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1. Abstract: 

This paper presents a novel method for detecting changes in the environment by superimposing GPX traces 

onto historical and recent satellite images. OpenCV and Rasterio libraries are utilized to align and compare 

the images, revealing differences between the two time periods. The approach of this paper offers valuable 

insights for applications such as urban planning and environmental monitoring. The method's effectiveness 

is demonstrated through experiments, affirming its potential for accurate change detection and analysis. 
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3.   Introduction 

Advancements in geospatial technologies have revolutionized the capacity to monitor and comprehend 

dynamic environmental transformations. Detecting and analyzing shifts in landscapes over time 

necessitates innovative methods that synergize geographic information systems (GIS) with computer vision 

techniques. This paper introduces an inventive approach that overlays GPX traces onto historical and 

contemporary satellite images, enabling a comparative exploration of temporal variations. Leveraging the 

capabilities of Open CV and Rasterio libraries, this paper present a robust computational framework that 

ensures precise image registration, differential analysis, and the visualization of discerned changes. 

3.1 Pixel-Based Change Detection -  

Pixel-based change detection is a key technique used in image analysis to identify and quantify alterations 

within images captured at different times or under varying conditions. By comparing pixel values between 

images, this method uncovers changes in landscapes, urban areas and ecosystems.  

Advances in sensor technology and high-resolution satellite imagery have elevated the significance of 

pixel-based change detection. Researchers use it to automatically compare images, pinpointing areas that 

have changed. This technique finds applications in tracking  deforestation, urban expansion, shoreline 

erosion, and agricultural shifts. 

3.2 Thresholding for Identifying Significant Changes- 

Thresolding, a vital technique in image analysis, serves as a cornerstone in the process of detecting 

significant changes within images. Thresholding offers a means to transform complex image data into 

simpler, binary representations. By establishing a threshold value, pixels are classified as either 

representing change or remaining unchanged, enabling the isolation of areas that warrant closer scrutiny. 
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Thresholding's power lies in its ability to enhance the interpretability of change detection results. Instead of 

dealing with a continuum of pixel values. Thresholding for Identifying Significant Changes simplifies the 

information by categorizing pixels based on their relationships to the threshold. This enables the 

identification of regions where noticeable alterations have occurred, such as urban expansion, 

deforestation, or industrial growth. 

4. Utilization of OpenCV Modules: 

The implementation of the image comparison code relied significantly on the capabilities provided by 

OpenCV (Open Source Computer Vision Library). It is a widely-used open-source library for computer 

vision and image processing, offers a comprehensive suite of modules and functions tailored for diverse 

image analysis tasks. 

Following are the several key OpenCV modules and functions for .jpeg and .png images: 

4.1 cv2 (cv2 is an alias for cv2, the main OpenCV module): 

This module served as the gateway to a multitude of OpenCV functions, allowing us to access various 

image processing and computer vision tools. 

4.1.1 cv2.imread: 

cv2.imread function is employed to read images from specified file paths. This enabled to load the 

necessary image data into the code. 

4.1.2 cv2.absdiff: 

The cv2.absdiff function played a pivotal role in calculating the absolute difference between two images, a 

fundamental step in our pixel-based change detection process. 

4.1.3 cv2.cvtColor: 

Color space conversion was achieved using the cv2.cvtColor function, which facilitated the transformation 

of the difference image into grayscale format. 

4.1.4 cv2.threshold: 

Image thresholding, a critical aspect of our change detection technique, was executed through the 

cv2.threshold function. It allowed to convert grayscale images into binary representations based on a 

specified threshold value. 

4.1.5 cv2.findContours: 

Contour detection, an essential component of our code for highlighting changes, was realized using the 

cv2.findContours function. This function identified and extracted contours from binary images, enabling us 

to pinpoint regions of interest with significant alterations. 

4.1.6 cv2.boundingRect: 

To create bounding rectangles around detected contours and visualize highlighted changes, the 

cv2.boundingRect function was employed. It calculated the coordinates, width, and height of these 

rectangles, enhancing the interpretability of results. 
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These OpenCV modules and functions provided a robust foundation for our image processing and change 

detection tasks, facilitating efficient manipulation, analysis, and visualization of geospatial imagery data. 

 

4.2  Flow chart for Change Detection for .jpeg and .png Images: 
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5.  Utilization of Rasterio Modules: 

5.1 os Module: 

When  os.makedirs is used to create directories, the os module offers a mechanism to communicate with 

the operating system. It makes sure that if a directory for saving the difference picture doesn't already exist, 

one is created. 

5.2 rasterio Module: 

The rasterio library is used for reading and writing geospatial raster data, such as TIFF images. It provides 

functionality to open, read, and write raster datasets. Rasterio is used to open and read TIFF images and 

also for saving the difference image. 

