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Abstract: The Indian knowledge system is a vast tradition encompassing philosophy, science, mathematics, medicine, 

and literature. India’s mathematical legacy is profound, originating from ancient Vedic literature and the works of 

mathematicians like Aryabhata, Bhāṣkarācārya, Varāhamihira and Brahmagupta. Vedic mathematics, which is based on 

ancient Indian texts, provides effective strategies for solving problems that make intricate calculations easier. The study 

explores current studies that apply Vedic ideas to domains such as image processing, chess strategy, and calculus we may 

create a more inventive, inclusive, and culturally aware educational framework by reexamining and reviving Indian 

knowledge system and bridging traditional knowledge with modern science and technology. We also explore the 

difficulties and opportunities in utilizing this traditional system for future advancements in mathematics. The Indian 

Knowledge System (IKS), encompassing disciplines such as Vedic Mathematics, offers profound insights into 

mathematical problem-solving and computational efficiency. This paper explores the mathematical aspects of IKS and 

Vedic Mathematics, examining their historical foundations, modern applications, and the challenges associated with their 

integration into contemporary scientific and technological frameworks. Through a comprehensive analysis, the study aims 

to highlight the relevance of these ancient systems in addressing modern computational challenges. 
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1. Introduction: Vedic Mathematics was brought back to attention in the early 20th century by Jagadguru Shri 

Bharati Krishna Tirtha ji (1884-1960), who gathered its principles from ancient Vedic literature, especially the 

Atharvaveda. He recognized 16 sutras (aphorisms) and 13 sub-sutras that simplify a variety of arithmetic, algebraic, and 

geometric computations [1]. These sutras present alternative techniques to conventional mathematical operations, 

enhancing the efficiency and engagement of problem-solving. 

The holistic nature of the Indian Knowledge System emphasizes how disciplines are interrelated. It combines practical 

knowledge with sustainability, ethics, and spirituality. A wealth of knowledge about life, the universe, and the human 

mind may be found in ancient writings such as the Vedas, Upanishads, Puranas, and Smritis. Knowledge was passed down 

orally across generations, frequently in ways that were lyrical and simple to memories [6]. 

This article explores the mathematical principles underlying Indian knowledge systems, the characteristics and 

organization of Vedic Mathematics, its present role in education and research, and its prospects for the future. 

2. Present Mathematical Contributions of Indian knowledge system and Vedic Mathematics : 

 

2.1. In Education System: IKS and Vedic mathematics has been included in school programs and competitive 

examinations, enhancing student’s calculation speed and cognitive abilities. It is especially beneficial for performing rapid 

arithmetic tasks and utilizing mental math strategies. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is causing a stir in the 

Indian education scene by integrating IKS into traditional learning. This creative approach aims to enhance students' 

educational experiences by combining timeless wisdom with contemporary perspectives [5]. 

2.2. Applications in Arithmetic :  

2.2.1. Addition and Subtraction: Sutras such as “Ekadhikena Purvena” and “Nikhilam Navatashcaramam Dashatah” 

enable rapid calculations without the need for written procedures [1]. 

2.2.2. Multiplication: Vedic techniques like “Urdhva-Tiryagbhyam” (vertically and crosswise) simplify the 

multiplication process, particularly for larger numbers, allowing students to quickly compute outcomes [1]. 
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2.2.3. Division: Methods like “Paravartya Yojayet” facilitate division, even with complicated divisors, making the 

process straightforward and reducing errors [1]. 

2.2.4. Checking Calculations: Vedic Mathematics encompasses techniques for validating results, like digital roots and 

casting out nines, which assist in confirming accuracy in arithmetic. 

2.2.5. Finding Squares & Square Roots: Sutras like Aanurupyena, Yavadunam aid in quickly determining squares 

and square roots [1]. 

2.2.6. Finding Cube & Cube Roots: Sutras like Ekadhikena Purvena, Yavadunam aid in quickly determining cube & 

cube roots [1]. 

2.2.7. Series and Progression: Vedic Mathematics and IKS streamline arithmetic progressions by offering rapid 

formulas for calculating the nth term, sum, and arithmetic mean. Sutras such as "Antyayoreva" facilitate quicker 

calculations and enhance pattern recognition, rendering the resolution of series and progression problems more intuitive 

and effective [4]. 

