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(Introduction)

In the diverse tapestry of India's socio-political landscape, journalism stands as a cornerstone of
democratic discourse and societal progression. Through the power of the printed word, journalists have
wielded influence, shaped public opinion, and catalyzed change across the subcontinent (India Today,
2021). One such bastion of journalistic integrity and fervour is Punjab Kesari, a stalwart amidst the
tumultuous currents of Indian media history.

(Overview of Journalism in India)

The roots of journalism in India can be traced back to the colonial era, with the establishment of
newspapers such as 'The Bengal Gazette' by James Augustus Hickey in 1780, marking the dawn of a new
era in Indian communication. Since then, journalism has played a pivotal role in India's journey towards
independence, chronicling the struggles and triumphs of a nation in flux. As India emerged from the
shackles of colonialism, journalism evolved into a dynamic force, championing causes, exposing
injustices, and fostering a culture of informed citizenship (Chakravorty, 2005). Anjana Krishnan opines,
“The report notes that the press in India is facing challenges regarding journalists’ security and undue
political influence. Independent journalists and media owners who carry out investigative work or those
that have been critical of governments (both central and state) face physical threats as well as online
harassment and legal charges” (2023).

(Significance of Punjab Kesarti)

Nestled amidst the rich tapestry of Indian journalism, Punjab Kesari emerges as a beacon of truth and a
vanguard of journalistic excellence. Founded in 1965 by Lala Jagat Narain and later helmed by his
illustrious son, Romesh Chander, Punjab Kesari swiftly ascended to prominence, becoming a voice for
the voiceless and a harbinger of societal change. Its unwavering commitment to journalistic integrity,
coupled with its fearless pursuit of truth, has solidified its status as one of India's foremost newspapers,
particularly within the vibrant state of Punjab (Punjab Kesari, 2021).
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(Punjab Kesari’s digital platforms)

In today's rapidly evolving media landscape, Punjab Kesari has embraced digital platforms to reach and
engage with its audience in new and innovative ways. From its origins as a print newspaper, Punjab
Kesari has expanded its presence across various digital channels, catering to the diverse needs and
preferences of modern readers. Here's an introduction to Punjab Kesari's digital platforms:

1. Website:

Punjab Kesari's official website serves as a comprehensive online destination for news, information, and
multimedia content. With a user-friendly interface and intuitive navigation, the website provides readers
with access to the latest news updates, feature articles, opinion pieces, and multimedia content, including
videos and photo galleries. It also offers interactive features such as comment sections and social media
integration, allowing readers to engage with content and share their views with others.

2. Mobile App:

Punjab Kesari's mobile app extends its reach to smartphone users, providing on-the-go access to news and
information anytime, anywhere. The app offers a seamless and personalized user experience, with
features such as customizable news feeds, push notifications, and offline reading capabilities. Users can
browse through different categories of news, follow their favourite topics, and share articles with friends
and family via social media platforms.

3. Social Media Platforms:

Punjab Kesari maintains a strong presence on various social media platforms, including Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube. These platforms serve as additional channels for distributing content,
engaging with readers, and building communities around shared interests. Punjab Kesari's social media
accounts feature a mix of news updates, video clips, infographics, and user-generated content, fostering
dialogue and interaction among followers.

4. E-Paper:

Punjab Kesari offers an electronic version of its print newspaper, known as the e-paper, accessible
through its website and mobile app. The e-paper replicates the layout and content of the print edition,
providing readers with a digital reading experience that mirrors the familiarity of the traditional
newspaper format. Users can navigate through different sections, zoom in on articles, and search for
specific topics, making it a convenient and eco-friendly alternative to the print edition.

© 2024, IJSREM | www.ijsrem.com |  Page?2



http://www.ijsrem.com/

&gﬂ ‘3 5%

; I:i'fm?glnternational Journal of Scientific Research in Engineering and Management (IJSREM)
P
w Volume: 08 Issue: 05 | May - 2024 SJIF Rating: 8.448 ISSN: 2582-3930

5. Multimedia Content:

In addition to text-based news articles, Punjab Kesari produces a wide range of multimedia content,
including videos, podcasts, and interactive graphics. These multimedia formats complement traditional
news reporting, providing readers with engaging and immersive storytelling experiences. Whether it's a
video interview with a newsmaker, a podcast discussing current events, or an interactive infographic
explaining complex issues, Punjab Kesari's multimedia content offers diverse ways to consume and
interact with news.

