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Abstract: 

 Green financing is to increase level of financial flows (from banking, micro-credit, insurance and investment) from 

the public, private and not-for-profit sectors to sustainable development priorities. A key part of this is to better manage 

environmental and social risks, take up opportunities that bring both a decent rate of return and environmental benefit and 

deliver greater accountability. Green financing could be promoted through changes in countries’ regulatory frameworks, 

harmonizing public financial incentives, increases in green financing from different sectors, alignment of public sector 

financing decision-making with the environmental dimension of the Sustainable Development Goals, increases in 

investment in clean and green technologies, financing for sustainable natural resource-based green economies and climate 

smart blue economy, increase use of green bonds, and so on. 

This theoretical paper aims to define and discuss the Green finance construct, strategies, and consequences. This paper 

seeks to review the literature in order to understand the drivers of Green finance, the different practices involved in the 

process, and the difficulties likely to be encountered in the implementation of green strategies. The issues mentioned in the 

review of Green finance are also the benefits of Green finance on the organization and its performance, employee 

involvement, and sustainability. Finally, this paper aims to offer recommendations to organizations that want to strengthen 

their environmental accountability finance strategies. 
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Objectives:  

The primary objectives of this theoretical review paper are as follows:  

1. To define and explore the concept of Green Finance: Analyzing the concept of Green Finance and its 

significance in today’s organizations as a tool for incorporating sustainability concerns into Financing practices.  

 

2. To review key Green Finance practices: How selected general financial management activities can be done 

in a way that supports environmental sustainability.  

 

3. To examine the drivers of Green Finance implementation: Establishing the antecedent factors that compel 

organizations and societies to adopt green finance management practices.  

 

4. To explore the challenges in implementing Green Finance: To elaborate on the limitations that 

organizations encounter in adopting and institutionalizing Green Finance including; Financial limits and; 

Organizational awareness.  

 

5. To assess the impact of Green HRM on organizational performance and sustainability: Recapitulating the 

impacts of GHRM practices on the organizational business performance and social corporate responsibility; 

employee’s welfare, corporate image, profitability, and sustainability. 

 

 

Introduction:  

 In the following years, sustainability has emerged as one of the most relevant concerns for companies in the 

international scenario as they are forced to confront environmental issues by government, customers, and shareholders. As 

more organizations attempt to decrease their impact on the environment, sustainability is being incorporated into many 

aspects of an organization, such as human resource management. This has paved the way for the introduction of Green 

Finance as a very important idea that seeks to ensure the organization’s strategic Finance activities are directed to the 

achievement of green objectives. 

Simply, green financing is a loan or investment that supports environmentally-friendly activity, such as purchasing 

environmentally-friendly goods and services or building environmentally-friendly infrastructure. 

Making the necessary lifestyle and business changes to become greener can be expensive, so green financing can often 

include incentives that make it easier to deal with the cost of switching to electric vehicles or improving the energy 

efficiency of your home, for example. So it can help people and businesses make good purchasing and investment decisions 

for both themselves and the environment.  

http://www.ijsrem.com/
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Green finance has well and truly entered the mainstream. As risks associated with environmentally-damaging products and 

services increase, over time we can expect purchasing and investing in green alternatives to become the norm. 

Banks are increasingly making more green finance available and accessible to fund green projects such as wind and solar 

farms, and to invest in businesses themselves to help them become greener.  Banks therefore play an essential role in 

helping people and businesses to access the money to support environmentally-friendly activity. 

The importance of green financing in supporting the transition to a low carbon economy continues to be recognized at the 

UN Climate Change Conferences (COP) which convenes world leaders to agree plans to protect the planet. This followed 

on from COP21 in Paris in 2015, where governments agreed to limit global warming to well below 2 degrees Celsius – 

preferably to 1.5 degrees – compared to pre-industrial levels.  

At present, globally, we are not on track to meet these goals. One of the greatest challenges we face is a lack of financing to 

fund the solutions for a low carbon future.  

 

Review of literature 

Peterson K. Ozili: This identifies the important themes in the green finance literature, particularly, the strategies to 

increase green financing; efforts to make green investment profitable; promoting green financing using technology and 

policy, the role of regulators and financial institutions in the green finance agenda, and the challenges of green financing. 

Several cross-country observations about the challenges of green finance and solutions to green finance issues are 

documented. The findings show that green finance has the potential to make a significant difference in the environment, 

society and for climate change mitigation, but many challenges abound such as the lack of awareness about green finance, 

inconsistent definitions of green finance, lack of policy coordination for green financing, inconsistent policies, and lack of 

profitable incentives to investors and financial institutions who are willing to invest in climate change mitigation. 