2.2.8. Managing Complex Fractions: Strategies for dealing with fractions, decimals, and ratios more effectively. 

2.2.9. Utilization in Competitive Assessments: Applied in tests like SAT, CAT, GMAT, and GRE where speed is 

essential [8]. 

2.2.10. Calculations in Banking & Finance: Quicker mental math is beneficial for interest computations, stock 

evaluations, and financial modeling. 

2.2.11. Boosting Logical Reasoning: Mastering these methods enhances recognition of patterns and logical thought 

processes. 

 

2.3. Applications in Calculus: Vedic Mathematics, originating from ancient Indian scriptures, presents a distinct and 

effective method for tackling intricate mathematical challenges. Examines the use of Vedic principles in contemporary 

calculus, with a specific focus on derivatives and integrals. By utilizing Vedic techniques like the Urdhva Tiryak Sutra 

(vertical and crosswise multiplication) and Paravartya Sutra (transposition), the study demonstrates how these methods 

can simplify and speed up the processes involved in differentiation and integration. The research offers practical 

illustrations where these strategies are employed in typical calculus problems, emphasizing their ability to improve 

problem-solving effectiveness in advanced mathematics [6]. 

 

2.4. Applications in Geometry: The historical beginnings of fundamental mathematical concepts often remain hidden 

in the annals of time. Among the notable figures in this obscure realm were Vedic mathematicians such as Baudhāyana, 

Bhāṣkarācārya, Brahmagupta, Aryabhata, Pāṇini, Kātyāyana, and Āpastamba, who were esteemed scholars and sages of 

their era. Baudhāyana is especially celebrated for his significant contributions, particularly through the Baudhāyana Sulba 

Sūtra. This collection of mathematical and ritualistic instructions predates much of recorded history. Though the 

Baudhāyana Sulba Sūtra is rooted in the ritualistic traditions of Vedic Hinduism, it also encompasses deep geometric 

principles that highlight Baudhāyana's exceptional intellect. A scholarly effort has been made to analyze the mathematical 

works of Baudhāyana, shedding new light on his crucial influence in the development of mathematical thought in the 

ancient world. Vedic mathematics employed sophisticated numerical codes along with the Katapayadi system to express 

the value of pi with impressive accuracy in its hymns [6]. From the Vedic era, Indians recognized the fixed ratio of a circle's 

area to its perimeter, however, this value could only be estimated. This understanding persisted until the early 20th century, 

with early Indian texts approximating π as 3 and the Sulba Sūtra estimating it around 3.088. Jaina texts offered another 

approximation, identifying π as the square root of 10. In the early 20th century, mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan 

discovered an infinite series that laid the groundwork for approximating π to 17.5 million decimal places in the 1980s [4]. 

 

2.5. Applications in Trigonometry: Vedic Mathematics, rooted in ancient sutras, streamlines calculations and 

improves the speed of solving trigonometric problems. 

 

2.5.1. Fast Approximation of Sine & Cosine: Techniques from Vedic Mathematics enable swift calculations of 

trigonometric values without extensive computations [4]. 

2.5.2. Jyotish Shastra & Trigonometry: Ancient Indian astronomy, known as Jyotish Shastra, significantly 

contributed to the development of trigonometry. Indian mathematicians utilized trigonometric concepts for calculations 

related to planetary movements and calendar systems long before the advent of modern trigonometry [4]. 
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2.5.3. Bhaskara I's Sine Approximation Formula: The 7th-century mathematician Bhaskara I introduced an 

approximation formula for sine functions, which was later improved upon by European mathematicians [4]. 

2.5.4. Surya Siddhanta & Trigonometric Functions: This ancient work includes early mentions of sine (jya), cosine 

(kojya), and versine (utkrama-jya), laying the groundwork for contemporary trigonometric functions [4]. 

2.5.5. Architectural use of Trigonometry: The construction of Indian temples employed geometric and trigonometric 

principles to ensure accurate measurements and structural integrity [4]. 

 

2.6. Applications in Algebra: 

 

2.6.1. Historical Contributions 

Ancient mathematicians from India made significant contributions to algebra, including the acknowledgment and 

systematic handling of negative numbers, the creation of zero, and the advancement of the decimal system [4]. 

Brahmagupta's Brahmasphuta-siddhanta from the 7th century CE presented early guidelines for resolving quadratic 

equations, covering scenarios with negative and zero solutions—an innovative approach in the field of algebra [2]. 

