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ABSTRACT 

Drug abuse among youths represents a critical challenge to sustainable national development, necessitating comprehensive 

public administration interventions. This review paper examines the intricate relationship between public administration 

policies and youth drug abuse prevention strategies, exploring their collective impact on national development 

sustainability. The study synthesizes existing literature on policy frameworks, implementation mechanisms, and outcomes 

of drug prevention programs across various jurisdictions. Through systematic analysis of scholarly works, government 

reports, and empirical studies, this paper identifies key policy interventions including education-based prevention, 

community engagement initiatives, rehabilitation programs, law enforcement measures, and inter-sectoral coordination 

strategies. The findings reveal that effective public administration policies significantly reduce youth drug abuse rates when 

implemented holistically, combining prevention, treatment, and enforcement components. Furthermore, the paper 

establishes clear linkages between successful drug prevention policies and broader sustainable development goals, including 

improved public health outcomes, enhanced educational attainment, reduced crime rates, and increased economic 

productivity. The study concludes that integrated, evidence-based public administration policies are essential for curbing 

youth drug abuse and fostering sustainable national development, while recommending multi-stakeholder collaboration, 

adequate resource allocation, continuous policy evaluation, and youth-centered approaches for optimal policy effectiveness. 

INTRODUCTION 

The phenomenon of drug abuse among young people has emerged as one of the most pressing social and public health 

challenges confronting nations globally in the 21st century. Youth, typically defined as individuals between the ages of 15 

and 24 years, represent a particularly vulnerable demographic group susceptible to experimentation with and dependence 

on various psychoactive substances including alcohol, cannabis, cocaine, heroin, and synthetic drugs. The prevalence of 

drug abuse among this age cohort has far-reaching implications that extend beyond individual health consequences to 

encompass broader societal dimensions including disrupted educational trajectories, compromised workforce productivity, 

increased burden on healthcare systems, elevated crime rates, and ultimately, the hindrance of sustainable national 

development. Consequently, governments worldwide have recognized the imperative need to develop and implement robust 

public administration policies specifically targeted at preventing and mitigating drug abuse among youths. 

Public administration policies encompass the systematic frameworks, strategies, programs, and interventions designed and 

executed by governmental bodies and public institutions to address societal challenges and promote collective welfare. 

Within the context of drug abuse prevention, these policies typically integrate multiple approaches including preventive 
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education initiatives in schools and communities, law enforcement and regulatory measures to control drug supply and 

trafficking, treatment and rehabilitation services for affected individuals, community mobilization and awareness 

campaigns, and inter-agency coordination mechanisms. The effectiveness of such policies fundamentally depends on their 

evidence-based design, adequate resource allocation, efficient implementation, continuous monitoring and evaluation, and 

adaptability to evolving drug abuse patterns and socio-cultural contexts. Moreover, successful drug prevention policies 

must be grounded in comprehensive understanding of the multifaceted risk factors driving youth drug abuse, including peer 

pressure, family dysfunction, mental health challenges, socioeconomic disadvantage, and environmental influences. 

The nexus between youth drug abuse prevention and sustainable national development is increasingly recognized in 

contemporary development discourse and policy frameworks. Sustainable development, as conceptualized by the United 

Nations and articulated through the Sustainable Development Goals, emphasizes balanced progress across economic, social, 

and environmental dimensions while ensuring intergenerational equity. Drug abuse among youths directly undermines 

multiple sustainable development objectives, particularly those related to health and well-being, quality education, decent 

work and economic growth, reduced inequalities, and peaceful and inclusive societies. When significant proportions of the 

youth population are impaired by substance abuse, nations experience diminished human capital development, reduced 

economic productivity, increased healthcare expenditure, heightened social instability, and compromised prospects for 

long-term prosperity. Conversely, effective policies that successfully prevent and address youth drug abuse contribute 

significantly to building healthy, educated, productive, and resilient populations capable of driving sustainable national 

development trajectories. 

Despite the acknowledged importance of addressing youth drug abuse through public policy interventions, significant 

knowledge gaps persist regarding the most effective policy approaches, implementation strategies, and their measurable 

impacts on both drug abuse prevention outcomes and broader development indicators. Existing literature reveals 

considerable variation in policy frameworks adopted across different national and subnational contexts, with varying 

degrees of success. Some jurisdictions have achieved remarkable reductions in youth drug abuse rates through 

comprehensive, multi-sectoral approaches, while others continue to struggle with escalating substance abuse problems 

despite policy interventions. This disparity in outcomes underscores the need for systematic review and synthesis of existing 

evidence to identify best practices, critical success factors, implementation challenges, and pathways through which public 

administration policies can effectively prevent youth drug abuse and contribute to sustainable development. Furthermore, 

understanding the complex interplay between policy design, contextual factors, and development outcomes remains crucial 

for informing future policy development and reform efforts. 