Green Finance: A Mini-Review  

Green finance is a concept that combines the use of business processes with sensitivity to environmental issues. This 

concept is defined by the behavior of all parties involved in the supply chain of goods and services, including but not 

limited to the providers of financial resources, the producers of goods and services, and the consumers of the goods and 

services. In this regard, this paper will provide a mini-review of available literature on green finance from various sources 

and produce summarized results and conclusions based on the findings. The mini-review on green finance was conducted 

by reading through and analyzing 25 peer-reviewed journal articles. These articles are summarized in two tables below. 

The first table contains information about the journal article regarding the title, authors, publishers, and the year of 

publication. The second table represents the contents of the journal articles, including the objectives of the study, the 

findings, and the recommendations. Various findings were then documented. First, different sectors are adopting 

sustainability to ensure they are compliant with the various environmental regulations are policies governing operations. 

Secondly, financial lenders are willing to offer support to these organizations on the condition that they incorporate the risk 

assessment and return on green investment in their annual financial reports. However, a significant proportion of 

organizations and countries have staggering policies and oversight authorities to oversee the deployment of green finance 

the implementation of intended projects. Additionally, research and modeling are not considered as integral in the planning 

and implementation of green projects. 

A review of studies on green finance of banks, research gaps and future directions: With growing global concern for 

environmental protection, climate change and sustainable development, policymakers and researchers have recently 
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focused on green finance. In this study, existing studies on green finance in the context of the banking sector have been 

reviewed with considerations on products and determinants of green finance. The content analysis approach has been used 

to critically analyze and summarize forty-six (46) relevant studies. The results found green securities, green investments, 

climate finance, carbon finance, green insurance, green credit and green infrastructural bonds as part of key green finance 

products of banks. Pertinent determinants the study found to be influencing green finance policies from banks include 

environmental and climate change policies, interest rates, religion, risks, social inclusion and social justice as well as 

banking regulations. In theory, this study provides a guide for further studies. The results of the study will assist banks on 

the key issues to consider in adopting, developing and granting green finance. 

 

Concept of Green Finance 

 

 Green finance is a financial approach focused on supporting activities and projects that promote environmental 

sustainability and address climate change challenges. It includes funding initiatives such as renewable energy development, 

clean transportation systems, sustainable agriculture, and biodiversity conservation. By integrating environmental, social, 

and governance (ESG) principles, green finance encourages investments that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, protect 

natural resources, and foster a low-carbon economy. Key components include green bonds, climate-focused funds, carbon 

trading markets, and green banking practices, all of which aim to create a harmonious balance between economic growth 

and environmental protection. This approach not only helps mitigate environmental risks but also drives innovation and 

long-term sustainability in various sectors. 

 

Evolution of Green Finance 

 The concept of green finance has evolved significantly over the years, driven by growing awareness of 

environmental issues and the need for sustainable development. Its roots can be traced back to the late 20th century when 

the global community began recognizing the harmful impacts of climate change and environmental degradation. During 

this period, organizations like the United Nations introduced initiatives such as the Brundtland Report (1987), which 

emphasized sustainable development. 

 

In the 1990s, the Kyoto Protocol marked a milestone by addressing greenhouse gas emissions through mechanisms like 

carbon trading. This era also saw the emergence of ethical investing and socially responsible investment funds that 

incorporated environmental considerations into their strategies. By the early 2000s, green finance gained further 

momentum with the introduction of green bonds, first issued by the European Investment Bank in 2007 and followed by the 

World Bank in 2008. 

 

The 2015 Paris Agreement was another turning point, fostering global commitments to limit global warming and 

encouraging nations to integrate green finance into their economic frameworks. Since then, financial institutions, 

governments, and corporations have adopted innovative green financial instruments such as sustainable loans, climate-

focused funds, and ESG-integrated portfolios. 

 

Today, green finance continues to evolve, shaped by technological advancements and global efforts to achieve carbon 

neutrality. The rise of renewable energy investments, electric vehicles, and green banking practices demonstrates how 

green finance has become a cornerstone of modern sustainability initiatives. 
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Key Practices of Green Finance 

 Key practices of green finance revolve around promoting environmentally sustainable initiatives while ensuring 

economic growth. Some of the most notable practices include: 

1. Issuance of Green Bonds: Raising capital exclusively for projects with environmental benefits, such as 

renewable energy, energy efficiency, and pollution control. 

2. Incorporation of ESG Criteria: Integrating environmental, social, and governance factors into investment 

and lending decisions to encourage sustainable business practices. 

3. Carbon Trading and Offsetting: Facilitating markets for carbon credits to help organizations meet 

emissions reduction targets and support reforestation or renewable energy projects. 

4. Green Banking: Financial institutions prioritize lending to eco-friendly projects, such as waste 

management, sustainable agriculture, and green infrastructure. 

