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ABSTRACT: 

Glycolysis, found in almost all organisms, is a metabolic pathway providing anaerobic energy. The Embden-

Meyerhof pathway is also known by another name. The procedure involves the oxidation of glucose molecules, the 

most important organic fuel in plants, microbes, and animals. During glycolysis, 2 ATP molecules are used up, 

resulting in the production of 4 ATP, 2 NADH, and 2 pyruvates for every glucose molecule. Pyruvate can be utilized 

in the citric acid cycle or act as a precursor for additional reactions. Glycolysis involves two stages that take place 

within the cytosol of cells. The initial stage is known as the "investment" phase as it requires two ATP molecules, 

while the following stage is referred to as the "payoff" phase. All of these reactions are facilitated by their respective 

enzyme, with phosphofructokinase being crucial for regulating glycolysis speed. The disrupted Glycolysis pathway 

plays a crucial part in dental conditions. The prosthodontist should be aware of these conditions and strategically 

plan for patients impacted by these faulty glycolytic conditions. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Glycolysis is an essential metabolic process that converts glucose, a six-carbon sugar, into pyruvate, a three-carbon 

compound, while producing energy in the form of ATP (adenosine triphosphate). This cytoplasmic process is the 

initial stage of cellular respiration, fuelling cellular activities by producing energy. Glycolysis is an anaerobic 

process that is oxygen-independent and widely conserved among various species, ranging from bacteria to 

humans.[1]    
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 Key Steps in Glycolysis: 

Glucose Activation: Glucose is phosphorylated by ATP to form glucose-6-phosphate, which is then converted into 

fructose-6-phosphate. 

Fructose-1,6-bisphosphate Formation: Another ATP molecule is used to add a second phosphate group, forming 

fructose-1,6-bisphosphate. 

Cleavage: Fructose-1,6-bisphosphate is split into two three-carbon molecules, glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate (G3P), 

and dihydroxyacetone phosphate (DHAP), which is quickly converted to G3P. 

Energy Generation: G3P is converted into pyruvate through a series of reactions, generating four ATP molecules 

and two NADH molecules in the process. [2,3]  

 Types of Glycolysis: 

There are two main types of glycolysis: 

1.Aerobic Glycolysis: 

Occurs when oxygen is present. 

Pyruvate produced in glycolysis is further processed in the mitochondria through the citric acid cycle and oxidative 

phosphorylation, producing a significant amount of ATP. 

2.Anaerobic Glycolysis (also called Fermentation): 

Occurs when oxygen is absent or limited. 

Pyruvate is converted into lactate in animals or ethanol and carbon dioxide in yeast and some bacteria. 

Produces less ATP compared to aerobic glycolysis.[2] 

Anaerobic or Aerobic glycolysis is important? 

Both anaerobic and aerobic glycolysis are important, but their significance depends on the context in which they 

occur: 

Aerobic Glycolysis: 

Aerobic glycolysis, followed by the citric acid cycle and oxidative phosphorylation, is crucial for generating a large 

amount of ATP. This process is vital for cells that require a high energy supply, such as those in the brain, heart, and 

muscles during sustained activity. 

It supports long-term, steady-state energy production in cells where oxygen is readily available. This is particularly 

important for endurance activities and maintaining cellular functions over time. Active in Oxygen-Rich Conditions: 

Aerobic glycolysis is most active when oxygen is abundant, such as during normal cellular respiration in tissues 

with a steady oxygen supply.[4]  

 Anaerobic Glycolysis: 

Importance: 

Anaerobic glycolysis is crucial when a quick supply of energy is needed, especially in situations where oxygen is 

limited or when energy demand exceeds oxygen supply. It allows cells to survive and continue producing ATP in 
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low-oxygen environments, such as in muscles during intense exercise (e.g., sprinting) or in tissues experiencing 

oxygen deprivation (hypoxia). 

Some organisms, like yeast and certain bacteria, rely entirely on anaerobic glycolysis for energy production. Active 

in Low-Oxygen Conditions: Anaerobic glycolysis is the primary energy source in conditions where oxygen is 

scarce, such as during intense physical exertion or in certain disease states (e.g., ischemia). 