The works of Bhaskara II, notably Lilavati and Bijaganita, enhanced algebraic methods by introducing techniques for 

solving polynomial equations and addressing permutations and combinations, which are critical components of 

contemporary algebra and combinatorics [4].  

The kuṭṭaka algorithm, documented in ancient Indian literature, is one of the earliest methods for finding integer solutions 

to linear Diophantine equations, a fundamental problem in algebra [4]. 

2.6.2. Key Applications in Algebra 

 

2.6.2.1. Solving Equations: Indian mathematicians formulated organized methods for addressing linear, quadratic, and 

certain cubic equations, establishing a foundation for algebraic manipulation and symbolic reasoning [4]. 

2.6.2.2. Negative Numbers and Zero: The Indian mathematical tradition recognized and worked with negative numbers 

and zero, providing a more comprehensive algebraic framework compared to many other ancient civilizations [4]. 

2.6.2.3. Simultaneous Equations: Methods for solving simultaneous equations, including tech-niques for managing 

multiple unknown variables, are recorded in ancient Indian algebra texts [4]. 

2.6.2.4. Combinatorics: Ideas such as permutations and combinations, vital for algebraic reasoning and probability, were 

examined by Indian mathematicians like Bhaskara II . 

2.6.2.5. Algorithmic Approaches: The sutra (rule-based) approach in Indian mathematics re-sulted in succinct, 

algorithmic techniques for algebraic computations, focusing on memorization and mental calculation [4]. 

 

2.7. Applications in image processing: The origins of essential mathematical concepts are often obscured by the 

passage of time. Among the significant individuals in this lesser-known area were Vedic mathematicians like Baudhāyana, 

Bhāṣkarācārya, Brahmagupta, Aryabhata, Pāṇini, Kātyāyana, and Āpastamba, who were regarded as distinguished 

scholars and sages of their time. Baudhāyana is particularly recognized for his important contributions, particularly 

through the Baudhāyana Sulba Sūtra. This compilation of mathematical and ritualistic guidelines predates much of 

recorded history. While the Baudhāyana Sulba Sūtra is deeply rooted in the ritualistic practices of Vedic Hinduism, it also 

contains profound geometric principles that underscore Baudhāyana's remarkable  intellect. Scholars have undertaken 

efforts to examine the mathematical works of Baudhāyana, illuminating his vital role in shaping mathematical thought in 

the ancient world [6]. 

 

2.8. Applications in Chess strategies: Vedic mathematical concepts can be applied to chess strategies, introducing a 

new framework known as Vedic Chess Sutras. Drawing inspiration from the clarity and simplicity of Vedic Math Sutras, 

these principles are designed to improve decision-making and strategic planning for players at any skill level. Each sutra 

is modified to offer practical insights into crucial elements of chess, such as opening strategies, positional considerations, 

tactical evaluations, and mastering the endgame. Key strategies focus on achieving incremental positional advantages, 
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identifying and exploiting weaknesses, coordinating piece activity, and converting defensive setups into counterattacks. 

By blending ancient wisdom with modern chess theories, the Vedic Chess Sutras present a comprehensive approach to 

mastering the game, highlighting the importance of harmony, balance, and precision in each move. This framework 

illustrates its effectiveness through examples and practical applications, connecting traditional knowledge with 

contemporary gameplay. These strategies can be fine-tuned using logical sequences similar to how one utilizes Vedic 

techniques to enhance mathematical solutions [6]. 

 

2.9. Applications in Astrology: 

 

2.9.1. Calculating Planetary Positions: Ancient Indian astrologers relied on Vedic mathematical principles to forecast 

the positions and movements of planets, which established the groundwork for creating horoscopes [4]. 

2.9.2. Horoscopes and Natal Charts: Mathematical equations derived from Vedic literature assist in calculating 

planetary configurations at the time of birth, which shape predictions about an individual's life events [4]. 

2.9.3. Auspicious Timing (Muhurta): Vedic astrology employs exact calculations to identify optimal times for rituals, 

journeys, and significant life occurrences based on the positions of planets and lunar cycles [4]. 

