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Abstract: 

                 This study examines the integration of English language training into a vocational curriculum to promote 

employability and life skills with an emphasis on aligning with the goals defined in the National Education Policy (NEP) 

of 2020. The main aim is to understand how the inclusion of English language skills in vocational training courses can 

help to improve employability and develop core life skills among students. The research employed a mixed-methods 

design using both qualitative and quantitative methods. Qualitative information is gathered using interviews and focus 

group discussions with policymakers, educators, and industry specialists, while quantitative information is obtained using 

surveys that are conducted among students attending vocational programs. The key findings of the research reveal that 

there is an existing high level of correlation between employability and skills development in the context of English 

language proficiency. Participants also appreciated the significance of English skills in furthering career opportunities and 

helping workers communicate more effectively at work. Additionally, research indicates that incorporating English 

language instruction into a vocational curriculum helps students learn vital life skills like critical thinking, problem-

solving, and flexibility, all of which are vital to attaining professional success as well as personal fulfillment. 

                The findings of the study have important implications for educational policymakers, curriculum planners, and 

vocational training educators. By appreciating the interactions between English language instruction, employability, and 

life skills acquisition, stakeholders can formulate curriculum frameworks that enhance the readiness of learners to meet 

the challenges of the contemporary workplace. Additionally, the findings highlight the need to include language 

attainment as a core element of vocational training programs to endow learners with the skills needed to be successful in 

their profession. Overall, this study offers significant insights into how English language education can contribute to 

enhancing employability and holistic skill development in vocational education, in keeping with the goals provided in the 

NEP 2020. 

Keywords: Mixed-methods approach, Qualitative research, Quantitative research, Critical thinking, Problem-solving, 
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Iintroduction 

               Within modern educational parlance, the inclusion of life skills and employability in vocational curriculums has 

come under strong momentum since countries want to prepare their labor force with skills that are consonant with the 

requirements of the new economy. India's 2020 National Education Policy (NEP) lays a vision-based pathway for 

transforming the education system with the focus on the all-round development of the learner and harmonization of 

curricular goals to cater for the changing needs of society. In this context, the position of English language instruction 

becomes crucial, playing the dual role of a medium of communication and a vehicle for acquiring vital skills to succeed 
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in the job market. The intersection of English language instruction, employability skills, and life skills in the vocational 

curriculum is a vibrant center with significant implications for all stakeholders in education, policymakers, and business 

leaders. Central to this nexus is the challenge of developing a generation of students with technical capabilities alongside 

the communicative skills and flexibility necessary for operating in various professional environments. The exact processes 

by which English language training can play an effective role in developing employability and life skills in vocational 

contexts are still comparatively underexamined, calling for rigorous research and empirical analysis. This study attempts 

to fill this void by exploring the vocationalization of English language education in the context of the vocational 

curriculum under NEP 2020, specifically focusing on its potential for enhancing employability and life skills development 

among students. By shedding light on how language capability, readiness for employment, and integrative skill acquisition 

interact with one another, this research aims to provide insights that can shape Indian education policy, curriculum 

development, and pedagogical practice.  

1.1 Significance of the Research: 

                The relevance of this study is multidimensional, echoing in many areas of educational practice, policy, and 

scholarship. It first responds to the call made in NEP 2020 to shift the direction of educational priorities towards 

comprehensive development and lifelong learning. Through examining the contribution of English language education to 

the development of employability and life skills in vocational curriculums, this research is squarely aligned with the policy 

requirement for preparing learners with the myriad competencies that will ensure high performance in the 21st-century 

labor market. In addition, this study has implications for curriculum planners and teachers charged with designing and 

delivering vocational programs. Through the revelation of the synergy between technical skill acquisition and proficiency 

in English, this study's findings have the potential to guide the design of harmonized curricular frameworks that prioritize 

the development of both technical and soft skills, enhancing the effectiveness and relevance of vocational education 

programs. In addition, this research adds to the larger body of academic literature on vocational training, language 

education, and workforce development. Through the multidisciplinary approach of combining wisdom from linguistics, 

education, and workforce studies, this research provides a rich insight into the ways in which language plays a crucial role 

in influencing individuals' employment trajectories as well as their socio-economic prospects. 

1.2 Overview of Relevant Literature: 

                 The literature on the integration of English language education within vocational curriculum underscores its 

multifaceted benefits for learners' employability and life skills development. Studies by Smith (2018) and Jones (2020) 

have highlighted the positive correlation between English proficiency and job prospects in diverse sectors, emphasizing 

the pivotal role of language competence in enhancing employability. Moreover, research by Brown et al. (2019) and Lee 

(2021) have underscored the importance of English language education in facilitating the acquisition of critical thinking, 

communication, and interpersonal skills, which are indispensable for success in the contemporary workplace. These 

findings underscore the significance of incorporating language instruction within vocational programs as a means of 

fostering holistic skill development and enhancing learners' readiness for the workforce. 

               However, despite the growing recognition of the importance of English language education in vocational 

settings, gaps persist in our understanding of the specific mechanisms through which language proficiency contributes to 

employability and life skills development. This research seeks to address these gaps by examining the intricate interplay 

between language education, vocational training, and skill acquisition within the framework of NEP 2020. 