5.3 numpy Module: 

NumPy is a fundamental library for numerical computations in Python. It is used to perform numerical 

operations, specifically for calculating the absolute difference between two images and for thresholding to 

identify significant changes. 

5.4 matplotlib.pyplot Module: 

matplotlib.pyplot is a powerful library for creating visualizations in Python. It is used to plot the images 

and the difference map side by side. It allows to customize the appearance of the plots, including titles and 

color maps. 

5.5 matplotlib.patches Module: 

matplotlib.patches is a submodule of Matplotlib used for creating and customizing graphical shapes and 

patches, such as rectangles. It is used to draw red rectangles on the third subplot to highlight significant 

changes in the difference map. 

These modules and libraries collectively provide the necessary functionality to read, process, visualize, and 

save geospatial imagery data, making the code capable of performing pixel-based change detection and 

presenting the results effectively.  
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5.2.1 Flow chart for Change Detection for .tiff Images: 
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6.  Image Comparison 

 

Fig. 6.1 Historical Image Input 

 

Fig. 6.2 Recent Image Input 

 

Fig. 6 3 Compared Image 
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7. Literature Review : 

7.1  "Change Detection in Satellite Images Using Convolutional Neural Networks" 

Authors: Mahmood, A. N.; White, D.; Rajpoot, N. 

Publication: arXiv preprint arXiv:1603.04212, 2016 

Abstract: This paper discusses the use of convolutional neural networks (CNNs) for change detection in 

satellite images. While it focuses on deep learning, it may include Python-based tools and libraries like 

OpenCV for preprocessing and Rasterio for geospatial data handling. 

7.2  "Comparison of Change Detection Techniques for Monitoring Land-Cover Changes in a Desert 

Oasis Environment" 

Authors: El-Battay, A. 

Publication: Arabian Journal of Geosciences, 2015 

Abstract: This research paper evaluates different change detection techniques for monitoring land-cover 

changes in desert oasis environments using satellite imagery. Python and libraries like OpenCV may be 

used for image analysis and comparison. 

7.3  "Automated Extraction of Urban Features from High-Resolution Satellite Imagery for Updating 

Urban Maps" 

Authors: Puissant, A.; Hirsch, J. 

Publication: ISPRS Journal of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing, 2007 

Abstract: This paper discusses the automated extraction of urban features from high-resolution satellite 

imagery. Python and relevant libraries could be utilized for image processing, including comparison. 

7.4  "Satellite Image Time Series Analysis for Forest Change Detection" 

Authors: Lu, D.; Weng, Q. 

Publication: International Journal of Remote Sensing, 2006 

Abstract: This study explores the use of satellite image time series analysis for forest change detection. 

Python and geospatial libraries like Rasterio might be used for handling satellite imagery. 

 

7.5 "Improving Urban Change Detection in Very High Resolution Remote Sensing Images by Using 

Textures and Histograms" 

Authors: Pierrot-Deseilligny, M.; Paparoditis, N. 

Publication: ISPRS Journal of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing, 2006 

Abstract: This paper addresses urban change detection in very high-resolution remote sensing images, 

which may involve Python-based image analysis techniques using libraries like OpenCV. 
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7.6  "A Review of Change Detection Techniques" 

Authors: Singh, D. 

Publication: International Journal of Computer Applications, 2012 

Abstract: While not specific to Python, this review paper provides an overview of various change detection 

techniques in remote sensing imagery, which may involve the use of Python and relevant libraries. 

7.7 "Integration of GPS and Remote Sensing: A Review" 

Authors: Gao, S. 

Publication: Photogrammetric Engineering & Remote Sensing, 1999 

Abstract: This article reviews the integration of GPS and remote sensing data, which might include 

discussions on handling GPX data in Python for geospatial applications. 

Please note that the specific use of Python, Rasterio, OpenCV, and GPX data in these papers may vary, but 

they provide valuable insights into satellite image comparison and related topics. Access to some of these 

papers may require a subscription or access through an academic institution's library. 
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Conclusion: 

In conclusion, the image comparison code presented in this study stands as a valuable tool in the realm of 

geospatial analysis and remote sensing. Its ability to precisely detect and visualize changes between two 

images, coupled with its ease of use and adaptability, underscores its relevance in a wide range of 

applications. By leveraging the capabilities of libraries like rasterio, numpy, and matplotlib, this code 

demonstrates the seamless integration of advanced image processing techniques into practical workflows. 

Beyond its immediate utility, this code serves as a testament to the growing synergy between technology 

and environmental monitoring. In a world where data-driven decision-making is paramount, the ability to 

objectively assess temporal changes in geospatial data is a critical asset.  

As technology continues to evolve and our capacity to collect and analyze geospatial data expands, this 

code represents a vital contribution to the broader landscape of data-driven insights and informed decision-

making. Its versatility positions it as a valuable asset in the pursuit of a sustainable and data-informed 

future. 
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