6. Community Engagement:

Punjab Kesari's digital platforms serve as hubs for community engagement, enabling readers to
participate in discussions, share their opinions, and connect with like-minded individuals. Through
features such as comments sections, forums, and user-generated content submissions, readers can actively
contribute to the conversation and shape the direction of coverage. Punjab Kesari values the feedback and
input of its audience, fostering a sense of belonging and ownership in its digital community.

7. Innovation and Adaptation:

As technology continues to evolve, Punjab Kesari remains committed to innovation and adaptation,
exploring new digital trends and technologies to enhance the user experience and stay ahead of the curve.
Whether it's experimenting with virtual reality, live streaming, or artificial intelligence, Punjab Kesari is
at the forefront of leveraging digital innovations to deliver compelling and relevant content to its audience
(Punjab Kesari, n.d.).

Through its digital platforms, Punjab Kesari continues to uphold its legacy of journalistic excellence and
public service, providing readers with timely, reliable, and engaging news coverage across a variety of
formats and channels. As the media landscape continues to evolve, Punjab Kesari remains dedicated to
meeting the evolving needs and preferences of its audience, ensuring that it remains a trusted source of
news and information in the digital age.

(Historical Context of Journalism in India)

Journalism in India traces its roots back to the colonial era, where the press played a pivotal role in both
documenting and shaping the country's socio-political landscape (Chakravorty, 2005). The emergence of
newspapers in the early 19th century marked the beginning of a new era in Indian communication, as the
printed word became a potent tool for disseminating information, fostering public discourse, and
galvanizing nationalist sentiments.

During British rule, the press in India operated under stringent censorship laws, often facing suppression
and persecution for daring to critique colonial policies or advocate for Indian self-determination
(Chakravorty, 2005). Despite these challenges, Indian journalists and publications persevered, utilizing
the power of the press to mobilize public opinion and rally support for the independence movement.
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One of the earliest Indian newspapers of significance was ‘The Bengal Gazette,” founded by James
Augustus Hickey in 1780 (India Today, 2021). This marked the genesis of an indigenous press that would
later blossom into a vibrant and diverse media landscape. As the struggle for independence intensified in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, newspapers such as "The Hindu," "The Indian Express," and "The
Statesman' emerged as leading voices of dissent, fearlessly challenging colonial authority and advocating
for Indian sovereignty (India Today, 2021).

The advent of Mahatma Gandhi onto the political stage brought with it a new wave of journalistic
activism. Gandhi recognized the power of the press as a tool for social reform and used newspapers such
as '"Young India' and 'Harijan' to propagate his message of nonviolent resistance and communal harmony
(India Today, 2021). His philosophy of 'Satyagraha' (truth force) underscored the importance of
journalistic integrity and ethical conduct, inspiring a generation of journalists to uphold the highest
standards of truthfulness and impartiality.

The post-independence era witnessed a proliferation of newspapers and media outlets, reflecting India's
newfound democratic ideals and commitment to freedom of speech (Chakravorty, 2005). The press
played a crucial role in nation-building, fostering a sense of national identity and unity amidst the diverse
tapestry of Indian society. However, it also grappled with challenges such as censorship, political
interference, and commercial pressures, highlighting the delicate balance between press freedom and
responsibility in a democratic society.

Today, India boasts a thriving media landscape characterized by a multitude of print, broadcast, and
digital platforms (India Today, 2021). From traditional broadsheets to online news portals, the Indian
press continues to evolve, adapting to the changing needs and preferences of a digital-savvy audience.
Yet, amidst this evolution, the core principles of journalistic integrity, independence, and social
responsibility remain as relevant as ever, ensuring that the press continues to serve as the watchdog of
democracy and the voice of the voiceless in contemporary India.

Background of Punjab Kesari

Punjab Kesari, one of India's most prominent newspapers, has a rich history intertwined with the socio-
political fabric of Punjab and the broader Indian subcontinent. Founded in 1965 by Lala Jagat Narain, a
visionary journalist and freedom fighter, Punjab Kesari emerged as a testament to the resilience and
fortitude of the Punjabi spirit in the face of adversity (Punjab Kesari).