This review paper therefore seeks to comprehensively examine and synthesize existing scholarly literature and empirical 

evidence regarding the impact of public administration policies on drug abuse prevention among youths and their 

contribution to sustainable national development. By critically analyzing diverse policy interventions, implementation 

experiences, and documented outcomes across various geographical and institutional contexts, this study aims to provide 

nuanced insights into effective policy frameworks, identify recurring challenges and limitations, and propose evidence-

informed recommendations for strengthening public administration responses to youth drug abuse. The paper is structured 

to first present a comprehensive review of relevant literature, articulate specific research objectives, establish a conceptual 

framework linking policies to outcomes, present key findings from the synthesis of evidence, offer practical suggestions 

for policy improvement, and conclude with reflections on the critical role of public administration in addressing this 

multidimensional challenge. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Babor et al. (2010): This seminal work provides comprehensive evidence on drug policy effectiveness across multiple 

domains. The authors systematically reviewed international experiences with various policy approaches including 

prevention programs, treatment interventions, harm reduction strategies, and supply control measures. Their analysis 

reveals that school-based prevention programs incorporating life skills training demonstrate significant effectiveness in 

delaying drug initiation among adolescents. Furthermore, they emphasize that comprehensive policies integrating demand 

reduction with balanced supply control measures yield superior outcomes compared to punitive enforcement-only 
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approaches, highlighting the necessity for evidence-based, multi-component policy frameworks in addressing youth 

substance abuse. 

Hawkins et al. (2002): Through longitudinal research, these scholars identified critical risk and protective factors 

influencing adolescent drug abuse trajectories. Their findings demonstrate that family management practices, school 

bonding, community attachment, and peer associations significantly mediate youth substance use patterns. The research 

underscores that effective prevention policies must address multiple risk domains simultaneously while strengthening 

protective factors at individual, family, school, and community levels. This multi-level ecological perspective has 

profoundly influenced contemporary prevention policy design, emphasizing comprehensive approaches rather than single-

intervention strategies for sustainable impact on youth drug abuse prevention. 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2015): This global report examined drug abuse trends and policy responses 

across 193 countries, revealing significant disparities in youth substance use prevalence and policy implementation. The 

analysis demonstrates that countries with integrated national drug strategies encompassing prevention, treatment, harm 

reduction, and law enforcement components achieve better outcomes than those relying predominantly on criminal justice 

approaches. The report emphasizes the importance of international cooperation, evidence-based policy development, 

adequate resource allocation, and continuous monitoring systems. It particularly highlights the role of public administration 

in coordinating multi-sectoral responses and ensuring policy coherence across government departments and agencies. 

Faggiano et al. (2014): This meta-analysis evaluated the effectiveness of universal school-based prevention programs 

across European contexts. The systematic review of 51 randomized controlled trials revealed that interactive programs 

based on social competence and social influence approaches significantly reduce drug use initiation among students. 

Conversely, knowledge-only interventions demonstrated limited effectiveness. The findings emphasize that public 

administration policies supporting comprehensive, theory-based, and interactive school prevention curricula, coupled with 

teacher training and program fidelity monitoring, yield measurable reductions in youth substance experimentation and 

regular use, thereby contributing to healthier developmental outcomes and enhanced educational attainment. 

Caulkins et al. (2012): This economic analysis examined cost-effectiveness across different drug policy interventions 

including prevention, treatment, domestic enforcement, and interdiction. Their modeling demonstrates that investments in 

prevention and treatment programs generate substantially higher returns per dollar spent compared to supply-side 

enforcement measures alone. The research reveals that comprehensive school-based prevention yields cost-benefit ratios 

exceeding seven to one, while treatment programs demonstrate ratios of four to one. These findings provide compelling 

evidence for public administrators to prioritize demand reduction strategies within balanced policy portfolios, optimizing 

resource allocation for maximum societal impact and fiscal efficiency. 

