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Abstract 

The National Education Policy 2020 aims to 

transform India’s education system through major 

reforms such as the 5+3+3+4 school structure, 

emphasis on foundational literacy and numeracy, 

multidisciplinary higher education, and flexible 

learning pathways like the Academic Bank of 

Credits. It promotes skill development, vocational 

training from early stages, and the integration of 

technology to create a more holistic and learner-

centered approach. 

The policy is expected to improve access, equity, 

employability, and research output by 2030–2040. 

However, its success depends on addressing key 

challenges such as funding gaps, large-scale teacher 

training, digital divide, and effective center-state 

coordination, making strong implementation and 

stakeholder participation essential. 
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Objectives of NEP 2020 

The National Education Policy 2020 aims to 

transform India’s education system by promoting 

holistic, flexible, and skill-based learning. It focuses 

on moving away from rote memorization toward 

conceptual understanding, critical thinking, and 

real-life application of knowledge. 

Another key objective is to ensure universal access 

to education and achieve foundational literacy and 

numeracy by Grade 3, while increasing enrollment 

in higher education. The policy also promotes 

multidisciplinary education and lifelong learning 

through flexible subject choices and multiple entry-

exit options. 

Additionally, NEP 2020 aims to improve quality, 

equity, and research, while integrating technology 

in education to make learning more accessible and 

effective. Overall, it seeks to create a future-ready 

education system that enhances employability and 

global competitiveness. 

Key features 

The National Education Policy 2020 introduces 

several important reforms to modernize and 

improve India’s education system: 

• 5+3+3+4 Structure: Replaces the old 10+2 

system, aligning education with different 

stages of child development, including early 

childhood education. 

• Focus on Foundational Literacy & 

Numeracy (FLN): Ensures all children 

achieve basic reading and math skills by 

Grade 3. 

• EducationMultidisciplinary: Removes rigid 

separation between streams, allowing 

students to choose flexible subject 

combinations. 

• Vocational Education from Early Stages: 

Introduces skill-based learning and 

http://www.ijsrem.com/
mailto:ramachary6369@gmail.com


          International Journal of Scientific Research in Engineering and Management (IJSREM) 

                             Special Issue: National Seminar on NEP 2020 – Volume 10 (2026)                  SJIF Rating: 8.659                               ISSN: 2582-3930                                                                                                                                               

 

© 2026, IJSREM      | www.ijsrem.com                                  DOI: 10.55041/IJSREM.NEP025                                          |        Page 2 
 

internships from Grade 6 to improve 

employability. 

• Flexible Higher Education: Multiple entry 

and exit options with certificates, diplomas, 

and degrees, supported by the Academic 

Bank of Credits. 

• Technology Integration: Promotes digital 

learning through platforms, online 

resources, and blended learning methods. 

• Teacher Development: Emphasizes a 4-year 

integrated B.Ed. and continuous 

professional training for teachers. 

• Promotion of Regional Languages: 

Encourages teaching in the mother tongue at 

early stages for better understanding. 

• Research & Innovation Focus: 

Establishment of the National Research 

Foundation to strengthen research across 

disciplines. 

 

Role of Technology in NEP 2020 

 

The National Education Policy 2020 places strong 

emphasis on the integration of technology to 

improve access, quality, and efficiency in 

education. It promotes the use of digital platforms 

such as DIKSHA and SWAYAM to provide e-

content, online courses, and teacher training 

resources. These platforms enable students and 

teachers to access high-quality learning materials 

anytime and anywhere, supporting both classroom 

and remote learning. 

Technology under NEP 2020 also encourages 

blended learning, combining traditional teaching 

with digital tools like virtual labs, smart classrooms, 

and interactive simulations. This approach makes 

learning more engaging and helps students develop 

critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

Additionally, digital content in regional languages 

ensures inclusivity and better understanding, 

especially for students in rural areas. 

However, the effective use of technology depends 

on overcoming challenges such as the digital 

divide, lack of internet connectivity, and limited 

access to devices in many parts of India. To address 

this, initiatives under Digital India and 

infrastructure projects like BharatNet aim to expand 

internet access across the country. Overall, 

technology in NEP 2020 acts as a key enabler for 

modern, flexible, and inclusive education, but its 

success relies on strong infrastructure and proper 

teacher training. 

Impact on Students 

The National Education Policy 2020 brings a 

student-centric approach that significantly 

transforms how learners experience education. One 

of the most important changes is the removal of 

rigid subject streams, allowing students to choose 

combinations based on their interests—such as 

science with music or mathematics with arts. This 

flexibility encourages creativity, critical thinking, 

and personalized learning paths, helping students 

discover their strengths rather than being forced 

into fixed academic tracks. 

NEP 2020 also reduces academic pressure by 

shifting the focus from rote memorization to 

conceptual understanding and competency-based 

learning. Reforms in board exams, including 

multiple attempts and low-stakes assessments, help 

reduce exam stress. The introduction of the 360° 

Holistic Progress Card evaluates not just marks but 

also skills, values, and overall development, 

promoting balanced growth and improved mental 

well-being among students. 

Additionally, early exposure to vocational 

education, internships, and skill development 

prepares students for real-world challenges and 

enhances employability. Flexible higher education 

options, supported by systems like the Academic 

Bank of Credits, allow students to enter and exit 

courses without losing progress. Overall, NEP 2020 

empowers students with greater choice, reduces 

pressure, and equips them with practical skills 

needed for future careers. 
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Challenges in Implementation 

The National Education Policy 2020 faces several 

practical challenges that could affect its successful 

execution across the country. One of the biggest 

concerns is funding, as the policy recommends 

increasing education spending to 6% of GDP, while 

current levels are much lower. Without consistent 

and adequate financial support from both central 

and state governments, many reforms—such as 

infrastructure upgrades, teacher training, and digital 

expansion—may remain incomplete. 