Depends on the Situation, Aerobic Glycolysis is generally more important for sustained energy production and is 

preferred by most cells when oxygen is available. Anaerobic Glycolysis becomes critically important in emergency 

situations where energy demand is immediate, and oxygen is lacking. Both pathways are essential for different 

physiological needs and complement each other in maintaining the body’s energy balance.[5] 

 

CLASSIFICATION OF GLYCOLYSIS: 

Glycolysis is generally classified based on various criteria, such as its metabolic environment, the organisms 

involved, and the stages of the pathway. Here are the primary classifications of glycolysis, along with supportive 

references for further reading: 

1. Classification Based on Aerobic and Anaerobic Conditions: [1] 

A).Aerobic Glycolysis: 

This process occurs in the presence of oxygen. It converts glucose into pyruvate, which then enters the mitochondria 

for further oxidation in the Krebs cycle, leading to the complete oxidation of glucose and a higher yield of ATP. 

B).Anaerobic Glycolysis: 

This pathway occurs in the absence of oxygen. It converts glucose into pyruvate, which is then converted into 

lactate in animals (or ethanol in yeast). This process yields less ATP than aerobic glycolysis and is crucial in 

conditions where oxygen is limited.  

This textbook provides a comprehensive overview of glycolysis and its classification based on oxygen availability. 

2. Classification Based on Organisms 

A).Eukaryotic Glycolysis: 

Found in organisms with complex cells, such as animals, plants, and fungi. Eukaryotic glycolysis occurs in the 

cytoplasm and produces pyruvate, which can enter the mitochondria for further processing. 

B).Prokaryotic Glycolysis: 

Present in bacteria and archaea. Prokaryotic glycolysis also occurs in the cytoplasm but may have variations in the 

enzymes and intermediate metabolites involved. 

3. Classification based on phases:  

A). Investment Phase (Preparatory Phase): 

This stage involves the phosphorylation of glucose and its conversion into glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate (G3P). ATP 

is consumed to activate glucose, making it more reactive. Key reactions include the phosphorylation of glucose by 

hexokinase and the conversion of fructose-6-phosphate to fructose-1,6-bisphosphate by phosphofructokinase. 
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B). Payoff Phase: 

In this stage, G3P is further processed to produce pyruvate, generating ATP and NADH. Key reactions include the 

conversion of G3P to pyruvate and the generation of ATP through substrate-level phosphorylation.[6] 

4. Classification Based on Specific Pathways 

A).Embden-Meyerhof Pathway: 

This is the most common glycolytic pathway, used by many organisms, including humans. It involves a series of 

ten enzyme-catalyzed reactions that convert glucose into pyruvate. 

B).Entner-Doudoroff Pathway: 

This alternative glycolytic pathway is primarily found in some bacteria, such as Pseudomonas and Zymomonas. It 

involves a different set of enzymes and results in the production of pyruvate and glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate. 

C).Pentose Phosphate Pathway: 

Although not a traditional glycolytic pathway, it is closely related and branches off from glycolysis. It is essential 

for generating NADPH and ribose-5-phosphate for biosynthetic reactions.[2] 

Step by step Glycolysis pathway or cycle: 

Glycolysis is a metabolic pathway that converts glucose into pyruvate, producing ATP and NADH in the process. 

It occurs in the cytoplasm of cells and consists of ten enzyme-catalyzed reactions divided into two main phases: the 

investment phase and the payoff phase. Here’s a step-by-step overview of the glycolysis pathway:[7]  

 Glycolysis Pathway Steps 

I. Investment Phase (Preparatory Phase) 

a).Hexokinase Reaction: Enzyme: Hexokinase 

Reaction: Glucose + ATP → Glucose-6-phosphate (G6P) + ADP 

The enzyme hexokinase catalyzes the phosphorylation of glucose, trapping it in the cell as glucose-6-phosphate. 

This step requires one molecule of ATP. 