Founding and Early Years

The inception of Punjab Kesari coincided with a period of turmoil and uncertainty in Indian history. The
aftermath of the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965 left deep scars on the psyche of the nation, prompting Lala
Jagat Narain to establish a newspaper that would not only report the news but also serve as a beacon of
hope and unity for the people of Punjab (Punjab Kesari). With its inaugural issue hitting the stands on
May 3, 1965, Punjab Kesari quickly garnered a loyal readership, thanks to its bold editorial stance and
unwavering commitment to journalistic ethics.
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Vision and Mission

From its inception, Punjab Kesari was guided by a singular vision: to uphold the principles of truth,
justice, and integrity in journalism (Punjab Kesari). Lala Jagat Narain, along with his dedicated team of
journalists and editors, endeavoured to provide unbiased and incisive coverage of local, national, and
international events, thereby empowering readers with the knowledge and insights needed to make
informed decisions. Punjab Kesari's motto, "Desh Di Awaz" (Voice of the Nation), encapsulated its
mission to be the voice of the people, amplifying their concerns, aspirations, and grievances to the
corridors of power.

Influence and Reach

Over the years, Punjab Kesari's influence transcended geographical boundaries, becoming synonymous
with journalistic excellence and public service (Punjab Kesari). Its robust reporting on issues ranging
from politics and governance to social justice and cultural heritage resonated with readers from all walks
of life, earning it a reputation as a trusted source of news and information. With editions in Punjabi,
Hindi, and Urdu, Punjab Kesari catered to a diverse audience, cementing its status as a unifying force in
the multicultural tapestry of Punjab.

Legacy and Continuity

Following the tragic assassination of Lala Jagat Narain in 1981, his son, Romesh Chander, took the helm
of Punjab Kesari, carrying forward his father's legacy of fearless journalism and community service
(Punjab Kesari). Under his stewardship, Punjab Kesari continued to thrive, embracing new technologies
and innovations to stay ahead in an increasingly competitive media landscape. Today, Punjab Kesari
stands as a testament to the enduring power of the press to inform, inspire, and empower generations of
readers, embodying the timeless values of truth, courage, and compassion in the pursuit of journalistic
excellence.

(Contributions of Punjab Kesari to Indian Journalism)

Punjab Kesari, since its inception, has made significant contributions to Indian journalism, shaping public
discourse, championing social causes, and upholding the values of journalistic integrity and
independence. Here are some of the key contributions of Punjab Kesari to Indian journalism:

1. Advocacy for Social Justice:

Punjab Kesari has been a steadfast advocate for social justice, consistently highlighting issues such as
poverty, inequality, and discrimination (Punjab Kesari). Through its investigative journalism and in-depth
reporting, the newspaper has shed light on societal injustices and inequities, amplifying the voices of
marginalized communities and advocating for their rights.
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1. Promotion of Regional Culture and Heritage:

Punjab Kesari has played a pivotal role in promoting and preserving the rich cultural heritage of Punjab
and the broader North Indian region (Punjab Kesari). Through its coverage of cultural events, festivals,
and traditions, the newspaper has celebrated the diversity and vibrancy of Punjab's cultural landscape,
fostering a sense of pride and identity among its readers.

2. Fearless Reporting and Editorial Stance:

Punjab Kesari has earned a reputation for its fearless reporting and uncompromising editorial stance on
critical issues facing society (Punjab Kesari). Whether it is exposing corruption, holding those in power
accountable, or speaking truth to power, the newspaper has consistently upheld the highest standards of
journalistic integrity, earning the trust and respect of its readership.

3. Empowerment of the Punjabi Community:

As a leading newspaper in Punjab, Punjab Kesari has played a pivotal role in empowering the Punjabi
community by providing them with a platform to voice their concerns, aspirations, and grievances
(Punjab Kesari). Through its news coverage, opinion pieces, and editorial content, the newspaper has
fostered a sense of solidarity and unity among Punjabis, empowering them to actively participate in the
democratic process. Punjab Keshari encouraged women in media as well because “Women have made
significant contributions to the field of journalism over the years. In the early days of the industry, women
worked as reporters, writers, and editors for women's magazines, but they were often limited to writing
about fashion, beauty, and household matters” (Dhiman, 2023).

