more, a feeling of experience empowers Maneck to understand that 

life is frequently "a fine parity" among bliss and misery. There are consistently changes, regardless of whether at the 

ghettos where Ishvar and Omprakash live in Mumbai or issues of nourishment and political aggravation at the private 

square at Maneck’s school, among the homeless people in the avenues or the rise of rivalry which breaks Maneck's 

father's restraining infrastructure of the Cola drinks in his old neighborhood. 

 

Rohinton Mistry’s novel A Fine Balance reveals the tragic life of each individual in the colonized country India. It is 

the story about the downtrodden and marginalized people in Indian soil. Mistry brings various people from various 

backgrounds to narrate the story. There are four major characters in this novel. They are Ishvar, Omprakash, Maneck 

and Dina Dalal. The story revolves around these four characters till the end of the novel. Ishvar and Omprakash are 

measured as untouchables. So they are treated crucially by the high class people in this novel. They migrated to the 

city life to guard themselves from the caste system. Maneck is a Parsi student who also comes to the city to study 

engineering to balance his family’s financial crisis. Dina is a Parsi woman who tries to build an independent life for 

her. From these four characters Mistry describes the struggles, mistreatment and pathetic situations of marginalized 

and downtrodden people in the society. Next, he also portrays how they are closely tied up with dominance wherever 

they go. Therefore Mistry’s A Fine Balance elaborately deals with many postcolonial elements such as subaltern 

issues, diaspora, identity, alienation and alterity. 

 

 

In A Fine Balance, Mistry for the most part clarifies the outrages submitted on the two needy individuals who 

originated from a little town. Ishvar Darji also, Omprakash are the two townspeople who have lost their life and battled 

with personality emergencies in postcolonial India. From these two individuals, he has clarified the unheard voices of

the subaltern also, untouchables in Indian culture. The creator has depicted the enslavement of low class individuals 

particularly under the name of station framework in rustic Indian culture. Right now just Ishvar also, Omprakash has 

experienced this concealment be that as it may, their relatives and their whole town individuals confronted a similar 

issue. Mistry uncovers the genuine and existing bleak side of India in A Fine Parity. Right now, the individuals are 

stifled and abused by financial, political also, social emergency. Mistry shows the perilous and melancholy existence 

of subaltern individuals in Indian culture at first. . 

http://www.ijsrem.com/


          International Journal of Scientific Research in Engineering and Management (IJSREM) 
                       Volume: 08 Issue: 04 | April - 2024                         SJIF Rating: 8.448                                    ISSN: 2582-3930       

  

© 2024, IJSREM      | www.ijsrem.com                                                                                                                |        Page 5 
 

Mistry discusses the subaltern and minimized individuals' life during the Crisis demonstration pronounced in 

postcolonial India. In A Fine Equalization Mistry uncovered that the chamaar position, the oppressed and different 

untouchables are treated severely by the high society individuals. They are regularly tormented by them. They are 

never referred to as individuals however considered as brute. He again emphasizes a significant point which is as yet 

winning in pilgrim India significantly after the freedom. He makes reference to that many low class subaltern 

individuals rely upon the rich high society individuals for their monetary endurance all through their life. Thus a few 

Thakurs who have had a place with high class society have contracted the town low class individuals for their works. 

They have just paid little pay for the low class individuals which are insufficient for their work. It is the least 

demanding route to the high class individuals to stifle and adventure the low class individuals very effectively in 

 

 

the general public. In the event that the unapproachable raise their voice against this savage movement of the Thakurs, 

they are only abused by the Thakurs. Thakurs are the privileged individuals in India. From this.incident, the author 

highly insists that Dhuki and other low class people do not get proper wages for their hard work. They get only low 

payment from their owner. Even though they get angry at them, they do not do anything against them. As a suppressed 

and marginalized untouchable they cannot get proper income for their hard work. But their high class owners are 

happy with Sucking the blood of all the hardworking low class people. 

It is appeared by the creator through the characters Ishvar and Narayanan. They are dealt with severely when they go 

into the homeroom due to the over fervor to see the study hall. As indicated by the instructor, they have contaminated 

the class and the learning instruments as a result of their touch and nearness there. So the instructor has beaten them 

savagely. At the point when their dad Dhuki knows it, he needs equity for his children. So he draws near Savant 

Laluram to get equity for his children. Be that as it may, the high class Savant gives the kindness to his group man not 

to Dhuki Mochi and his children. This shows the untouchables never get Equity in their life. Thus the smothered and 

minimized are compelled to carry on with their life under the fascism of the high class individuals. On the off chance 

that they won't comply with the standards and expressions of the high class individuals, they out of nowhere meet their 

sad end in their life. 

