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Abstract - This study evaluates the infrastructure along the Parikrama Marg in Ayodhya and Kashi, key pilgrimage 

routes in India. It identifies the critical challenges faced by pilgrims, such as inadequate sanitation, poor waste 

management, insufficient water supply, and lack of resting places. Based on a comprehensive review of existing 

literature and secondary data, the paper proposes sustainable and modular infrastructure solutions to enhance the 

pilgrimage experience. The findings highlight the necessity for eco-friendly facilities, improved water management, 

better transportation, and community involvement. These recommendations aim to create a safer, more comfortable, 

and environmentally sustainable pilgrimage environment. 
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1. 1.INTRODUCTION 

 

Pilgrimages hold significant cultural and spiritual importance in India, attracting millions to holy cities such as Ayodhya 

and Kashi. The Parikrama Marg, a sacred path encircling these sites, is essential to the pilgrimage experience. Despite 

the growing number of pilgrims, the infrastructure along these routes remains inadequate, posing challenges to safety, 

comfort, and environmental sustainability. This paper examines the current state of infrastructure along the Parikrama 

Marg in Ayodhya and Kashi, identifies key challenges, and proposes sustainable solutions to enhance the pilgrimage 

experience. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Extensive research has been conducted on religious tourism and its economic, social, and environmental impacts. 

However, studies specifically focusing on the infrastructure of pilgrimage routes are limited. According to Sharma 

(2015), the influx of pilgrims often outstrips the capacity of existing facilities, leading to overcrowding, waste 

management issues, and strain on water resources. Singh and Sehgal (2018) highlight the critical gaps in infrastructure 

along the Parikrama Marg, including inadequate sanitation, poor waste management, and insufficient resting places. 

They emphasize the need for modular and sustainable infrastructure solutions to address these issues effectively. Other 

studies, such as by Jain (2016), suggest leveraging local resources and community involvement in maintaining and 

upgrading pilgrimage infrastructure. 

3. METHODOLOGY 

This research is based on a comprehensive review of existing literature, including academic papers, government reports, 

and relevant articles on pilgrimage infrastructure. Secondary data from the UP Tourism Department and other official 

sources were analyzed to understand the current infrastructure state and the challenges faced by pilgrims. Case studies 

of the Pradakshina paths in Ayodhya and Kashi were examined to identify specific issues and potential solutions. This 

method provides a robust understanding of the infrastructure requirements and offers insights into sustainable practices 

that can be adopted. 
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4. FINDINGS 

The literature review reveals several key challenges in the current infrastructure of the Parikrama Marg in Ayodhya and 

Kashi. Pilgrims often face inadequate sanitation facilities, leading to unhygienic conditions and environmental pollution. 

Waste management is a significant issue, with improper disposal methods affecting both the pilgrims and the local 

environment. Water supply is another critical concern, with many pilgrims relying on traditional sources like kunds and 

wells, which are often insufficient. Transportation and signage are inadequate, making navigation difficult, especially 

for elderly and illiterate pilgrims. There is also a noticeable lack of sufficient resting places (Padav Sthal), affecting the 

overall comfort and safety of pilgrims. 

 
PARAMETERS VARIABLES EXISTING STATUS INFERENCES 

1. Demographic 

Profile 

Age distribution     

Economic 

background 

Majority of pilgrims aged 

between 45-75, with a 

noticeable increase in 

younger pilgrims.      

Around 60% of pilgrims 

from low-income 

backgrounds.  

Shift in demographics, indicating 

increased interest in pilgrimage across 

age groups.      

Economic stability contributing to the 

ability of young people to afford the 

pilgrimage. 

2. Infrastructure 

and Facilities 

Shelter facilities     

Community toilets      

Road network      

Parking facilities      

Changing rooms      

Sewer and drainage 

systems  

Poorly maintained shelter 

facilities and community 

toilets.      

Lack of basic amenities like 

footpaths and resting 

benches on roads.  

Infrastructure inadequacies impacting 

the overall pilgrimage experience.     

Immediate need for upgrades and 

maintenance to cater to the growing 

number of pilgrims. 

3. Water Supply 

and Management 

Availability of clean 

water      

Inadequate municipal water 

supply, leading to reliance on 

groundwater.      

Contamination of water 

Need for improved municipal water 

supply to ensure safe drinking water.     
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Water sources 

utilized by locals 

and pilgrims  

sources due to open disposal 

of wastewater.  

Implementation of measures to 

prevent contamination of water 

bodies. 

4. Environmental 

Concerns 

Solid waste disposal    

Dranage plans      

Impact on local 

ecology  

Open disposal of solid waste, 

contributing to pollution.      

Lack of drainage plans 

leading to water 

contamination. 

Urgent need for waste management 

and drainage systems to preserve 

local ecology.      

Integration of sustainable practices to 

address environmental concerns. 

5. Healthcare 

Facilities 

Availability of 

medical facilities      

Healthcare 

infrastructure  

Limited medical facilities, 

mostly provided by NGOs 

and locals.      

Lack of a permanent 

healthcare facility on the 

Parikrama Marg.  

Requirement for permanent 

healthcare facilities to address 

medical emergencies.      

Collaborative efforts needed to 

enhance healthcare support during the 

pilgrimage 

5. DISCUSSION 

The findings highlight a pressing need for comprehensive infrastructure development along the Parikrama Marg. 

Sustainable solutions are essential to address the identified challenges. For instance, eco-friendly sanitation facilities 

using bio-digester technology can significantly improve hygiene and waste management. Implementing modular 

infrastructure that can be scaled up during peak pilgrimage times and scaled down during off-peak periods can help 

manage resources more effectively. Utilizing local materials and involving the community in maintaining these facilities 

can enhance sustainability and ensure that infrastructure developments are culturally appropriate. Additionally, 

improving water management through rainwater harvesting and better utilization of existing water bodies can ensure a 

reliable water supply. 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

To enhance the pilgrimage experience and ensure sustainable infrastructure development, the following 

recommendations are proposed: 

1. Sanitation and Waste Management: Implement eco-friendly toilets and waste management systems along the 

Parikrama Marg. 

2. Water Supply: Develop rainwater harvesting systems and improve the management of traditional water 

sources. 

3. Transportation and Signage: Enhance public transport options and install clear, multilingual signage to aid 

navigation. 

4. Resting Places: Establish more Padav Sthal with basic amenities, ensuring they are accessible and comfortable 

for all pilgrims. 

5. Community Involvement: Encourage local communities to participate in maintaining and managing 

infrastructure, leveraging their knowledge and fostering a sense of ownership. 

7. CONCLUSION 

The increasing number of pilgrims to Ayodhya and Kashi necessitates immediate improvements in infrastructure. By 

adopting sustainable and modular solutions, it is possible to create a safe, comfortable, and environmentally friendly 

pilgrimage experience. Collaborative efforts between the government, local communities, and private sector are crucial 

to implementing these improvements effectively. The insights gained from this research can guide future infrastructure 

development projects in other pilgrimage sites, ensuring that they meet the needs of pilgrims while preserving the 

cultural and environmental integrity of these sacred places. 
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