5. Climate Resilience Financing: Supporting projects that mitigate risks associated with climate change, 

such as flood-resistant infrastructure and drought-resilient farming. 

6. Sustainable Development Loans: Loans tied to sustainability performance indicators, rewarding 

borrowers who achieve environmental or social targets. 

7. Public-Private Partnerships: Collaborations between governments and private investors to fund large-

scale green projects. 

Drivers of Green Finance Implementation: 

 The implementation of green finance is driven by several key factors, each contributing to the growing global 

emphasis on sustainable economic practices. These drivers include: 

1. Climate Change Awareness: Increasing recognition of the urgent need to address climate change and 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions has encouraged green finance adoption worldwide. 

2. Government Policies and Regulations: Governments are introducing policies, subsidies, and tax 

incentives to promote green investments, while also implementing stricter environmental regulations. 

3. International Agreements: Global initiatives like the Paris Agreement have motivated nations to set 

climate goals, pushing for greater financing of sustainable projects. 

4. Corporate ESG Commitments: Businesses are adopting environmental, social, and governance (ESG) 

frameworks to align with consumer expectations and improve their environmental impact. 

5. Market Demand: Investors are showing growing interest in sustainable financial products, such as green 

bonds and ESG-integrated funds, creating a strong demand for green finance solutions. 

6. Technological Advancements: Innovations in renewable energy, electric vehicles, and clean technologies 

have created new opportunities for financing environmentally friendly projects. 

7. Public Awareness: Increased public consciousness about environmental issues has led to higher demand 

for sustainable goods and services, encouraging businesses to adopt green financing. 

8. Risk Mitigation: Green finance helps mitigate risks associated with climate change, such as natural 

disasters and resource depletion, by funding resilient infrastructure and sustainable practices. 

http://www.ijsrem.com/
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These factors collectively drive the growth and implementation of green finance, enabling a transition to a low-carbon and 

sustainable economy. 

Challenges in Green Finance 

 The growth of green finance is hindered by several challenges, which can slow down its widespread adoption and 

impact. Key challenges include: 

1. Lack of Standardization: The absence of globally accepted definitions and frameworks for green finance 

leads to inconsistencies, making it difficult for investors and stakeholders to evaluate projects. 

2. Green washing Concerns: Some entities falsely claim their projects are environmentally friendly to attract 

green investments, undermining trust in green finance practices. 

3. High Initial Costs: Sustainable projects often require significant upfront investments, which can deter 

businesses and investors from pursuing them, especially in developing countries. 

4. Limited Awareness and Expertise: Many financial institutions and businesses lack the knowledge and 

skills to develop or implement green finance products effectively. 

5. Insufficient Incentives: Inadequate government policies, tax benefits, and subsidies often fail to motivate 

businesses and individuals to adopt green finance. 

6. Data and Transparency Issues: Limited availability of reliable data on the environmental impact of 

projects makes it challenging for investors to assess their true benefits. 

7. Risks and Uncertainty: Green investments, especially in emerging technologies, can carry higher risks 

and uncertainties, making them less attractive compared to traditional investments. 

8. Regulatory and Policy Barriers: Inconsistent or unclear regulatory frameworks across countries can 

create obstacles for cross-border green finance initiatives. 

Addressing these challenges requires collaborative efforts among governments, financial institutions, and businesses to 

create a supportive ecosystem for green finance. 

Benefits of green finance 

 Green finance offers numerous benefits that contribute to environmental sustainability and economic progress. 

Here are some of its key advantages: 

1. Environmental Protection: It supports eco-friendly projects, such as renewable energy, reforestation, and 

pollution control, helping to reduce carbon emissions and combat climate change. 

2. Economic Growth: By promoting innovation and investment in sustainable technologies, green finance 

creates new industries and job opportunities, driving long-term economic development. 

3. Risk Mitigation: It addresses environmental risks, such as climate-related disasters and resource depletion, 

through projects that enhance resilience and sustainability. 

4. Cost Savings: Green initiatives like energy efficiency and sustainable resource management often lead to 

reduced operational costs over time. 

5. Investor Appeal: With growing interest in Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) criteria, green 

finance attracts responsible investors who prioritize sustainability. 

http://www.ijsrem.com/
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6. Enhanced Reputation: Companies and governments that adopt green finance practices can improve their 

public image and credibility among stakeholders. 

7. Support for Global Goals: Green finance contributes to achieving international targets, such as the United 

Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Agreement objectives. 

By fostering a balance between environmental protection and economic advancement, green finance is paving the way for a 

more sustainable future. 

