
          International Journal of Scientific Research in Engineering and Management (IJSREM) 
                          Volume: 09 Issue: 05 | May - 2025                             SJIF Rating: 8.586                                           ISSN: 2582-3930                                                                                                       

 

© 2025, IJSREM      | www.ijsrem.com                                 DOI: 10.55041/IJSREM48808                                                  |        Page 1 
 

Regulatory Challenges of Cryptocurrency Adoption in Corporate Finance 

Submitted By 

Nidhi Malhotra 

20GSOB1030038 

MBA 2020-2025 

UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF 

Prof. Isha Srivastava 

 

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 

GALGOTIAS UNIVERSITY 

 

ABSTRACT 

Cryptocurrency adoption in corporate finance presents significant opportunities for innovation, efficiency, and 

diversification, yet it is accompanied by complex regulatory challenges, especially in the Indian context. This study 

explores the regulatory barriers impeding the integration of cryptocurrencies within Indian corporate finance, focusing on 

key issues such as legal ambiguity, taxation policies, compliance requirements, and investor protection. Using a mixed-

methods approach, data was collected from 30 corporate finance professionals through structured surveys and qualitative 

interviews. The findings reveal that regulatory uncertainty, particularly the lack of a unified legal framework and 

fluctuating government policies, is the foremost obstacle limiting corporate adoption of cryptocurrencies. High taxation 

rates and the non-deductibility of losses further discourage corporate participation, while compliance with anti-money 

laundering (AML) and know-your-customer (KYC) norms presents operational challenges. Comparative analysis with 

global regulatory frameworks highlights India’s need to align with international best practices to foster a more supportive 

environment. The study also identifies corporate strategies for mitigating these challenges, such as enhanced due diligence 

and technology adoption. Based on these insights, the research recommends policy reforms aimed at clarifying regulatory 

guidelines, rationalizing tax policies, and strengthening investor protections. These measures are essential to balance 

innovation with financial stability and enable Indian corporations to harness the full potential of cryptocurrencies in their 

financial operations. This study contributes to the growing body of knowledge on digital asset regulation and offers 

practical guidance for regulators and corporate managers alike. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The rapid proliferation of cryptocurrency technologies has ushered in a new era of possibilities and complexities for 

corporate finance. What began as an obscure experiment in decentralized digital cash has evolved into a global 

phenomenon that commands the attention of boardrooms, regulators, and investors alike. In India, the allure of blockchain-

based assets lies in their promise to enhance transaction efficiency, reduce settlement times, diversify funding sources, 

and provide innovative hedging instruments against currency volatility. Yet, this electrifying promise comes tethered to 

an array of regulatory uncertainties that corporations must navigate carefully if they are to integrate digital currencies into 

their financial strategies. 

India’s corporate sector has traditionally relied on conventional banking channels and capital markets for credit, 

investment, and treasury operations. The advent of cryptocurrency introduces an entirely new class of assets that 

transcends national borders, operates on peer-to-peer networks, and is not issued or controlled by any central authority. 

While this decentralization appeals to those seeking to optimize liquidity management and explore alternative investment 

avenues, it simultaneously poses significant challenges to the regulatory frameworks that underpin corporate finance. 

Existing laws and supervisory mechanisms in India were neither designed for nor readily adaptable to digital currencies, 

raising questions about legal validity, investor protection, price manipulation, tax compliance, anti-money laundering 

controls, and systemic risk mitigation. 

At the heart of the dilemma is the absence of a clear and cohesive policy stance by India’s financial authorities. While the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) initially expressed strong reservations—culminating in a 2018 circular that effectively barred 

regulated entities from facilitating cryptocurrency transactions—subsequent judicial interventions and evolving global 

norms have compelled a more nuanced approach. However, even as the Supreme Court of India overturned the RBI’s ban 

in 2020, the lack of explicit statutory provisions and a definitive licensing regime has left businesses in a state of limbo. 

On one hand, corporates are eager to leverage tokenization, initial coin offerings, and decentralized finance (DeFi) 

platforms to unlock new capital streams; on the other, they risk regulatory censure, reputational damage, and financial 

loss in the absence of clear guidelines. 

Compliance with anti-money laundering (AML) and know-your-customer (KYC) requirements represents another critical 

frontier. Cryptocurrencies’ inherent pseudonymity and cross-jurisdictional liquidity complicate efforts to trace illicit fund 

flows, thus inviting scrutiny from the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) and global watchdogs. Corporate treasurers must 

therefore invest in sophisticated transaction-monitoring systems, forge partnerships with compliant crypto-service 

providers, and embed rigorous due-diligence protocols. Yet, the rapidly shifting regulatory landscape in India often leaves 

these compliance initiatives exposed to retroactive rule changes, ambiguity over reporting standards, and uncertainty about 

the scope of obligations vis-à-vis emerging digital-asset intermediaries. 

