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ABSTRACT 

Marriage practices, likely endogamous and patriarchal, include arranged marriages and early marriage for girls, driven 

by economic pressures and cultural norms, with women having limited agency. Family structures are extended and 

kinship-based, fostering resource sharing but facing instability due to poverty and the unique custom of abandoning 

houses after a death, noted in parliamentary discussions. Cultural traditions, blending animistic beliefs with syncretic 

Hinduism, feature rituals tied to forest deities and craftsmanship like bamboo made ‘Dagra’ (A type of Bamboo Plate), 

primarily by women. Challenges include poverty, illiteracy, cultural erosion, and exclusion from ST-specific 

protections, such as the Forest Rights Act, which threaten their heritage. Despite these, the Naiya’s resilience in 

preserving traditions and community cohesion underscores their ethnic identity. This analysis highlights the need for 

ethnographic documentation, ST recognition, and gender-sensitive interventions to support their marriage, family, and 

cultural practices while addressing socio-economic barriers in Banka’s forested landscape. 
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Introduction 

Banka district, with its hilly terrain and forested areas, is home to a diverse population, including recognized STs like 

the Santhal and EBC communities like the Naiya. The Naiya’s livelihoods woodcutting, bamboo made Dagra, soil 

digging, and selling forest produce reflect a deep connection to the forest ecosystem, a trait shared with tribal groups. 

Their cultural practices, though under-documented, likely blend animistic beliefs, syncretic Hinduism, and localized 

traditions, shaped by their socio-economic challenges and geographical isolation. This document aims to illuminate 

their marriage, family, and cultural traditions, highlighting their resilience, vulnerabilities, and the need for further 

research to preserve their heritage. The Naiya’s community cultural traditions are a testament to their resilience and 

ecological connection. Their animistic and syncretic practices reflect a worldview that prioritizes harmony with nature, 

distinguishing them from mainstream caste-based communities. Women’s roles in rituals and craftsmanship are 

critical for cultural continuity, while community festivals strengthen social bonds. These traditions, though under 

threat, are a vital part of the Naiya’s identity and potential case for ST recognition. 

Socio-Cultural Context of the Naiya Community 

The Naiya community’s historical origins are not well-documented, likely due to their marginal status and limited 

anthropological study. They are part of the broader socio-cultural milieu of eastern India’s marginalized communities, 

possibly descending from Proto-Australoid populations that migrated to central India, similar to tribes like the Santhal 

or Munda. Colonial policies, which reclassified fluid tribal identities into caste categories, may have contributed to 

their EBC status, distinguishing them from recognized STs despite shared socio-economic and ecological traits. Their 

presence in Banka, Jamui, and Munger districts, with some spillover into Jharkhand, suggests a historical connection 

to the region’s forested and hilly areas. 

Socio-Economic Challenges 

The Naiya face significant socio-economic challenges that shape their cultural practices : 

• Poverty: Widespread poverty limits access to education, healthcare, and stable housing, impacting family 

structures and marriage practices. 
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• Illiteracy: High illiteracy rates, particularly among women, restrict awareness of rights and opportunities, 

reinforcing traditional norms. 

• Geographical Isolation: Banka’s hilly terrain isolates Naiya settlements, limiting access to markets, schools, 

and healthcare, and preserving traditional practices. 

• Lack of ST Status: As EBCs, the Naiya community are excluded from ST-specific protections like the Forest 

Rights Act of 2006 and the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act of 1996, which could enhance their land 

rights and community governance. 

These challenges, combined with their ecological dependence, shape their marriage, family, and cultural traditions, 

which are deeply intertwined with their survival strategies and social organization. 

Marriage Practices in the Naiya Community 

While specific ethnographic data on Naiya community marriage practices is limited, insights from tribal and EBC 

communities in Bihar, such as the Santhal and other forest-dependent groups, provide a framework for understanding 

their likely practices. Marriage among the Naiya community is likely governed by endogamous norms, where 

individuals marry within the community to preserve cultural identity and social cohesion. This is common among 

marginalized groups in Bihar, where community boundaries are reinforced through marriage to maintain traditional 

livelihoods and social structures. 

     

Based on patterns observed among similar communities, the Naiya community likely practice several forms of 

marriage : 

• Arranged Marriage: The predominant form, where families, particularly elders, arrange matches based on 

social, economic, and cultural compatibility. This ensures alliances that strengthen community ties and resource 

sharing. 

• Love Marriage: Less common due to patriarchal norms and community oversight, but possible among 

younger generations influenced by urban exposure or education. Such marriages may face resistance if they cross 

community boundaries. 

• Levirate and Sororate Marriage: Practices where a widow marries her deceased husband’s brother (levirate) 

or a widower marries his deceased wife’s sister (sororate) may exist to maintain family stability and resource 

continuity, as seen in some tribal groups. 

• Child Marriage: Early marriage, particularly for girls, is likely prevalent due to economic pressures and 

cultural norms. Studies on EBC and tribal communities in Bihar indicate that girls are often married before 18, 

limiting their education and autonomy. 

