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Abstract

As mobile applications become increasingly central to everyday life, the importance of securing them against threats
has grown significantly. Android’s SafetyNet API provides developers with tools to assess the integrity of devices,
detect potentially harmful behavior, and protect sensitive data. This paper explores the features, benefits, and
implementation strategies of the SafetyNet API, highlighting its role in strengthening application security and user
trust. Additionally, we analyze its integration in different app categories and discuss how SafetyNet mitigates specific
security threats.
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Introduction

The proliferation of mobile applications has made Android the most widely used operating system globally, with
over 2.5 billion active devices. However, this popularity also makes it a prime target for malicious activities such as
unauthorized access, rooting, app tampering, and automated abuse. In response to these challenges, Google
introduced the SafetyNet API, a suite of security tools that enable developers to verify device integrity, detect harmful
apps, and protect sensitive application data.

This paper provides a detailed exploration of the SafetyNet API’s features and components, implementation best
practices, and its application across diverse use cases. We also examine its impact on user trust, compliance, and
overall security.

Overview of the SafetyNet API

1. Purpose
The SafetyNet API is designed to:

Verify the security status of a device.

Detect modifications such as rooting or custom ROM installation.

Identify malicious or potentially harmful apps (PHAS).

Mitigate automated abuse by differentiating between human and bot interactions.
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2. Key Features

e Device Attestation: Confirms whether a device is genuine and secure by checking its integrity against
Google’s standards.

e ReCAPTCHA Integration: Prevents bots from accessing app services, safeguarding application
functionality and data integrity.
Harmful Apps Detection: Identifies apps flagged as harmful by Google Play Protect and alerts users.
Safe Browsing API: Protects users from unsafe URLs, providing an additional layer of security during
online interactions.

3. Components

e SafetyNet Attestation API: Checks the device’s compatibility and integrity, identifying potential security
risks.
SafetyNet reCAPTCHA API: Protects apps from automated attacks by verifying human interactions.
Safe Browsing API: Prevents access to phishing or malicious URLS, enhancing user security during
browsing.

Implementation of SafetyNet API

1. Integrating the Attestation API
The Attestation APl enables developers to assess the trustworthiness of a device running their application.

e Steps for Implementation:
1. Obtain an API key from the Google Cloud Console.
2. Use the SafetyNetClient class to request an attestation. The attestation result is returned as a JSON
Web Signature (JWS).
3. Send the attestation result to a secure server for validation.
e Code Example:

SafetyNet.getClient(context).attest(nonce, API_KEY)
.addOnSuccessL istener(response {
String jws response.getJwsResult()
/i Send JWS server for validation
b
.addOnFailureL.istener(e
Log.e("SafetyNet", "Attestation failed",

)

2. Using SafetyNet reCAPTCHA

ReCAPTCHA integration ensures that only genuine users interact with the application by presenting a challenge to
detect bots.

e Steps for Implementation:
1. Add the reCAPTCHA library to your project.
2. Display the reCAPTCHA challenge to users.
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3. Verify the user’s response server-side for additional security.
e Code Example:

SafetyNet.getClient(context).verifyWithRecaptcha(SITE_KEY)
.addOnSuccessL istener(response {

String token response.getTokenResult();

b))

.addOnFailureListener(e
Log.e(""SafetyNet", "reCAPTCHA

H

3. Safe Browsing API

The Safe Browsing API prevents access to known malicious or phishing URLS, protecting both user data and device
integrity.

e Steps for Implementation:
1. Enable the Safe Browsing API in the Google Cloud Console.
2. Use the SafeBrowsingClient to check the safety of URLSs in your application.

Benefits of Using SafetyNet API
1. Enhanced Device Security

e Ensures apps run only on trusted and verified devices.
e Detects rooted devices or devices running custom ROMs, blocking potential exploitation.

2. Protection Against Automated Abuse

e Differentiates between human and automated interactions to prevent bot-based abuse.
e Secures app functionality by blocking illegitimate traffic.

3. Malware Detection

e Identifies harmful apps installed on the device, alerting both the user and the application.
e Reduces the risk of sensitive data exposure through unauthorized apps.

4. Building User Trust

e Builds confidence by providing a secure user experience.
e Assists in meeting compliance requirements such as GDPR, PCI DSS, and CCPA.
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Limitations and Challenges

1. Dependency on Google Services

SafetyNet API requires Google Play Services, which may not be available on certain devices such as Huawei or in
regions like China.

2. Network Dependency
The API’s reliance on network connectivity can lead to delays or failures in areas with poor connectivity.
3. Advanced Bypass Techniques

Despite its robustness, sophisticated attackers may bypass SafetyNet checks using tools like Magisk with advanced
hiding techniques.

Real-world Applications

1. Banking and Financial Apps

e Verifies device integrity to secure user authentication and transactions.
e Ensures sensitive data is only accessible on compliant devices.

2. Gaming Apps

e Detects rooted devices to prevent cheating and ensure fair play.
e Secures in-app purchases against exploitation or fraud.

3. E-commerce Platforms

e Protects user data and transactions by verifying device integrity.
e Uses reCAPTCHA to block bots from exploiting promotional offers or automating purchases.

Future Directions
1. Advanced Root Detection
e Enhance detection methods to identify emerging rooting techniques.
2. Al-Powered Threat Prediction
e Integrate Al to predict and prevent new attack vectors based on usage patterns.
3. Broader Ecosystem Support

e Expand support for devices lacking Google Play Services to ensure wider adoption.
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Conclusion

The SafetyNet API plays a crucial role in protecting Android applications against modern threats. By offering tools
for device attestation, malware detection, and abuse prevention, it enables developers to secure their apps while
enhancing user trust. Despite some limitations, its evolving capabilities promise to address future challenges in
mobile security.
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