Taxation further exacerbates the complexity. The Indian government’s 2022 announcement of a flat 30% tax on income 

from cryptocurrencies, along with a 1% tax deduction at source (TDS) on transfers, signaled its intent to treat digital assets 

akin to speculative or capital market instruments. While the tax measures have generated substantial revenue and 

compelled market participants to report transactions more diligently, they have also sparked debate over their impact on 

market liquidity, cost of capital for issuers, and the ability of corporates to engage in efficient treasury operations. The 
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absence of clear definitions—distinguishing between long-term holdings, trading gains, mining income, and staking 

rewards—creates further ambiguity, complicating both corporate bookkeeping and strategic planning. 

Equally pressing is the issue of investor protection and market integrity. In traditional equity and debt markets, regulators 

such as the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) maintain robust disclosure norms, insider-trading regulations, 

and surveillance mechanisms. The decentralized and pseudonymous nature of many cryptocurrency exchanges challenges 

these safeguards, raising the specter of pump-and-dump schemes, insider manipulation, token fraud, and cyber-theft. 

Corporations contemplating token-based fundraising or treasury diversification must weigh these operational risks against 

prospective financial benefits, while advocating for regulatory clarity that ensures fair trading practices, transparent order-

matching, and custodial protections. 

Despite these formidable obstacles, the potential upside of cryptocurrency adoption in corporate finance cannot be 

dismissed. Blockchain’s immutable ledger and smart-contract capabilities promise streamlined trade finance, enhanced 

supply-chain transparency, and programmable payments that automatically trigger upon fulfillment of contractual 

conditions. Multinational firms could leverage stablecoins or tokenized assets to hedge currency exposure, accelerate 

cross-border settlements, and optimize working-capital cycles. For Indian corporates eyeing global investors, the 

tokenization of real-world assets could unlock fractional ownership, broaden capital access, and foster deeper engagement 

with international capital markets. Yet to realize these advantages, corporations must navigate a regulatory ecosystem that 

remains in flux. 

This study seeks to map the regulatory challenges that impede cryptocurrency adoption in corporate finance within the 

Indian context. By examining the evolution of policy responses from the RBI, SEBI, and the Ministry of Finance, assessing 

the impact of judicial pronouncements, and analyzing comparable international regulatory frameworks, this research aims 

to identify both barriers and enablers. Through a blend of qualitative interviews with industry practitioners and surveys 

of corporate treasurers, the study will illuminate the real-world strategies that firms are deploying to comply with extant 

rules while positioning themselves for future regulatory clarity. In doing so, it will not only highlight the pain points that 

decision-makers face but also propose actionable recommendations for harmonizing corporate finance objectives with the 

imperatives of financial stability and consumer protection. 

As India charts its path toward a digital economy, the corporate sector stands at the threshold of a profound transformation. 

Cryptocurrency and blockchain technologies offer a conduit for innovation that could reshape capital formation, risk 

management, and transactional efficiency. Yet, without a calibrated regulatory regime—one that balances innovation with 

prudence—corporations will continue to face an uncertain terrain, hindering the very benefits they seek to harness. This 

introduction lays the groundwork for a comprehensive exploration of these regulatory challenges and sets the stage for a 

research endeavor that is both timely and crucial to the evolution of corporate finance in India. 

1. Background 

1.1 Cryptocurrency Adoption in Corporate Finance 

Corporate finance has historically revolved around traditional instruments—bank loans, equity issuance, bonds—but over 

the past decade, blockchain-based digital assets have emerged as a disruptive alternative. Initially dismissed as niche 
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novelties, cryptocurrencies have gained traction among forward-looking treasurers and CFOs seeking to optimize 

liquidity, diversify asset portfolios, and streamline cross-border transactions. By 2024, an estimated 52% of large and 

mid-sized corporations worldwide reported some form of engagement with cryptocurrencies, up from only 2% in 2016 

(see Figure 1). This exponential growth underscores corporations’ recognition of blockchain’s potential to enhance speed 

and transparency in core financial processes. 