2.Isomerization: Enzyme: Phosphoglucose isomerase 

Reaction: Glucose-6-phosphate ↔ Fructose-6-phosphate (F6P).G6P is converted into fructose-6-phosphate, 

rearranging the molecular structure. 

3.Phosphorylation: Enzyme: Phosphofructokinase-1 (PFK-1) 

Reaction: Fructose-6-phosphate + ATP → Fructose-1,6-bisphosphate (F1,6BP) + ADP 

PFK-1 adds a second phosphate group to fructose-6-phosphate, committing it to glycolysis. This is a key regulatory 

step. 

4.Cleavage: Enzyme: Aldolase 

Reaction: Fructose-1,6-bisphosphate ↔ Dihydroxyacetone phosphate (DHAP) + Glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate 

(G3P).The six-carbon sugar fructose-1,6-bisphosphate is cleaved into two three-carbon sugars. 
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5.Isomerization of DHAP: Enzyme: Triose phosphate isomerase 

Reaction: Dihydroxyacetone phosphate ↔ Glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate. DHAP is converted into G3P. At this 

point, two molecules of G3P are produced from one molecule of glucose. 

II. Payoff Phase: 

1.Oxidation and Phosphorylation: Enzyme: Glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase 

Reaction: Glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate + NAD⁺ + Pi → 1,3-Bisphosphoglycerate (1,3-BPG) + NADH + H⁺.G3P is 

oxidized, and inorganic phosphate (Pi) is added, generating 1,3-bisphosphoglycerate and reducing NAD⁺ to NADH. 

2.Substrate-Level Phosphorylation: Enzyme: Phosphoglycerate kinase 

Reaction: 1,3-Bisphosphoglycerate + ADP → 3-Phosphoglycerate (3PG) + ATP.ATP is produced through substrate-

level phosphorylation, converting 1,3-BPG to 3-phosphoglycerate. 

3.Isomerization: Enzyme: Phosphoglycerate mutase 

Reaction: 3-Phosphoglycerate ↔ 2-Phosphoglycerate (2PG).The enzyme moves the phosphate group from the third 

carbon to the second carbon. 

4.Dehydration: Enzyme: Enolase 

Reaction: 2-Phosphoglycerate ↔ Phosphoenolpyruvate (PEP) + H₂O. Water is removed from 2-phosphoglycerate, 

forming phosphoenolpyruvate, a high-energy intermediate. 

5.Substrate-Level Phosphorylation: Enzyme: Pyruvate kinase 

Reaction: Phosphoenolpyruvate + ADP → Pyruvate + ATP. The final step of glycolysis produces pyruvate and 

generates another molecule of ATP through substrate-level phosphorylation. 

Overall Reaction of Glycolysis 

The overall reaction of glycolysis can be summarized as: 

Glucose +2NAD+2ADP+2P𝑖→2Pyruvate+2NADH+2ATP+2H2O+Glucose+2NAD + 

 +2ADP+2P i →2Pyruvate+2NADH+2ATP+2H2 O. 

The importance of Aerobic glycolysis in dentistry : 

Aerobic glycolysis plays a crucial role in dentistry, particularly in the context of oral health, dental pathology, and 

the function of various oral tissues. Here’s why aerobic glycolysis is important in dentistry: 

Importance of Aerobic Glycolysis in Dentistry:[8-11]    

Energy Supply for Oral Tissues: 

A).Oral Mucosa and Gingiva: The oral mucosa and gingival tissues require a constant energy supply to maintain 

their integrity, repair tissue, and resist microbial invasion. Aerobic glycolysis provides the necessary ATP for these 

activities, especially in oxygen-rich environments like healthy gum tissue. 

B).Salivary Glands: Salivary glands rely on aerobic glycolysis for energy to produce and secrete saliva, which is 

essential for maintaining oral hygiene, aiding digestion, and protecting against dental caries. 
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C).Dental Pulp and Periodontal Ligament Function:Dental Pulp: The dental pulp, a highly vascularized tissue, relies 

on aerobic glycolysis for energy to support its functions, including the formation of dentin, immune responses, and 

sensory functions. 