4. Coverage of Key Historical Events and Movements:

Punjab Kesari has chronicled and documented key historical events and movements that have shaped the
course of Indian history (Punjab Kesari). From the Green Revolution to the anti-corruption protests, the
newspaper has provided comprehensive coverage and analysis, helping readers understand the
significance and implications of these events on their lives and society at large.

5. Promotion of Ethical Journalism Practices:

Punjab Kesari has been at the forefront of promoting ethical journalism practices, emphasizing accuracy,
fairness, and objectivity in its reporting (Punjab Kesari). The newspaper has invested in training and
development programs for its journalists, ensuring that they adhere to the highest standards of
professional conduct and ethical behaviour.

6. Continuation of Legacy and Tradition:

Under the leadership of Lala Jagat Narain and later his son, Romesh Chander, Punjab Kesari has
continued to uphold the legacy and tradition of fearless journalism and public service (Punjab Kesari).
Despite facing numerous challenges, including political pressure and financial constraints, the newspaper
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has remained steadfast in its commitment to serving the interests of its readers and the broader
community.

(Challenges Faced by Punjab Kesari)

Despite its significant contributions to Indian journalism, Punjab Kesari has encountered various
challenges over the years, ranging from political pressure to technological disruptions. Here are some of
the key challenges faced by Punjab Kesari:

1. Political Pressure and Censorship:

Like many other newspapers in India, Punjab Kesari has faced political pressure and censorship from
government authorities (Punjab Kesari). Attempts to silence dissenting voices and curb freedom of
expression have posed significant challenges to the newspaper's ability to report independently and hold
those in power accountable.

2. Financial Constraints and Sustainability Issues:

The newspaper industry, both in India and globally, has been grappling with financial constraints and
sustainability issues, exacerbated by declining print readership and advertising revenues (Punjab Kesari).
Punjab Kesari has had to adapt to changing market dynamics and explore new revenue streams to ensure
its financial viability and long-term sustainability.

3. Competition in the Media Industry:

The media landscape in India is highly competitive, with numerous newspapers, television channels, and
digital platforms vying for audience attention and advertising dollars (Punjab Kesari). Punjab Kesari has
faced stiff competition from both traditional and digital media outlets, requiring it to differentiate itself
through unique content offerings and innovative strategies.

4. Technological Disruptions and Digital Transformation:

The advent of digital technology and the internet has brought about significant disruptions in the media
industry, challenging traditional business models and distribution channels (Punjab Kesari). Punjab
Kesari has had to adapt to the digital age by investing in online platforms, multimedia content production,
and audience engagement strategies to remain relevant in an increasingly digital-centric environment.

5. Evolving Reader Preferences and Demographics:

Changes in reader preferences, demographics, and consumption habits have posed challenges for
newspapers like Punjab Kesari (Punjab Kesari). The newspaper has had to cater to the evolving needs and
preferences of its audience, including younger readers who consume news through digital channels and
expect personalized, interactive content experiences.
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6. Legal and Regulatory Compliance:

Compliance with legal and regulatory requirements, including media laws, press ethics guidelines, and
content regulations, presents ongoing challenges for Punjab Kesari (Punjab Kesari). Ensuring editorial
independence while adhering to legal obligations and ethical standards requires careful navigation of
complex legal and regulatory frameworks.

7. Staffing and Talent Acquisition:

Recruiting and retaining skilled journalists, editors, and other media professionals is essential for
maintaining the quality and credibility of Punjab Kesari's journalism (Punjab Kesari). However, attracting
top talent and providing ongoing training and development opportunities can be challenging in a
competitive labor market.

8. Adapting to Changing News Consumption Patterns:

Rapid changes in news consumption patterns, driven by technological advancements and shifting
consumer behaviors, have forced Punjab Kesari to rethink its distribution and delivery strategies (Punjab
Kesari). Embracing digital platforms, social media, and mobile technologies has become imperative for
reaching and engaging with audiences effectively.

(Punjab Kesari's Legacy and Influence)

Punjab Kesari has left an indelible mark on the landscape of Indian journalism, shaping public discourse,
championing social causes, and upholding the values of truth, integrity, and journalistic independence. Its
legacy and influence extend far beyond the boundaries of Punjab, resonating with readers across the
Indian subcontinent and beyond. Here are some aspects of Punjab Kesari's legacy and influence:

1. Championing Press Freedom and Independence:

Punjab Kesari has been a staunch advocate for press freedom and independence, challenging censorship,
political interference, and attempts to muzzle dissent. Its unwavering commitment to journalistic integrity
and editorial independence has earned it the respect and admiration of readers and peers alike.