Theoretical paper in Green Finance 

 Sustainable development is concerned with meeting the needs of present and future generations by protecting their 

interests fully and separately without affecting each other. It ultimately reflects the common belief that there is a single 

earth to live; no one can be deprived of. The term “Green Finance” has come into existence to complement Sustainable 

Development by taking care of economic benefits along with environmental benefits. This paper attempts to demonstrate 

the theoretical aspect of these basic components with a broad description of their areas and applications to make it easier 

for the readers to get an enhanced idea about them. Taking into consideration the necessity of Green Finance in Sustainable 

Development process, some recommendations is also provided that may help to achieve the goal more conveniently. Better 

theoretical concepts in this arena through this paper can motivate researchers to conduct diversified research from different 

perspectives and angles; in short to open new doors for research. 

 

Impact of Green Finance on organizational performance 

 Green finance significantly impacts organizational performance by enhancing both environmental and financial 

outcomes. It allows organizations to invest in sustainable technologies and practices, leading to reduced carbon footprints, 

compliance with environmental regulations, and improved resource efficiency. Financially, green finance offers access to 

innovative funding mechanisms like green bonds and sustainable loans, often resulting in cost savings and improved 

profitability. Additionally, it fosters innovation by encouraging organizations to develop eco-friendly products and 

solutions, strengthening their competitiveness in the market. Beyond financial gains, green finance improves an 

organization's reputation, building trust among stakeholders, consumers, and investors. By addressing environmental risks 

and promoting resilience, green finance ensures long-term sustainability, positioning organizations as leaders in the 

transition toward a greener economy. 

Future research directions 

 Future research in green finance can explore several promising directions to address existing gaps and emerging 

challenges. Here are some key areas: 

1. Green FinTech Integration: Investigating the role of financial technology (FinTech) in enhancing green 

finance, such as block chain for carbon trading or AI for assessing environmental risks. 

2. Policy and Regulation: Analyzing the effectiveness of current green finance policies and proposing 

frameworks to harmonize regulations across countries. 

3. Impact Measurement: Developing standardized metrics and methodologies to evaluate the environmental 

and social impact of green finance projects. 
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4. Behavioral Insights: Studying how consumer and investor behavior influences the adoption of green 

finance products and services. 

5. Green Finance in Emerging Markets: Exploring the unique challenges and opportunities for 

implementing green finance in developing economies. 

6. Sector-Specific Studies: Examining the application of green finance in specific industries, such as 

agriculture, transportation, and manufacturing. 

7. Climate Resilience Financing: Researching innovative financial instruments to support climate adaptation 

and resilience projects. 

8. Public-Private Partnerships: Investigating the dynamics of collaboration between governments and 

private entities in scaling green finance initiatives. 

These directions can help advance the field of green finance and contribute to achieving global sustainability goals. 

Conclusion 

 In conclusion, green finance plays a transformative role in addressing global environmental challenges while 

fostering sustainable economic development. It enables organizations, governments, and individuals to prioritize projects 

that reduce carbon emissions, enhance resource efficiency, and support climate resilience. By bridging the gap between 

economic growth and environmental stewardship, green finance contributes to a more sustainable and equitable future. 

However, overcoming challenges such as standardization, transparency, and green-washing is critical to unlocking its full 

potential. With innovation, collaboration, and continued research, green finance is poised to drive the global transition 

toward a low-carbon, sustainable economy. 

References 

1. "Stakeholder Capitalism: A Global Economy that Works for Progress, People, and Planet" by Klaus 

Schwab and Peter Van ham - It explores how businesses can integrate sustainability into their operations. 

2. "Economics for the Common Good" by Jean Tirole - A Nobel Prize-winning economist's perspective on 

how economics can address future crises, including climate change. 

3. "Sustainable Finance: Using the Power of Money to Change the World" by Molly Scott Cato - A 

comprehensive guide to understanding the basics of sustainable finance. 

4. "Green and Sustainable Finance: Principles and Practice" by Simon Thompson - A detailed 

exploration of green finance practices in banking, investment, and insurance. 

5. "Handbook of Green Finance: Energy Security and Sustainable Development" edited by Jeffrey D. 

Sachs, Wing Thye Woo, Naoyuki Yoshino, and Farhad Taghizadeh-Hesary - This handbook covers financial 

instruments and strategies for financing green energy projects. 

6. "Doughnut Economics: Seven Ways to Think Like a 21st Century Economist" by Kate Raworth - 

This book introduces a sustainable economic model that aligns with green finance principles. 

7. "Green Finance: A Primer" by Marcel Jeucken 

8. "Sustainable Finance and Banking: The Financial Sector and the Future of the Planet" by Marcel 

Jeucken  

9.  "Principles of Green Banking" by Dr. Ruchi Jain 

http://www.ijsrem.com/