Another major challenge is large-scale teacher 

training and capacity building. With over a crore 

teacher in the system, transitioning from traditional 

teaching methods to modern, student-centered 

approaches requires continuous professional 

development. Many teachers, especially in rural 

areas, may lack access to training resources or 

digital skills, making implementation uneven across 

regions. 

The digital divide also poses a serious obstacle to 

technology-driven reforms. While NEP promotes 

online learning and digital platforms, a significant 

number of students in rural and economically 

weaker sections still lack access to devices and 

reliable internet. This gap can increase educational 

inequality if not addressed through infrastructure 

initiatives like Digital India and BharatNet. 

Additionally, center-state coordination remains a 

key issue since education is in the Concurrent List. 

Different states may adopt NEP reforms at varying 

speeds, leading to uneven implementation. 

Language policy debates, administrative challenges, 

and resistance to change at institutional levels 

further complicate the process. Overall, while NEP 

2020 has strong potential, overcoming these 

challenges is essential for achieving its long-term 

goals. 

Comparison with Previous Education Policy 

The National Education Policy 2020 marks a 

significant shift from the earlier National Policy on 

Education 1986 in both structure and approach. The 

1986 policy followed the traditional 10+2 system, 

focusing largely on rote learning and fixed subject 

streams. In contrast, NEP 2020 introduces the 

5+3+3+4 structure, which aligns education with 

different stages of child development and 

emphasizes early childhood care and foundational 

learning. 

Another major difference lies in curriculum 

flexibility and learning approach. The 1986 policy 

maintained strict separation between arts, science, 

and commerce streams, limiting student choice. 

NEP 2020 removes these boundaries, allowing 

interdisciplinary learning and encouraging 

creativity, critical thinking, and skill development. 

It also shifts the focus from memorization to 

competency-based education, making learning more 

practical and application-oriented. 

In higher education, the earlier policy had limited 

flexibility with rigid degree structures, whereas 

NEP 2020 introduces multiple exit options, a 4-year 

undergraduate program, and the Academic Bank of 

Credits, enabling lifelong learning. Additionally, 

NEP 2020 emphasizes research, technology 

integration, and global standards, while the 1986 

policy had relatively less focus on these areas. 

Overall, NEP 2020 represents a modern, flexible, 

and holistic approach compared to the more rigid 

and exam-oriented system of the past. 

Benefits of NEP 2020 

The National Education Policy 2020 offers several 

benefits that aim to improve the overall quality and 

effectiveness of education in India: 

• Holistic Development: Focuses on overall 

growth of students, including academics, 

skills, creativity, and values—not just 

marks. 

• Reduced Academic Pressure: Competency-

based learning and flexible exams reduce 

stress and encourage understanding over 

memorization. 

• Flexibility in Learning: Students can choose 

subjects across streams, allowing them to 

follow their interests and career goals. 
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• Improved Employability: Early introduction 

of vocational education and internships 

helps students gain practical skills and job 

readiness. 

• Better Learning Outcomes: Emphasis on 

foundational literacy and numeracy ensures 

strong basics for future learning. 

• Inclusive Education: Promotes equal 

opportunities for all students, including 

those from rural and disadvantaged 

backgrounds. 

• Use of Technology: Digital learning 

platforms make education more accessible 

and engaging. 

• Research & Innovation Growth: Encourages 

higher education institutions to focus on 

research and interdisciplinary studies. 

• Global Competitiveness: Aligns India’s 

education system with international 

standards, improving opportunities for 

students globally. 

Challenges of NEP 2020 

The National Education Policy 2020 faces several 

challenges that may affect its successful 

implementation: 

• Funding Constraints: The policy 

recommends spending 6% of GDP on 

education, but current spending is much 

lower, making it difficult to implement 

reforms fully. 

• Teacher Training at Scale: A large number 

of teachers need to be retrained to adopt 

new teaching methods, which is a complex 

and time-consuming process. 

• Digital Divide: Limited access to internet 

and devices in rural and economically 

weaker sections can hinder technology-

based learning. 

• Infrastructure Gaps: Many schools lack 

basic facilities like classrooms, electricity, 

and digital infrastructure. 

• Center-State Coordination: Education is a 

shared responsibility, and differences in 

implementation across states can lead to 

uneven progress. 

• Language Policy Issues: The three-language 

formula has faced resistance in some states, 

creating challenges in uniform adoption. 

• Implementation Gap: Translating policy into 

practice at ground level requires strong 

administration and monitoring, which can 

be difficult. 

• Awareness & Acceptance: Lack of 

awareness among parents, teachers, and 

institutions may slow down adoption of 

reform 

Conclusion 

The National Education Policy 2020 marks a 

significant step toward transforming India’s 

education system into one that is flexible, inclusive, 

and future-oriented. By emphasizing foundational 

learning, multidisciplinary education, skill 

development, and the integration of technology, the 

policy aims to prepare students for the demands of 

the 21st century. 

However, the true success of NEP 2020 depends on 

effective implementation, including adequate 

funding, strong teacher training, and proper 

infrastructure. Challenges such as the digital divide 

and coordination between central and state 

governments must be addressed carefully. 

If implemented successfully, NEP 2020 has the 

potential to improve learning outcomes, enhance 

employability, and position India as a global 

knowledge hub, contributing significantly to the 

country’s social and economic development. 
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