D).Periodontal Ligament: The periodontal ligament, which connects the tooth to the alveolar bone, requires ATP 

from aerobic glycolysis for cellular processes such as remodeling and repair, particularly after mechanical stress 

from chewing or orthodontic procedures. 

E).Wound Healing and Tissue Regeneration: 

Post-Surgical Healing: After dental surgeries or injuries, aerobic glycolysis is crucial for wound healing and tissue 

regeneration. Oxygen availability and the efficiency of aerobic glycolysis influence the healing rate of oral tissues, 

including the gums and bone. 

F).Bone Metabolism: In dental implantology and orthodontics, aerobic glycolysis supports the metabolic activities 

of osteoblasts (bone-forming cells) and osteoclasts (bone-resorbing cells), which are essential for bone remodeling 

and integration of dental implants. 

G).Oral Pathologies and Cancer: 

Oral Squamous Cell Carcinoma (OSCC): Cancer cells, including those in oral squamous cell carcinoma, often 

exhibit altered metabolism, relying on aerobic glycolysis for rapid growth and survival, a phenomenon known as 

the Warburg effect. Understanding this can help in diagnosing and developing targeted therapies for oral cancers. 

Importance of anaerobic glycolysis in dentistry : 

Anaerobic glycolysis, also known as fermentation, is also important in dentistry, particularly in contexts where 

oxygen supply is limited, such as within deep periodontal pockets, dental pulp under certain conditions, or during 

intense bacterial activity. Here’s why anaerobic glycolysis is significant in dentistry: 

Importance of Anaerobic Glycolysis in Dentistry:[8, 12-15] 

a).Dental Pulp Survival Under Hypoxic Conditions: 

Pulpal Inflammation (Pulpitis): In cases of pulpal inflammation, such as pulpitis, the oxygen supply to the dental 

pulp can be compromised due to increased pressure within the pulp chamber. Anaerobic glycolysis becomes crucial 

for providing energy to the cells in these low-oxygen conditions, helping them survive until normal conditions are 

restored or endodontic treatment is administered. 

b).Deep Caries and Hypoxia: As caries progress deeper into the tooth, the underlying pulp may experience reduced 

oxygen levels. Anaerobic glycolysis allows pulp cells to continue functioning and maintain some degree of tissue 

viability even when oxygen is scarce. 

c).Role in Periodontal Disease: 

Periodontal Pockets: The deep periodontal pockets found in periodontitis are often hypoxic environments due to 

the accumulation of plaque and limited blood supply. In these anaerobic conditions, periodontal pathogens (such as 

Porphyromonas gingivalis and Fusobacterium nucleatum) rely on anaerobic glycolysis for energy production, 

contributing to the persistence and virulence of these infections. 

d).Pathogen Survival: Anaerobic glycolysis supports the energy needs of these bacteria, allowing them to thrive in 

the absence of oxygen, which in turn exacerbates periodontal disease and tissue destruction. 
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e).Oral Microbiome and Dental Caries: 

Cariogenic Bacteria: Bacteria such as Streptococcus mutans, which are involved in the formation of dental caries, 

predominantly use anaerobic glycolysis to metabolize dietary sugars. This process produces lactic acid as a 

byproduct, leading to the demineralization of tooth enamel and the formation of cavities. 

f).Biofilm Formation: The anaerobic metabolism of sugars within biofilms (plaque) on the tooth surface is a key 

factor in the development and progression of dental caries, particularly in environments where oxygen diffusion is 

limited. 

g).Endodontic Infections: 

Root Canal Infections: Anaerobic bacteria are often the primary pathogens in infected root canals. These bacteria 

rely on anaerobic glycolysis for survival in the oxygen-deprived environment of a necrotic pulp. Understanding 

their metabolism is important for developing effective endodontic treatments aimed at eradicating these infections. 

The anaerobic glycolysis is essential in various dental contexts, from microbial pathogenesis to tissue survival under 

hypoxic conditions. Understanding these processes is crucial for developing effective treatment strategies in 

dentistry. 