Spoth et al. (2009): This longitudinal evaluation assessed community-based prevention programs targeting families and 

schools simultaneously. Results demonstrated that coordinated, community-wide interventions addressing multiple risk 

domains produce sustained reductions in adolescent substance use extending into young adulthood. The study emphasizes 

the critical role of public administration in facilitating inter-agency collaboration, mobilizing community stakeholders, 

ensuring program quality, and maintaining long-term implementation support. The findings highlight that successful 

prevention requires systematic community engagement frameworks embedded within supportive public policy 

environments, rather than isolated programmatic interventions. 

Degenhardt et al. (2016): This comparative policy analysis examined drug decriminalization experiences across multiple 

jurisdictions including Portugal, Netherlands, and several U.S. states. The research reveals that decriminalization policies, 

when coupled with expanded treatment access and harm reduction services, do not increase youth drug use rates and may 

actually reduce drug-related harms. The findings challenge purely punitive approaches and suggest that public health-

oriented policies emphasizing treatment over incarceration achieve better outcomes for young people while reducing 

criminal justice costs. However, the authors emphasize the importance of comprehensive public administration frameworks 

ensuring adequate treatment infrastructure and prevention services to support decriminalization policies. 

Stockings et al. (2016): This systematic review and meta-analysis evaluated prevention interventions specifically targeting 

cannabis use among young people. Analysis of 23 controlled trials revealed that motivational interviewing and cognitive-
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behavioral approaches demonstrate moderate effectiveness in reducing cannabis use frequency and related problems. The 

research emphasizes that effective cannabis prevention policies must incorporate evidence-based interventions tailored to 

youth developmental stages, address cannabis-specific risk perceptions, and provide accessible intervention services. The 

findings inform public administration approaches to cannabis policy development, particularly in contexts of changing legal 

frameworks, highlighting the continued importance of targeted youth prevention regardless of broader regulatory 

approaches. 

Ritter and Cameron (2006): This Australian case study examined policy implementation challenges in translating 

evidence-based drug strategies into operational programs. The analysis reveals significant barriers including fragmented 

governance structures, inadequate interagency coordination, insufficient funding stability, workforce capacity limitations, 

and political interference in evidence-based decision-making. The research emphasizes that effective public administration 

requires clear accountability frameworks, sustained political commitment, adequate resource investment, strong 

coordination mechanisms, and institutionalized evaluation systems. These findings highlight that policy effectiveness 

depends not only on evidence-based design but equally on robust implementation systems and supportive governance 

environments. 

Brewer et al. (2017): This study examined the relationship between national drug policies and adolescent substance use 

patterns across 38 countries using data from the European School Survey Project on Alcohol and Other Drugs. Results 

demonstrate significant cross-national variations in youth drug use prevalence correlating with policy approaches. Countries 

implementing comprehensive national drug strategies with strong prevention components, accessible treatment services, 

and balanced enforcement showed lower youth substance use rates. The research provides empirical evidence that 

coordinated public administration policies at national level significantly influence population-level youth drug use 

outcomes, supporting arguments for systematic, evidence-informed national drug strategy development and 

implementation. 

MacArthur et al. (2012): This systematic review evaluated workforce development interventions for drug prevention and 

treatment professionals. The analysis reveals that systematic training programs, ongoing professional development, clinical 

supervision, and competency-based credentialing significantly enhance intervention quality and client outcomes. The 

findings emphasize the critical role of public administration in developing robust workforce strategies including training 

infrastructure, quality assurance systems, and professional standards. The research demonstrates that human resource 

development represents a crucial yet often neglected component of effective drug policy implementation, warranting 

strategic investment and systematic attention from public administrators responsible for prevention system development. 

Hennessy and Tanner-Smith (2015): This meta-analytic review examined brief alcohol interventions for adolescents and 

young adults across multiple settings including schools, healthcare facilities, and community programs. Analysis of 185 

studies revealed small but significant effects on alcohol consumption reduction, with intervention effectiveness varying by 

delivery setting, theoretical approach, and target population characteristics. The research demonstrates that systematic 

implementation of evidence-based brief interventions within public health and education systems can achieve population-

level impacts on youth substance use. The findings support public administration policies mandating evidence-based 

screening and brief intervention protocols within existing service delivery systems, maximizing prevention reach through 

institutional integration. 

OBJECTIVES 

The primary objectives of this review paper are systematically structured to provide comprehensive understanding of the 

multifaceted relationship between public administration policies and youth drug abuse prevention within the broader context 

of sustainable national development.  

➢ The first objective is to critically examine and synthesize existing literature on public administration 

policies designed to prevent drug abuse among youth populations, identifying common policy approaches, 

theoretical frameworks, and implementation strategies employed across diverse national and subnational contexts.  
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➢ The second objective seeks to analyze the documented effectiveness of various policy interventions in 

reducing youth drug abuse prevalence, delaying initiation age, and mitigating associated harms through systematic 

review of empirical evidence and evaluation studies.  