Marriage Ceremonies 

Naiya community marriage ceremonies are likely simple, reflecting their economic constraints, but rich in cultural 

significance. Drawing on tribal traditions in Bihar, ceremonies may include : 

• Pre-Wedding Rituals: Negotiations between families, possibly involving a bride price or dowry, though the 

latter is less common among forest-dependent communities. A ritual exchange of gifts, such as forest produce or 

handmade items, may symbolize alliance. 

• Wedding Rituals: Ceremonies likely involve animistic or syncretic Hindu elements, such as offerings to 

forest deities or ancestors, conducted by a community elder or priest. The use of natural elements like Sal leaves or 

turmeric, common in tribal weddings, may feature prominently. 

• Post-Wedding Rituals: The bride’s integration into the groom’s household, often involving rituals to 

welcome her and ensure fertility or prosperity, is likely emphasized. Community feasts, though modest due to poverty, 

may mark the occasion. 

http://www.ijsrem.com/


           
             International Journal of Scientific Research in Engineering and Management (IJSREM) 

                         Volume: 06 Issue: 04 |Apr-2022                                    SJIF Rating: 7.185                                   ISSN: 2582-3930                                                                                                                                               

 

© 2022, IJSREM      | www.ijsrem.com                                        DOI: 10.55041/IJSREM12441                                         |        Page 3 
 

Role of Women in Marriage 

Naiya women face significant gender disparities in marriage : 

• Limited Agency: Patriarchal norms restrict women’s choice in partners, with decisions made by male elders 

or parents. This limits their autonomy and reinforces traditional roles. 

• Early Marriage: Economic pressures and cultural norms lead to early marriage for girls, often before 

completing education, perpetuating cycles of illiteracy and poverty. 

• Domestic Responsibilities: Post-marriage, women are expected to prioritize household duties and subsistence 

activities like bamboo made Dagra making, limiting their participation in community or economic activities. 

Challenges in Marriage Practices 

• Economic Constraints: Poverty restricts the ability to afford marriage ceremonies or dowries, leading to 

simplified rituals or reliance on community support. 

• Early Marriage: High rates of child marriage among girls, driven by economic insecurity and cultural norms, 

limit educational and employment opportunities, as noted in studies on EBC women in Bihar. 

• Gender-Based Violence: While specific data on the Naiya community is unavailable, tribal and EBC women 

in India face risks of domestic violence and dowry-related abuse, which may affect Naiya women due to their socio-

economic vulnerability. 

• Impact of Non-ST Status: The lack of ST status denies Naiya women access to schemes like the 

Mukhyamantri Kanya Vivah Yojana, which provides financial assistance for girls’ marriages in SC/ST communities, 

limiting support for marriage-related expenses. 

Socio-Economic Challenges 

• Poverty: Economic constraints limit the Naiya’s ability to sustain elaborate marriage ceremonies, maintain 

stable households, or celebrate cultural festivals. 

• Illiteracy: High illiteracy rates restrict awareness of rights and opportunities, reinforcing traditional norms like 

early marriage and patriarchal family structures. 

• Displacement: The practice of abandoning houses after a death disrupts family and cultural continuity, 

exacerbating economic instability. 

Gender Disparities 

• Limited Agency: Patriarchal norms restrict women’s roles in marriage and family decisions, limiting their 

autonomy and access to education or employment. 

• Early Marriage: Cultural and economic pressures lead to early marriage for girls, perpetuating cycles of 

illiteracy and poverty. 

• Domestic Burden: Women’s roles in subsistence activities and domestic work limit their participation in 

community or cultural activities. 

 

Cultural Erosion 

• Lack of Documentation: The absence of ethnographic studies threatens the preservation of Naiya traditions, 

as oral histories and practices are not recorded. 

• External Influences: Exposure to mainstream culture and economic pressures may lead younger generations 

to abandon traditional practices. 

• Environmental Changes: Deforestation and resource depletion threaten the Naiya’s forest-based traditions, 

such as rituals involving Sal leaves or medicinal plants. 
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Conclusion 

The marriage, family, and cultural traditions of the Naiya community in Banka district are deeply intertwined with 

their forest-based livelihoods, socio-economic marginalization, and ecological context. Their marriage practices, likely 

endogamous and patriarchal, reinforce community cohesion but are challenged by early marriage and economic 

constraints. Their extended family structures support resource sharing but face instability due to poverty and nomadic 

practices. Their cultural traditions, rooted in animistic beliefs and forest-based rituals, reflect a unique identity but are 

at risk of erosion due to lack of documentation and environmental changes. 

The Naiya’s EBC status, rather than ST recognition, limits their access to schemes that could support their marriage, 

family, and cultural practices, such as financial assistance for weddings, land rights, and cultural preservation 

programs. Addressing these challenges requires ethnographic research, policy advocacy for ST status, and targeted 

interventions to empower women and preserve traditions. By documenting and supporting the Naiya’s socio-cultural 

heritage, policymakers and communities can ensure their resilience and integration into India’s development 

framework, while safeguarding their unique identity in Banka district. 
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