Does Glycolysis have any role in dental treatments?  

Glycolysis plays a significant role in various aspects of dental treatments. The metabolic pathway of glycolysis, 

both aerobic and anaerobic, influences how oral tissues respond to injury, infection, and healing processes, and it 

also impacts the efficacy of certain dental procedures. 

Roles of Glycolysis in Dental Treatments:[ 16-18] 

1.Pulpal Vitality and Endodontic Treatments: 

A.Pulpal Response to Injury: Glycolysis is crucial in maintaining the vitality of the dental pulp, particularly when 

it is injured or inflamed. In cases of reversible pulpitis, the cells within the pulp rely on glycolysis to produce the 

energy needed for repair and to sustain cellular functions under stress conditions. Endodontic treatments, such as 

root canal therapy, aim to remove necrotic tissue where glycolysis has failed to meet the energy demands, leading 

to cell death. 

B.Regenerative Endodontics: Emerging techniques in regenerative endodontics, such as revascularization, depend 

on the ability of pulp stem cells to proliferate and differentiate, processes that require energy primarily generated 

through glycolysis, especially under hypoxic conditions in the pulp canal system. 

2.Periodontal Treatments: 

A.Wound Healing Post-Surgery: Following periodontal surgery, glycolysis is essential for the healing of gingival 

tissues. Cells involved in wound healing, such as fibroblasts and keratinocytes, require ATP generated through 

glycolysis to proliferate and migrate, processes critical for tissue regeneration. 

B.Response to Periodontal Therapy: In non-surgical periodontal treatments, such as scaling and root planing, 

glycolysis supports the metabolic needs of cells involved in tissue repair and inflammation resolution. Moreover, 

understanding the glycolytic pathways of periodontal pathogens can help in designing targeted antimicrobial 

therapies. 
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3.Orthodontic Tooth Movement: 

A.Bone Remodeling: During orthodontic tooth movement, glycolysis is involved in the metabolic processes of 

osteoclasts and osteoblasts, which are responsible for bone resorption and formation. Adequate energy production 

through glycolysis is essential for these cells to function effectively, ensuring proper remodeling of the alveolar 

bone in response to orthodontic forces. 

4.Stress Response: Cells within the periodontal ligament, which undergo mechanical stress during orthodontic 

treatment, rely on glycolysis to meet their energy demands, particularly in the initial stages when the blood supply 

may be temporarily reduced. 

5.Impact on Dental Restorations: 

A.Caries Progression and Management: Glycolysis is central to the metabolism of cariogenic bacteria such as 

Streptococcus mutans, which produce acid as a byproduct, leading to tooth demineralization. Understanding this 

process helps in the development of restorative materials and treatments that can resist acid attack or neutralize the 

acidic environment in the oral cavity. 

B.Infection Control in Dental Procedures: During procedures like cavity preparation and placement of restorations, 

controlling the oral microbial load is crucial. Many of the bacteria that colonize dental surfaces rely on glycolysis 

for survival, and treatments that disrupt their glycolytic pathways can enhance the effectiveness of dental 

interventions. 

Significance of Glycolysis in Prosthodontic Treatments: 

Glycolysis, while primarily known for its role in energy metabolism within cells, also has indirect implications in 

prosthodontic treatments, particularly in the maintenance of oral tissues, wound healing, and the health of the oral 

microbiome. Here’s how glycolysis is significant in the context of prosthodontics: 

Importance of Glycolysis in Prosthodontic Treatments: [19-23]  

  1.Tissue Healing and Integration of Prostheses: 

A.Healing of Soft Tissues: After the placement of dental prostheses, such as dentures or implants, the surrounding 

soft tissues undergo healing, which is a process that relies on glycolysis for energy production. Fibroblasts and 

epithelial cells in the gingiva and mucosa use glycolysis, especially under hypoxic conditions, to support tissue 

repair and integration with the prosthesis. 