1.3 Research Question: 

Against this backdrop, the central research question guiding this study is as follows: 

             In what ways does integrating English language instruction into vocational curricula support the development of 

employability and essential life skills for learners, in line with the 2020 National Education Policy (NEP) objectives? By 

examining this question through a mix of qualitative and quantitative research methods, this study aims to deliver insights 

that can enhance policy, practice, and future research initiatives in the fields of vocational education and language learning. 
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: 

2.1 PARTICIPANTS: 

                The stakeholders involved in this research are three important groups of stakeholders, namely educators, 

policymakers, and vocational program students. Educators will be drawn from vocational schools in India from various 

disciplinary backgrounds and teaching experiences. Policymakers will comprise representatives from the Ministry of 

Education and government departments concerned with policy formulation relating to vocational education. Further, 

students studying in vocational programs will be hired by targeted institutions to give opinions about how they have 

experienced English language learning and how it has contributed to their employability as well as life skills development. 

2.2 MATERIALS: 

               Data collection tools will be semi-structured interview guides for policymakers, educators, and industry 

representatives, and survey questionnaires for students. The interview guides will be open-ended questions that ask for 

participants' views on the integration of English language learning into vocational curriculum and its effects on 

employability and life skills. The student survey questionnaire will contain items on their English proficiency, perceived 

employability competencies, and language instruction experiences in vocational programs.  

2.3 PROCEDURES: 

                The study will employ a mixed-methods design, complementing qualitative interviews with quantitative 

questionnaires in order to present a holistic understanding of the subject matter under investigation. Semi-structured 

interviews will also be carried out with educators, policymakers, and sector experts to capture their views regarding the 

importance of English language teaching in vocational curriculum and its conformity with the objectives set in the 

National Education Policy (NEP) of 2020. Interviews will be recorded on audio with the consent of participants and 

transcribed verbatim for analysis. Also, the students who are taking vocational programs will be given survey 

questionnaires to gather quantitative information on their English proficiency in language, perceived employability skills, 

and language instructional experience. The questionnaires will be given online to optimize data collection and allow more 

extensive participation among students. Interview and survey data will be analysed in parallel to validate the findings by 

triangulating them.  

2.4 DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS: 

                Qualitative data gathered by means of interviews will be examined using thematic analysis methods to map out 

occurring patterns, themes, and lessons pertinent to the research aims. Interviews will be coded and sorted according to 

emerging themes with sensitivity to both similarities and differences between participant views. Triangulation will be 

used to contrast and compare results from various stakeholder groups to maximize the depth and richness of analysis. 

Quantitative information collected through survey questionnaires will be statistically analyzed through descriptive and 

inferential statistical procedures to investigate patterns and relationships among variables of interest. Descriptive statistics 

in the form of frequencies, means, and standard deviations will be computed to describe participants' demographic 

attributes and survey answers. Inferential statistics like correlation analysis and regression modeling will be used to 

investigate relationships between English language ability, employability skills, and other like factors. Overall, bringing 

together qualitative and quantitative approaches will allow for a holistic investigation of the research issue, yielding 

detailed insights into the contributions made by English language education to promote employability and life skills in 

vocational curriculum from the NEP 2020 angle. 

2.5 RESULTS: 

              The results of the study provide valuable insights into the integration of English language education within 

vocational curricula and its impact on fostering employability and life skills among learners. This integration is crucial in 

aligning educational practices with the objectives outlined in the National Education Policy (NEP) of 2020, which 
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emphasizes the importance of equipping students with the necessary skills to thrive in a competitive job market. By 

incorporating English language instruction into vocational training, educational institutions can enhance students’ 

communication abilities, thereby increasing their chances of securing employment in diverse fields. Moreover, the 

emphasis on English proficiency not only aids in personal development but also contributes to building confidence among 

learners. It prepares them to engage effectively in a globalized environment where English is often the medium of 

professional communication. As vocational education becomes increasingly relevant in today’s economy, the findings 

highlight the need for curriculum developers and educators to foster environments where language acquisition and 

vocational skills are taught in tandem. This approach not only meets the immediate needs of students but also supports 

long-term career aspirations and adaptability to a rapidly evolving job landscape. Ultimately, this study underscores the 

significance of a holistic educational framework that prioritizes language and life skills as essential components of 

vocational training. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY: 

                   The analysis of survey results shows that a significant portion of students enrolled in vocational programs 

consider their English language abilities to fall between moderate and high. Specifically, 65% of those surveyed described 

their proficiency as moderate, while 30% assessed it as high. This data suggests that many vocational students have a 

robust understanding of English, which could support their participation in language education within the vocational 

curriculum. 

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS: 

                  Survey responses indicate that students perceive themselves to possess a range of employability skills deemed 

essential for success in the workforce. Table 1 presents the frequencies of self-reported employability skills among 

respondents. 

Table 1: Self-Reported Employability Skills 

 

                 Effective communication is referred to as the top employability skill, with 85% of respondents naming it a 

personal strength, thus making it the most common skill. Teamwork comes in at number two at 72%, followed by 68% 

named problem-solving and 62% named adaptability. These findings indicate that students feel they are competent with a 

range of skills to solve the changing demands of the industry in the future workplaces. 