➢ The third objective is to elucidate the mechanisms through which successful drug prevention policies 

contribute to sustainable national development outcomes across health, education, economic, and social 

dimensions.  

➢ The fourth objective aims to identify critical success factors, implementation challenges, and contextual 

variables that mediate policy effectiveness, thereby informing evidence-based policy development and refinement.  

➢ The fifth objective is to propose practical, evidence-informed recommendations for strengthening public 

administration approaches to youth drug abuse prevention, emphasizing integrated, multi-sectoral, and sustainable 

policy frameworks that align with broader national development priorities and international best practices. 

JUSTIFICATION OF OBJECTIVES 

The articulated objectives are fundamentally justified by the urgent and escalating nature of youth drug abuse as a global 

public health crisis with profound implications for individual wellbeing, societal stability, and national development 

trajectories. Current epidemiological data indicates alarmingly high prevalence rates of substance use among adolescents 

and young adults across both developed and developing nations, with patterns of early initiation, polysubstance use, and 

progression to dependence presenting formidable challenges to existing prevention and treatment systems. The first 

objective of examining policy approaches is justified by the demonstrated variability in policy frameworks and the critical 

need to identify evidence-based best practices that can inform policy development in diverse contexts, particularly in 

resource-constrained settings where policy effectiveness must be maximized. The second objective of analyzing policy 

effectiveness is warranted by persistent gaps between policy intentions and measurable outcomes, with many well-

intentioned interventions failing to achieve anticipated impacts due to design flaws, implementation challenges, or 

contextual misalignment, necessitating rigorous evidence synthesis to distinguish effective from ineffective approaches. 

The third objective linking prevention policies to sustainable development is justified by increasing recognition that youth 

health and development are foundational to achieving broader development goals, with drug abuse representing a significant 

impediment to human capital formation, economic productivity, and social cohesion, thereby requiring explicit 

consideration within development policy frameworks. The fourth objective of identifying success factors and challenges is 

essential for translating research evidence into actionable policy guidance, as understanding contextual determinants of 

policy effectiveness enables more nuanced, adaptable, and context-appropriate policy design and implementation strategies. 

The fifth objective of proposing recommendations is fundamentally justified by the ethical imperative to leverage 

accumulated evidence for practical improvement of policies and programs affecting vulnerable youth populations, ensuring 

that public resources are optimally deployed to prevent avoidable harms and maximize positive developmental outcomes 

for current and future generations. 

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

The conceptual framework underpinning this review integrates multiple theoretical perspectives to elucidate the complex 

pathways through which public administration policies influence youth drug abuse prevention outcomes and contribute to 

sustainable national development. At the foundational level, the framework adopts an ecological systems perspective 

recognizing that youth substance use behaviors are shaped by dynamic interactions across multiple nested systems including 

individual characteristics, family environments, peer networks, school contexts, community conditions, and broader societal 

factors including policy environments and cultural norms. Within this ecological context, public administration policies 

operate as macro-level interventions designed to modify risk and protective factors across these various system levels, 

creating enabling environments that reduce drug abuse vulnerability while strengthening youth resilience. The framework 

conceptualizes effective policies as those that systematically address multiple ecological levels simultaneously, recognizing 

that singular interventions targeting isolated risk factors demonstrate limited sustained effectiveness compared to 

comprehensive, multi-component approaches addressing the complex etiology of substance abuse. 
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Building upon the ecological foundation, the framework incorporates a public health approach emphasizing prevention 

across primary, secondary, and tertiary levels, aligned with the chronic disease prevention model increasingly applied to 

substance use disorders. Primary prevention policies aim to prevent drug use initiation through universal interventions 

targeting entire youth populations, including school-based education, mass media campaigns, and regulatory measures 

controlling substance availability and marketing. Secondary prevention policies focus on early identification and 

intervention for youth exhibiting early warning signs or experimentation patterns, encompassing screening protocols, brief 

interventions, and targeted programs for high-risk populations. Tertiary prevention policies address treatment, 

rehabilitation, and harm reduction for youth already experiencing substance use disorders, preventing progression to severe 

dependence and associated complications. The framework posits that comprehensive policy frameworks must integrate all 

three prevention levels within coordinated systems, ensuring continuity of care and appropriate interventions matched to 

individual risk profiles and stages of substance involvement, thereby maximizing population-level impact while addressing 

individual needs. 