B.Bone Remodeling around Implants: The integration of dental implants involves significant bone remodeling, 

where osteoclasts and osteoblasts require energy derived from glycolysis. Particularly in the early stages of implant 

osseointegration, when oxygen levels might be reduced, glycolysis becomes critical for providing the energy 

necessary for cellular activities that ensure successful implant stability and bone health. 

2.Management of Oral Microbiome and Prosthetic Hygiene: 

A.Biofilm Formation on Prostheses: Glycolysis plays a central role in the metabolism of bacteria that form biofilms 

on dental prostheses. Candida albicans and other oral microorganisms metabolize carbohydrates via glycolysis, 

producing acids and other byproducts that can lead to oral infections such as denture stomatitis. Understanding 

these processes is crucial for developing strategies to prevent biofilm formation and manage prosthetic hygiene. 
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3.Impact on Prosthetic Longevity: The metabolic activity of oral bacteria, driven by glycolysis, can affect the 

longevity of prosthetic devices by contributing to the development of conditions like caries around abutment teeth 

or peri-implantitis around dental implants. Effective control of these metabolic processes can enhance the durability 

and success of prosthodontic treatments. 

4.Material Biocompatibility and Host Response: 

A.Biocompatibility of Prosthetic Materials: The materials used in prosthodontics, such as acrylic resins, metals, 

and ceramics, must be biocompatible with oral tissues. Glycolysis within the surrounding cells plays a role in how 

tissues respond to these materials, particularly in terms of inflammation and healing. For instance, glycolysis 

supports the energy needs of immune cells responding to potential foreign body reactions to the prosthetic materials. 

5.Inflammation and Immune Response: During the inflammatory response to prosthetic materials or in the 

management of chronic conditions like peri-implantitis, glycolysis is involved in fueling the immune cells (such as 

macrophages) that are active in these processes. Understanding this can guide the choice of materials and surface 

treatments that minimize adverse inflammatory reactions. 

Role of dysregulated glycolysis on Prosthodontic treatment: 

Incomplete or dysregulated glycolysis can indeed contribute to several conditions relevant to prosthodontics. These 

issues often arise from insufficient energy production, accumulation of glycolytic intermediates, or the buildup of 

byproducts that can lead to various oral health problems, potentially impacting prosthodontic outcomes. 

1.Denture Stomatitis:[24] 

Denture stomatitis is a common inflammatory condition affecting denture wearers, characterized by erythema and 

inflammation of the oral mucosa underneath a denture. 

Glycolysis Connection: Incomplete glycolysis, particularly under anaerobic conditions, can result in the 

accumulation of acidic byproducts such as lactic acid. This acidic environment can promote the growth of Candida 

albicans and other pathogenic microorganisms, leading to an imbalance in the oral microbiome and contributing to 

the development of denture stomatitis. 

Relevance to Prosthodontics: Managing the microbial environment on denture surfaces is crucial for preventing 

denture stomatitis. Incomplete glycolysis in microbial biofilms can exacerbate this condition, making it a significant 

concern for prosthodontists. 

2.Peri-Implantitis:[25] 

Peri-implantitis is a destructive inflammatory process affecting the soft and hard tissues around dental implants, 

leading to the loss of supporting bone. 

Glycolysis Connection: Incomplete or dysregulated glycolysis in anaerobic bacteria surrounding dental implants 

can result in the production of toxic byproducts, such as hydrogen sulfide, which can further exacerbate 

inflammation and bone loss. Additionally, inadequate energy production in the host's immune cells can impair the 

body's ability to combat infection, leading to the progression of peri-implantitis. 

Relevance to Prosthodontics: The success of dental implants is closely tied to the control of peri-implantitis. 

Understanding the role of incomplete glycolysis in both bacterial metabolism and the host response is essential for 

preventing and managing this condition. 
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3.Osteomyelitis:[26] 

Osteomyelitis is an infection of the bone that can occur in the jaw, sometimes associated with dental implants or 

other prosthetic devices. 