 

2.10. Applications in Astronomy: 

 

2.10.1. Measurements and Observations of Celestial Bodies: Indian astronomers such as Aryabhata and Brahmagupta 

implemented sophisticated mathematical methods to ascertain the Earth's diameter, distances between planets, and the 

occurrence of eclipses [4]. 

2.10.2. Systems of Timekeeping and Calendars:  Vedic mathematics is pivotal in developing precise Hindu calendars 

(Panchang), which synchronize lunar and solar cycles for both agricultural and religious activities [4]. 

2.10.3. Space Science and Orbital Calculations: Ancient Indian writings laid fundamental theories regarding planetary 

movements, which later impacted contemporary space exploration [4]. 

 

2.11. Applications in Digital Signal Processing: Vedic algorithms, originating from ancient Indian mathematics, are 

increasingly utilized in digital signal processing (DSP) because of their effectiveness and straightforwardness. The Urdhva 

Tiryakbhyam Sutra, which is a fundamental approach to multiplication in Vedic mathematics, allows for rapid, parallel 

calculations, making it well-suited for DSP applications such as filtering, convolution, and transformations. Research 

indicates that Vedic multipliers can decrease processing time, lower power usage, and simplify hardware compared to 

conventional techniques. Implementing these methods in DSP speeds up processes like the Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) 

and Infinite Impulse Response (IIR) filters, leading to improved speed and performance [3]. 

 

3. Future Mathematical Contributions of IKS and Vedic Mathematics: 

 

3.1. Global Adoption and Curriculum Development: There is an increasing push for the incorporation of Vedic 

Mathematics into educational institutions around the globe, seen not just as a cultural subject but also as an effective 

means of improving mathematical skills. Curriculum design should aim to integrate Vedic methods within current 

mathematical frameworks, ensuring academic rigor and alignment with international standards . 

3.2. Cryptography and data security: Future utilizations of IKS and Vedic Mathematics in the fields of cryptography 

and data security encompass quicker algorithms, improved encryption methods, unique random number generation, and 

encoding data based on patterns. The logical principles derived from them could lead to the development of lightweight 

cryptographic protocols, techniques resistant to quantum attacks, and creative methods for error detection, thereby 

strengthening cyber security through the wisdom of ancient computation. 

3.3. Advancement in computational science: Vedic Mathematics and IKS offer the potential for quicker and more 

energy-efficient AI and machine learning by utilizing optimized algorithms, real-time processing, and enhanced hardware 

capabilities [7]. These principles can be applied in various fields including deep learning, robotics, healthcare, and speech 

recognition, leading to the development of more precise, scalable, and culturally relevant AI technologies for future 

innovations. 

http://www.ijsrem.com/


          International Journal of Scientific Research in Engineering and Management (IJSREM) 

                         Volume: 09 Issue: 06 | June – 2025                              SJIF Rating: 8.586                                     ISSN: 2582-3930                                                                                    

 

© 2025, IJSREM      | www.ijsrem.com                                 DOI: 10.55041/IJSREM49419                                                   |        Page 5 
 

3.4. Addressing Challenges: Challenges consist of doubts about historical validity, the necessity for teacher training, 

and the challenge of harmonizing traditional approaches with the demands of contemporary mathematics. Future efforts 

should focus on evidence-based incorporation, enhancing teacher capabilities, and creating standardized educational 

materials. 

3.5. AI and Machine learning: IKS and Vedic Mathematics present significant opportunities in the realms of AI and 

machine learning. Panini’s grammatical framework offers an organized linguistic model that improves natural language 

processing (NLP), facilitating syntax and morphological analysis. Nyaya logic, with its methodical reasoning, enhances 

AI-driven knowledge representation and automated logic [7]. The precise and rule-based nature of Sanskrit supports 

computational linguistics, thereby increasing the efficiency of AI models. Vedic Mathematics, recognized for enabling 

quick mental calculations, inspires the development of optimized algorithms for AI usage. Merging these ancient concepts 

promotes the ethical development of AI, resulting in systems that are intuitive, culturally sensitive, and efficient. As AI 

progresses, drawing on India’s intellectual legacy can foster innovation while ensuring that technology remains ethical 

and holistic. 

 

4. Present Challenges and Limitations: 

 

4.1. Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS): 

4.1.1. Integration Challenges: The incorporation of IKS into contemporary teaching faces notable obstacles, including 

a lack of professional development opportunities for educators, limited resources and time, and challenges with the 

medium of instruction. Additionally, there is insufficient formal acknowledgment of IKS in international education and 

scientific institutions, with Western knowledge systems frequently prevailing, fostering a perception that IKS is either 

outdated or unscientific. 