 

 

Then the caste system not only brings troubles to the low class men but also to the women. The women are crushed 

in the hands of upper class men. Purity and virginity are the wealth of a woman. Sometimes their wealth is plundered 

by the crucial animals in the name of high class men. So many untouchable women have lost their life in the hands of 

upper class people in A Fine Balance. Dukhi’s wife is violated by a high class man when the lady in the night. This 

happened to Dukhi’s better half and furthermore to such huge numbers of ladies in the town. This abhorrent 

movement additionally brings by the creator in his novel. It shows that the smothered individuals are denounced by 

their pollution on one side. On another side their uprightness is disregarded to get bliss by the high class individuals. 

It is a lamentable state of untouchables in the general public. In spite of the fact that they think to dissent, they can't 

execute it in their activities. Since Narayanan contradicts the demonstration of high class men, his family and his 

supporters become the prey for those high class men. Through this we can see the servitude of the discouraged 

individuals in the novel A Fine balance. 

Dina Dalal is another character right now. After Dukhi’s family, she is the following one who is endured under 

oppression by her nearby family members. In her case, she experiences male control. As a lady, she battles to make 

a free world for her own. Be that as it may, she can't make it till the finish of the novel. She battles significantly under 

 

 

the predominance of her sibling. She is stifled by her sibling after the demise of her dad. She attempts to stand 

financially autonomous in her life yet she can't achieve it all through the novel. At that point there are such a large 

number of minor characters they are inhabiting the ghetto in ocean city additionally stifled for the sake of political 

force right now. Their life is destroyed by the name of a political pioneer. The creator clearly delineates one thought 

that there is no adjustment in the life of discouraged and underestimated individuals. Since previously autonomy they 

have been smothered by the colonizer and now it's supplanted by high class political force. Right now, A Fine Offset 

is managing subaltern issues and makes it a subaltern novel. 

Mistry manages another postcolonial component that is personality emergency in A Fine Parity. Through the hero, the 

creator gives a thought regarding self-personality. At that point different characters are continually looking for their 
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personality. For the situation of Ishvar and Omprakash, they move to the ocean city to start a new life and to get a new 

personality. Similarly Maneck moves abroad to make a new personality. Dina Dalal begins her life as a sewer to get 

a new personality. At that point Narayanan the dad of Omprakash shapes himself as a tailor to gain explicit personality 

however it goes in vain. 

 

 

All the characters in A Fine Balance do not obtain their self-identity. Ishvar and Omprakash both could not get their 

identity even though they had learnt the art of sewing with the help of Ashraf. They cannot establish themselves as 

well known tailors even in their own land due to the caste system. They also cannot show themselves as perfect tailors 

in the sea city due to political changes. There is no possibility to reach their destination. Finally they get the identity 

they ever expected in their life. At the end of the novel, they do not become the ideal tailors, instead they become 

beggars. Dina Dalal is another important character who tries to achieve her identity as an independent woman in this 

novel. She is a Parsi woman, she has faced so many difficulties in her life. She could not create a reputable and 

independent identity for her own. Dina Dalal thinks that she can get an identity with her profession as a doctor but she 

cannot make it real. This is the first failure of Dina Dalal to make her own identity in the society. 

Then she shapes herself as a seamstress but she cannot carry out this profession successfully in her life. Because of 

the financial crisis she cannot continue her life as seamstress in society. Herdestiny makes her dependent on her 

brother at the climax of the novel. Then Maneck is lacking his identity when he feels he is different from others in his 

college days.Ishvar and Omprakash are also feeling alienated when they have spent their time in the sea city. After 

some times, the two untouchables force 

 

 

to live their life as street dogs in the sea city. Like nomads, they move from nawaz’s awning to their slum dwelling, 

then to railway platform, then to the entrance of chemist’s shop where they are mistaken for beggars, compelled to 

drag as laborers and finally released from the inviolable hell by the beggarmaster. They are struggling a lot for their 

survival. They have taken to the City Beautification Program without their advantage what's more, filled in as works 

for scarcely any months. Right now, they are compelled to move to different spots in the city. It gives them the 

sentiment of wistfulness furthermore, aching for their local land. 

Maneck is another notable individual in A Fine Parity who has diasporic encounters throughout his life. He is moved 

to the ocean city in regards to his school life. He leaves his defensive condition of his home in the slopes to the school 

in the city. It makes him frequently stress about his essential days in his local land. Thus Mistry’s A Fine Balance is 

dealt with the suppressed and marginalized people’s sufferings, their quest for identity, their insecurity in alienland 

and their self-alienation from family and the society. The author gives importance to the postcolonial elements in this 

novel. Therefore he concentrates on the postcolonial elements such as Subaltern issues, Diaspora, Identity crisis and 

Alienation in this novel.  
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