Glycolysis Connection: Incomplete glycolysis in infected tissues can lead to a lack of sufficient ATP production, 

impairing the ability of bone cells to repair and regenerate. Additionally, the accumulation of glycolytic 

intermediates in hypoxic environments can exacerbate the inflammatory response, leading to further bone 

destruction. 

Relevance to Prosthodontics: Prosthodontists must be aware of the risks of osteomyelitis when placing implants or 

performing procedures that could introduce infection. Ensuring proper metabolic function in surrounding tissues is 

crucial for preventing such severe complications. 

4.Oral Mucosal Lesions:[27] 

Various oral mucosal lesions, such as ulcers or lichen planus, can be exacerbated by metabolic imbalances, including 

those related to glycolysis. 

Glycolysis Connection: Incomplete glycolysis in oral epithelial cells can lead to insufficient energy for cell 

proliferation and repair, contributing to the persistence or worsening of mucosal lesions. Additionally, dysregulated 

glycolysis in immune cells can impair the resolution of inflammation, leading to chronic conditions. 

Relevance to Prosthodontics: Prosthodontists must manage oral mucosal health, particularly in patients who wear 

prosthetic devices that may cause irritation or trauma. Understanding the metabolic underpinnings of these lesions 

can help in providing comprehensive care. 

This article covers the metabolic aspects of oral mucosal lesions, emphasizing the role of energy metabolism, 

including glycolysis, in the pathogenesis of these conditions. 

Role of dysregulated  Aerobic glycolysis on Prosthodontic treatment: 

Incomplete aerobic glycolysis, also known as aerobic glycolysis dysfunction, can have several implications in 

prosthodontics, particularly concerning the health of oral tissues, the success of prosthetic devices, and the 

management of related conditions. When aerobic glycolysis is incomplete, it may lead to the accumulation of 

glycolytic intermediates, reduced ATP production, and increased production of reactive oxygen species (ROS), 

which can negatively impact various aspects of prosthodontic care. 

Relevance of Incomplete Aerobic Glycolysis in Prosthodontics 

1.Delayed Wound Healing and Tissue Integration:[28] 

a).Impaired Energy Production: Incomplete aerobic glycolysis can lead to insufficient ATP production, which is 

critical for cellular processes involved in wound healing. This can result in delayed healing of the soft tissues after 

prosthodontic procedures such as the placement of implants or dentures, negatively affecting tissue integration. 

b).Impact on Osseointegration: The success of dental implants depends on proper osseointegration, a process that 

requires adequate energy for bone remodeling. Incomplete aerobic glycolysis in osteoblasts and osteoclasts can 

impair these cells' function, leading to poor integration of the implant with the bone and increasing the risk of 

implant failure. 
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2.Increased Risk of Peri-Implantitis: 

a).Oxidative Stress: Incomplete aerobic glycolysis can lead to increased production of ROS, which can cause 

oxidative stress and damage to the surrounding tissues. This oxidative stress can exacerbate inflammatory 

conditions such as peri-implantitis, where the tissues around a dental implant become inflamed and begin to 

degrade. 

b).Compromised Immune Response: The immune cells' ability to combat bacterial infections around implants may 

be compromised due to insufficient energy production and increased oxidative stress, potentially leading to the 

progression of peri-implantitis and implant failure.[29] 

3.Development of Oral Mucosal Lesions: 

a).Impaired Cellular Repair: Cells in the oral mucosa rely on aerobic glycolysis for energy to maintain tissue 

integrity and repair damage. Incomplete glycolysis can hinder the ability of these cells to repair themselves, leading 

to the development or exacerbation of oral mucosal lesions, such as ulcers or erosions, especially in patients with 

prosthetic devices that may cause irritation. 

b).Chronic Inflammation: Persistent low-level inflammation associated with incomplete aerobic glycolysis can lead 

to chronic oral mucosal conditions, complicating prosthodontic treatment and patient comfort. [30] 

5.Impact on Prosthetic Material Biocompatibility: 

a).Inflammatory Responses to Materials: Incomplete aerobic glycolysis can exacerbate inflammatory responses to 

prosthetic materials, leading to issues such as irritation, hypersensitivity, or even rejection of the prosthesis. This is 

particularly relevant in patients with compromised metabolic function or systemic conditions that affect cellular 

metabolism. 