4.1.2. Awareness and Documentation: A considerable number of educators and institutions do not possess a clear 

understanding or awareness of IKS elements, and there is a dearth of research, documentation, and standardized teaching 

materials [8]. 

4.1.3. Cultural Resistance: Prejudices and opposition toward traditional knowledge, both within India and 

internationally, obstruct its broader acceptance. 

4.1.4. Resource Limitations: There is a lack of specialized personnel and inadequate funding for comprehensive 

research, documentation, and teacher training. 

 

4.2. Vedic Mathematics: 

4.2.1. Awareness and Training Shortcomings: Many educators lack familiarity with Vedic Mathematics, and there is 

an insufficiency in training programs for teachers [5]. 

4.2.2. Curriculum Constraints: The existing school curricula are already packed, leaving minimal opportunity to 

introduce additional content such as Vedic Mathematics [5]. 

4.2.3. Standardization Challenges: The absence of a cohesive, standardized curriculum or resources for Vedic 

Mathematics complicates its systematic implementation. 

4.2.4. Perceptions of Relevance: Certain stakeholders perceive Vedic Mathematics as outdated in the digital era, 

casting doubt on its importance relative to modern computational methods. 

4.2.5. Assessment Difficulties: Conventional academic evaluations do not adequately reflect the mental flexibility and 

techniques advocated by Vedic Mathematics, making its assessment within mainstream education challenging [5]. 

 

5. Future Challenges and Limitations: 

 

5.1. Mainstream Integration and Global Acceptance: Gaining broader recognition for IKS and Vedic Mathematics 

necessitates overcoming deep-rooted biases and perceptions of irrelevance, particularly in global settings dominated by 

Western frameworks. 

5.2. Need for Standardization and Research: There is an urgent requirement for standardized curricula, more 

thorough academic research, and empirical validation of the effectiveness of IKS and Vedic Mathematics in contemporary 

education.  
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5.3. Digital Integration: As education transitions further into the digital realm, blending traditional systems like IKS 

and Vedic Mathematics with computational and STEM education will pose a challenge, yet also present an opportunity 

for innovation [8]. 

5.4. Sustainability and Adaptability: Maintaining the integrity of IKS while adapting it to modern needs and 

ensuring ethical commercialization in a globalized landscape continue to be significant concerns . 

5.5. Educator Preparation: The future success of these initiatives relies on cultivating a group of well-qualified 

educators capable of effectively teaching these subjects and sparking student interest [5]. 

 

6. Strategic Pathway Forward 

To address these issues, a comprehensive strategy is essential: 

6.1. Curriculum Integration: Create specific and targeted curricula that incorporate Vedic Mathematics and IKS 

concepts at all educational levels, maintaining continuity and relevance. 

6.2. Teacher Training: Implement strong training initiatives for teachers, providing them with both subject 

knowledge and teaching methodologies necessary for effectively instructing Vedic Mathematics [5]. 

6.3. Awareness Campaigns: Initiate programs designed to increase awareness among students, parents, and 

policymakers regarding the cognitive and practical advantages of IKS and Vedic Mathematics, while countering 

misconceptions about their relevance [5]. 

6.4. Research and Evidence: Promote research and trial programs that quantitatively demonstrate enhancements in 

student outcomes, calculation efficiency, and conceptual comprehension through Vedic approaches. 

6.5. Digital Adaptation: Create digital resources and online learning modules that present Vedic techniques in 

interactive and captivating formats tailored for today’s learners [5]. 

6.6. Continuous Review: Routinely refresh content and teaching strategies informed by feedback and evolving 

educational demands, ensuring IKS stays relevant and prepared for the future. 

 

7. Conclusion: Vedic Mathematics serves as a fundamental element of the Indian Knowledge System, providing a 

valuable, effective, and intuitive method for learning and resolving mathematical problems. Its current applications in 

both education and technology reveal considerable advantages, while future opportunities include digital integration, 

empirical research, and the adoption of global curricula. By connecting traditional wisdom with contemporary innovation, 

Vedic Mathematics could revolutionize the field of mathematical education and practice for future generations. 
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