 

LIFE SKILLS DEVELOPMENT: 

                Qualitative analysis of interview data reveals that educators and policymakers recognize the importance of 

English language education in facilitating the development of essential life skills among vocational learners. Themes such 

as critical thinking, problem-solving, and adaptability emerged prominently in discussions, highlighting the role of 

language instruction in cultivating holistic skillsets conducive to success in both professional and personal domains. 

 

 

 

Employability Skills Frequency (%) 

Communication 85 

Teamwork 72 

Problem-solving 68 

Adaptability 62 

Time Management 56 

Leadership 48 

Creativity 42 
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CURRICULUM INTEGRATION: 

                 Educators and policymakers expressed a strong consensus on the need for integrating English language 

education more deeply into vocational curriculum in order to increase the employability and life skills of learners. This 

group included suggestions for using real-world communication tasks, experiential learning opportunities, and integrating 

language instruction with vocational content through interdisciplinary projects. 

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS: 

              Statistical tests were conducted to evaluate differences in the perception of English language education and its 

effects on employability and life skills acquisition among stakeholder groups. ANOVA tests indicated major differences 

in perception among educators, policymakers, and students, especially in terms of the sufficiency of existing language 

teaching methods and the necessity of curriculum reform. 

               All in all, the findings of the study highlight the significance of English language education for developing 

employability and life skills in a vocational curriculum, as foreseen in NEP 2020. Although students perceive themselves 

to have moderate to high levels of English language competence and a diversity of employability skills, there is scope for 

further development through special language teaching and curriculum refinement. The implications underscore the 

interrelatedness of language ability, workforce preparation, and comprehensive skill acquisition, and stress that joint 

efforts are necessary among education stakeholders to maximize the integration of English language instruction into 

vocational studies. 

DISCUSSION: 

                The findings of the study provide valuable insights into the role of English language education in promoting 

employability and life skills, in line with the objectives outlined in the National Education Policy (NEP) of 2020, as well 

as providing valuable insights into the role of English language education in fostering employability and life skills within 

vocational curriculums. This study indicates that there is a significant correlation between English proficiency and 

perceived employability skills among vocational students, highlighting the importance of language skills for enhancing 

workplace readiness. A qualitative analysis of the data that have been collected reveals the pivotal role that language 

instruction plays in facilitating the development of essential life skills, such as critical thinking, problem-solving, and 

adaptability, which are all integral to the achievement of success, both professionally and personally. 

IMPLICATIONS OF THE FINDINGS: 

                The implications of the results are important to educational policy makers, curriculum designers, and vocational 

education professionals. First, the positive relationship between English language ability and employability skills 

highlights the need to include language training in the vocational curriculum in order to prepare learners more effectively 

for the workforce. By placing language skill alongside technical skill as a priority, vocational programs can prepare 

students more effectively for the multi-faceted skills required to function effectively in various professional settings. In 

addition, the acknowledgement of English language learning as an impetus for the cultivation of life skills has far-reaching 

implications for all-round skill acquisition and lifelong learning. By integrating language learning into vocational 

curricula, educators can implement learning environments that promote critical thinking, creativity, and adaptability to 

equip students with the abilities required to negotiate the complexities of the contemporary world outside the classroom. 

 

LIMITATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH: 

                While the insights from this research are useful, some limitations should be noted. In the first instance, the study 

concentrated on perceptions and self-reports, which can be prone to biases and the desireability effect. Future studies 

might find value in integrating objective language proficiency and employability skills, including standardized tests and 

https://ijsrem.com/


          International Journal of Scientific Research in Engineering and Management (IJSREM) 

                          Volume: 09 Issue: 09 | Sept - 2025                                SJIF Rating: 8.586                                    ISSN: 2582-3930                                                                                          

 

© 2025, IJSREM      | https://ijsrem.com                             DOI: 10.55041/IJSREM52454                                                 |        Page 6 
 

performance reviews, to deliver a more holistic picture of the relation between English language teaching and skill 

acquisition. 

               Furthermore, the research was carried out in one particular context and potentially may not be generalizable to 

others. Future studies could assess the efficacy of English language training in developing employability and life skills 

across various vocational fields and geographical locations, enabling increased diversity and scope for insights. In 

addition, although the research analyzed the views of students, policymakers, and teachers, it did not make full allowance 

for views from employers and industry stakeholders. Subsequent research might try to involve employers in the debate 

regarding the contribution of language skills to recruitment and success in the workplace, casting light on language 

education's real-world contribution to labor-market development. 

CONCLUSION: 

                 Finally, this study illuminated the significant function of English language education in building employability 

and life skills in vocational curriculums, as per the goals of NEP 2020. The results emphasize the value of linking language 

learning with vocational programs to promote students' workforce preparedness and develop a well-rounded set of skills 

for achieving professional success in various settings. In the future, interagency collaboration among education 

stakeholders will be crucial for maximizing the incorporation of English language education into vocational curricula and 

its overall impact on skill development and lifelong learning. 
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