The framework's third component establishes explicit linkages between drug prevention policy outcomes and sustainable 

development dimensions, conceptualizing youth drug abuse prevention as both intrinsically valuable and instrumentally 

essential for achieving broader development objectives. The framework delineates specific pathways through which 

successful prevention policies contribute to sustainable development: health pathways through reduced substance-related 

morbidity and mortality, enhanced mental health, and decreased healthcare system burden; education pathways through 

improved school attendance, academic performance, and educational attainment enabling human capital development; 

economic pathways through enhanced workforce productivity, reduced absenteeism, decreased criminal justice 

expenditures, and increased lifetime earnings potential; social pathways through reduced crime and violence, strengthened 

family functioning, enhanced social cohesion, and decreased intergenerational transmission of disadvantage. These 

interconnected pathways demonstrate how effective drug prevention policies generate multiplier effects across development 

domains, with benefits extending beyond immediate health outcomes to encompass broader societal wellbeing and 

economic prosperity. The framework thus positions youth drug abuse prevention not as a peripheral health issue but as a 

central component of sustainable development strategy, warranting prioritization within national development planning and 

resource allocation processes. 

FINDINGS 

The comprehensive synthesis of reviewed literature yields several significant findings regarding the impact of public 

administration policies on youth drug abuse prevention and sustainable development. First, evidence consistently 

demonstrates that comprehensive, multi-component policy frameworks integrating prevention, treatment, harm reduction, 

and balanced enforcement achieve superior outcomes compared to single-strategy approaches, with countries implementing 

national drug strategies encompassing multiple intervention types showing measurably lower youth substance use 

prevalence rates. Second, school-based prevention programs employing interactive methodologies focused on social 

competence and resistance skills demonstrate significant effectiveness in delaying drug initiation and reducing experimental 

use, particularly when implemented with fidelity, adequate teacher training, and sustained implementation support from 

education authorities. Third, family-focused interventions and community mobilization strategies addressing multiple risk 

domains simultaneously produce lasting protective effects extending beyond adolescence, emphasizing the importance of 

ecological approaches addressing contextual risk factors rather than solely individual-level characteristics. Fourth, 

economic analyses consistently reveal that investments in prevention and treatment yield substantial cost-benefit returns 

exceeding enforcement-only approaches, with prevention programs generating benefit-cost ratios between four and fifteen 

to one depending on program type and target population, providing compelling fiscal justification for prioritizing demand 

reduction strategies. Fifth, effective policy implementation requires robust governance frameworks including clear 

accountability structures, adequate sustained funding, strong inter-agency coordination mechanisms, workforce 

development systems, and continuous monitoring and evaluation processes, with implementation challenges representing 

significant barriers to achieving intended policy outcomes even when policy designs are evidence-based. Sixth, public 

health-oriented approaches emphasizing treatment over criminalization demonstrate effectiveness in reducing drug-related 

harms without increasing substance use prevalence, supporting gradual policy shifts toward health-centered responses 
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particularly for youth populations. Seventh, successful policies demonstrate adaptability to local contexts while maintaining 

evidence-based core components, suggesting that effective public administration requires balancing implementation fidelity 

with contextual adaptation. Eighth, the relationship between drug prevention policies and sustainable development operates 

through multiple interconnected pathways encompassing health improvements, enhanced educational outcomes, increased 

economic productivity, and strengthened social cohesion, with measurable impacts across multiple Sustainable 

Development Goal indicators. These findings collectively underscore that strategic, evidence-informed public 

administration policies can significantly reduce youth drug abuse while generating substantial returns for broader 

sustainable development objectives. 

SUGGESTIONS 

Based on the synthesis of evidence and identified findings, several critical suggestions emerge for strengthening public 

administration approaches to youth drug abuse prevention within sustainable development frameworks. First, governments 

should prioritize development and implementation of comprehensive national drug strategies that explicitly integrate 

prevention, treatment, harm reduction, and enforcement components within coordinated policy frameworks, ensuring 

alignment with broader health and development priorities while establishing clear accountability mechanisms and sustained 

funding commitments across political cycles. Second, education systems should systematically implement evidence-based 

prevention curricula incorporating interactive, skills-based approaches delivered by trained educators with ongoing 

technical support, quality assurance monitoring, and periodic program evaluation to ensure implementation fidelity and 

continued effectiveness. Third, public health and social service systems should establish systematic screening, brief 