b).Poor Tissue Adhesion: The health of soft tissues surrounding prosthetic devices, such as dentures or implants, is 

crucial for the long-term success of these devices. Incomplete glycolysis can lead to poor tissue adhesion, increasing 

the risk of prosthesis failure.[31] 

Role of dysregulated Anaerobic glycolysis on Prosthodontic treatment 

Incomplete anaerobic glycolysis, also known as dysregulated or insufficient anaerobic glycolysis, can have several 

implications in prosthodontics, particularly in the context of tissue health, microbial activity, and the success of 

prosthetic treatments. When anaerobic glycolysis is incomplete, it can lead to reduced energy production, 

accumulation of intermediate metabolites, and production of harmful byproducts, all of which can affect the oral 

environment and the outcome of prosthodontic procedures. 

Relevance of Incomplete Anaerobic Glycolysis in Prosthodontics 

1.Impaired Tissue Healing and Regeneration: 

a).Reduced ATP Production: Anaerobic glycolysis is a critical energy pathway for cells in hypoxic conditions, such 

as those found in healing wounds or inflamed tissues. Incomplete anaerobic glycolysis results in reduced ATP 

production, impairing the ability of cells to proliferate, migrate, and repair tissues effectively. This can slow down 

the healing process after prosthodontic procedures like implant placement or denture fitting, leading to prolonged 

recovery times and increased risk of complications. 
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b).Accumulation of Lactic Acid: Incomplete anaerobic glycolysis can result in the excessive accumulation of lactic 

acid, which can lower the pH in the tissue environment. This acidic environment can exacerbate inflammation, 

delay healing, and contribute to tissue breakdown, potentially compromising the integration and stability of 

prosthetic devices. [32] 

2.Increased Susceptibility to Oral Infections: 

a).Altered Microbial Metabolism: Incomplete anaerobic glycolysis in oral microorganisms can lead to altered 

metabolic byproducts, such as volatile sulphur compounds (VSCs) and other toxic metabolites, which can promote 

the growth of pathogenic bacteria. This can increase the risk of oral infections, such as peri-implantitis or denture 

stomatitis, particularly in areas where prosthetic devices are placed. 

b).Biofilm Formation: The altered metabolism associated with incomplete anaerobic glycolysis can also enhance 

biofilm formation on prosthetic surfaces. Biofilms are more resistant to antimicrobial treatments and can serve as 

reservoirs for infections, complicating the maintenance and longevity of prosthetic devices.[33] 

3.Complications in Peri-Implant Tissues: 

a).Peri-Implantitis Development: Incomplete anaerobic glycolysis in peri-implant tissues and surrounding 

microbial communities can contribute to the development of peri-implantitis. The resulting inflammatory response, 

coupled with the accumulation of toxic metabolic byproducts, can lead to bone resorption and implant failure. 

b).Host Immune Response: The immune cells' reliance on anaerobic glycolysis, particularly under hypoxic 

conditions, is crucial for effective pathogen clearance and tissue repair. Incomplete anaerobic glycolysis can impair 

the immune response, leading to persistent inflammation and tissue breakdown around implants.[34] 

4.Denture Stomatitis and Soft Tissue Complications: 

a).Tissue Irritation and Breakdown: Incomplete anaerobic glycolysis in the soft tissues under dentures can 

contribute to denture stomatitis, a common condition characterized by inflammation and erythema. The buildup of 

lactic acid and other byproducts can irritate the mucosa, leading to discomfort and increasing the risk of secondary 

infections. 

b).Microbial Growth: The acidic environment resulting from incomplete anaerobic glycolysis can favor the growth 

of Candida albicans and other opportunistic pathogens, exacerbating denture stomatitis and complicating its 

management.[35] 

 

CONCLUSION:   Understanding the metabolic processes underlying these complications can help prosthodontists 

develop better strategies for preventing and managing them, ensuring more successful and durable prosthetic 

restorations. 
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