2. Amplifying Voices of the Marginalized:

Punjab Kesari has served as a platform for amplifying the voices of the marginalized and underprivileged
sections of society. Through its investigative journalism and in-depth reporting, the newspaper has
brought attention to issues such as poverty, inequality, and discrimination, empowering marginalized
communities to demand justice and equality (Post, 2024).
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3. Fostering Unity and Social Cohesion:

Punjab Kesari has played a pivotal role in fostering unity and social cohesion, particularly in the diverse
and multicultural state of Punjab. Its coverage of cultural events, festivals, and traditions has celebrated
the richness and diversity of Punjab's cultural heritage, fostering a sense of pride and identity among its
readership.

4. Shaping Public Opinion and Policy:

Punjab Kesari has wielded significant influence in shaping public opinion and influencing policy
decisions at both the state and national levels. Its incisive reporting and editorial commentary on key
issues have informed public discourse and contributed to the formulation of policies that impact the lives

of millions of people.

5. Upholding Ethical Journalism Standards:

Punjab Kesari has been at the forefront of upholding ethical journalism standards, emphasizing accuracy,
fairness, and objectivity in its reporting. Its commitment to truthfulness and impartiality has set a
benchmark for excellence in journalism, inspiring a generation of journalists to uphold the highest
standards of professional conduct.

6. Nurturing Future Generations of Journalists:

Punjab Kesari has played a crucial role in nurturing and mentoring future generations of journalists,
providing training, internships, and career opportunities for aspiring media professionals. Its dedication to
professional development and talent cultivation has contributed to the growth and sustainability of India's
journalism ecosystem.

7. Adapting to Technological Advancements:

Punjab Kesari has embraced technological advancements and digital innovations to stay ahead in an
increasingly digital-centric media landscape. Its presence across multiple platforms, including print,
online, and social media, has enabled it to reach and engage with diverse audiences in new and innovative
ways. “The future role of the media industry as a harbinger of content, business and product innovation
rests upon the pursuance of this vision” (Dahiya, 2021, 952).

8. Leaving a Lasting Impact on Indian Journalism:

The legacy of Punjab Kesari extends beyond its daily headlines and editorials, leaving a lasting impact on
Indian journalism as a whole. Its fearless pursuit of truth, commitment to public service, and dedication to
the highest ideals of journalism continue to inspire and influence journalists and media organizations
across the country (Jeffrey, 1997, 78).
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the journey of Punjab Kesari serves as a compelling narrative of resilience, courage, and
unwavering commitment to the principles of journalistic excellence and public service. From its humble
beginnings in 1965 to its status as one of India's most respected newspapers, Punjab Kesari has left an
indelible mark on the landscape of Indian journalism, shaping public discourse, championing social
causes, and upholding the values of truth, integrity, and independence.

Throughout its illustrious history, Punjab Kesari has faced numerous challenges, from political pressure
and financial constraints to technological disruptions and changing reader preferences. Yet, it has
weathered these storms with fortitude and determination, remaining steadfast in its mission to serve as the
voice of the people and a watchdog of democracy.

The legacy of Punjab Kesari extends far beyond its daily headlines and editorials, leaving a lasting impact
on Indian journalism as a whole. Its fearless reporting, commitment to social justice, and dedication to
ethical journalism standards have set a benchmark for excellence in the field, inspiring generations of
journalists to uphold the highest ideals of the profession.

As Punjab Kesari continues its journey into the digital age, it must adapt to the evolving needs and
preferences of its audience while staying true to its core values and principles. By embracing
technological advancements, fostering innovation, and nurturing talent, Punjab Kesari can build upon its
rich legacy and continue to shape the future of Indian journalism for generations to come.

In essence, Punjab Kesari stands as a beacon of truth, a guardian of democracy, and a testament to the
enduring power of journalism to inform, inspire, and empower society. Its journey of truth is a testament
to the resilience and fortitude of the human spirit, reminding us that in the pursuit of truth, there is no
greater legacy than the pursuit itself.
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