intervention, and referral protocols for adolescents and young adults across multiple service delivery points including 

schools, primary healthcare facilities, and community settings, maximizing early identification and intervention 

opportunities. Fourth, governments should invest strategically in prevention workforce development through systematic 

training programs, professional credentialing systems, ongoing supervision and support structures, and competitive 

compensation frameworks that attract and retain qualified prevention professionals. Fifth, drug policy frameworks should 

progressively emphasize public health approaches prioritizing treatment and rehabilitation over punitive criminal justice 

responses for young people, particularly for personal possession and use offenses, redirecting resources toward evidence-

based interventions while reducing stigma and barriers to help-seeking. Sixth, public administration systems should 

strengthen inter-sectoral coordination mechanisms facilitating collaboration across health, education, justice, social 

services, and community development sectors through formal partnership structures, shared accountability frameworks, 

integrated information systems, and aligned budgetary processes. Seventh, governments should establish robust monitoring 

and evaluation systems incorporating standardized indicators, regular data collection, rigorous impact assessment, and 

systematic knowledge translation to inform continuous policy improvement and evidence-based decision-making. Eighth, 

youth participation should be systematically integrated into policy development, program design, and implementation 

processes through formal consultation mechanisms, youth advisory structures, and participatory approaches ensuring 

interventions are developmentally appropriate, culturally relevant, and responsive to youth perspectives and experiences. 

Ninth, adequate, sustained, and protected funding should be allocated to drug prevention infrastructure, programs, and 

services through dedicated budget lines resistant to political fluctuations, with resource allocation informed by evidence of 

effectiveness and cost-benefit considerations. Tenth, international cooperation and knowledge exchange should be 

enhanced through regional and global networks facilitating sharing of best practices, joint research initiatives, technical 

assistance, and collaborative approaches to transnational drug challenges. These suggestions collectively provide a roadmap 

for evidence-informed public administration reform aimed at maximizing youth drug abuse prevention effectiveness while 

contributing meaningfully to sustainable national development objectives. 

CONCLUSION 

This comprehensive review establishes unequivocally that public administration policies play a pivotal role in preventing 

youth drug abuse and fostering sustainable national development. The synthesized evidence demonstrates that when 

thoughtfully designed, adequately resourced, and effectively implemented, public policies can significantly reduce youth 

substance use prevalence, delay initiation age, mitigate associated harms, and generate substantial positive externalities 

http://www.ijsrem.com/


          
         International Journal of Scientific Research in Engineering and Management (IJSREM) 
              Volume: 09 Issue: 08 |Aug-2025                                      SJIF Rating: 8.586                                   ISSN: 2582-3930                                                                                      

 

© 2025, IJSREM      | www.ijsrem.com                                              DOI: 10.55041/IJSREM52368                                         |        Page 8 
 

across health, education, economic, and social domains that are fundamental to sustainable development. The review reveals 

that successful policies share common characteristics including comprehensive multi-component approaches addressing 

multiple risk and protective factors simultaneously, evidence-based intervention selection grounded in rigorous research 

and evaluation, robust implementation frameworks ensuring program fidelity and quality, strong inter-sectoral coordination 

facilitating holistic responses, sustained political commitment and adequate resource allocation, and continuous monitoring 

and adaptive management based on outcome data. Conversely, policy failures typically stem from fragmented single-

strategy approaches, inadequate implementation support, insufficient coordination across sectors, political interference 

undermining evidence-based decision-making, and inadequate evaluation systems preventing learning and improvement. 

The clear linkages established between drug prevention policies and sustainable development outcomes position youth 

substance abuse prevention as a strategic development investment rather than merely a health or social problem, warranting 

elevation within national development planning processes and resource allocation frameworks. However, translating 

evidence into effective policy action requires overcoming significant implementation challenges including governance 

fragmentation, resource constraints, workforce capacity limitations, political volatility, and entrenched punitive approaches 

that often contradict evidence-based best practices. Moving forward, realizing the full potential of public administration 

policies to address youth drug abuse and advance sustainable development necessitates paradigm shifts toward 

comprehensive, health-oriented, evidence-informed approaches supported by robust governance systems, adequate 

investment, strong multi-sectoral collaboration, and genuine commitment to youth wellbeing as a foundational development 

priority. The stakes are substantial as the current generation of young people represents both the greatest vulnerability and 

the greatest potential for advancing sustainable development, making their protection from drug-related harms not only a 

moral imperative but also a strategic development necessity for building prosperous, healthy, and equitable societies. 
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