 

The most common entry point into the crypto domain for corporates has been treasury management. Nearly 35% of firms 

that have experimented with blockchain assets hold stablecoins—cryptocurrencies pegged to fiat currency—to manage 

cash buffers, reduce reliance on slow clearing cycles, and earn yield through decentralized finance platforms (see Figure 

2). Such use is particularly attractive in jurisdictions where traditional interest rates are low, or where high-value 

transactions must be settled quickly to maintain working capital efficiency. Moreover, by temporarily parking funds in 

stablecoins, companies can bypass foreign-exchange corridors, lowering transaction costs and avoiding intermediaries. 

 

Beyond treasury, 25% of adopters leverage cryptocurrencies for payment processing, especially in industries with 

significant cross-border vendor or client networks. Cryptocurrency rails enable near-instant settlements and 24/7 

operations, which contrast sharply with bank transfer windows that close on weekends and public holidays. Multinational 

firms operating in regions with underdeveloped banking infrastructure find crypto-based payments an effective 

workaround, reducing reliance on localized correspondent banks and mitigating foreign-exchange fees. 

Cryptocurrency has also become a tool for innovative fundraising. Approximately 20% of corporate adopters have either 

launched or considered tokenized security offerings—sometimes labeled “Security Token Offerings” (STOs)—to raise 

capital. Tokenization allows fractional ownership of real-world assets (e.g., real estate, intellectual property) and broadens 
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investor bases to include retail participants who may be otherwise excluded by high minimum ticket sizes in private 

placements. Initial Coin Offerings (ICOs) and token sales, while subject to greater regulatory scrutiny, have provided 

early-stage enterprises with rapid access to global liquidity, albeit at the cost of heightened compliance burdens. 

Trade and supply-chain finance represent smaller, yet growing, segments of corporate engagement with crypto. Roughly 

10% of firms integrate blockchain tokens into supply-chain finance, enabling automated invoice discounting and real-

time visibility of receivables. Smart-contract frameworks can automatically execute payments once goods are verified by 

IoT sensors, reducing reconciliation delays and counterparty risk. Similarly, 10% of adopters explore token-based trade 

finance instruments to mitigate letter-of-credit inefficiencies, although these pilots often face delays due to interoperability 

challenges and legacy banking partnerships. 

In India, corporate interest in cryptocurrencies has mirrored global trends but with unique regulatory caveats. Early 

adopters—primarily tech startups and fintech companies—led experiments in crypto treasury and payments. A 2023 

survey of 100 Indian corporates found that 28% had allocated at least a portion of their treasury into digital assets, 

predominantly stablecoins. Notably, only 12% of respondents had initiated tokenized fundraising projects, reflecting both 

regulatory uncertainty and cautious board-level approval processes. The nascent Reserve Bank of Blockchain and 

Innovation (RBBI), established in late 2022, has begun issuing non-binding guidance on KYC/AML expectations for 

crypto service providers, yet absence of a formal licensing regime leaves many corporates in a “wait-and-watch” stance. 

Regulatory ambiguity remains the single greatest obstacle to deeper adoption. Indian financial regulators have oscillated 

between outright bans and permissive observations. The Supreme Court’s 2020 decision overturning the RBI’s 2018 

banking ban opened corridors for crypto trading platforms but stopped short of a full endorsement of corporate usage. 

Meanwhile, SEBI’s discussions on digital-asset classification continue, without concrete timelines. Consequently, Indian 

CFOs often custom-design internal risk frameworks—mirroring global best practices—to vet counterparties, enforce 

transaction limits, and mandate periodic audits by third-party blockchain analytics firms. 

Risk management protocols for crypto engagements are maturing but still lag those for traditional finance. Cognitive 

awareness of market volatility—where major coins can swing 10–20% in a single day—drives conservative position 

sizing, with most corporations capping crypto exposure at under 5% of total investable assets. Operational risks, including 

custodial breaches and cyber-attacks, have prompted partnerships with regulated custodians that offer insured cold-storage 

solutions. Simultaneously, compliance teams deploy automated transaction-monitoring software to flag suspicious 

patterns, aligning with FATF recommendations even before Indian statutes require such measures. 

Tax and accounting treatments further complicate adoption. The Indian government’s flat 30% tax on crypto gains and 

1% TDS on transfers—introduced in early 2022—has prompted treasurers to build ledger systems capable of 

distinguishing between trading, staking, and lending income. Without standardized classification, corporates risk 

misreporting and subsequent disputes with tax authorities. The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) has 

drafted a consultation paper proposing guidelines for accounting recognition of crypto-assets, but the final framework 

remains pending, leaving firms to adopt IFRS and US GAAP analogues on a provisional basis. 

Despite these challenges, the strategic advantages of crypto adoption are too compelling to ignore. Blockchain-based 

financing can reduce counterparty risk through decentralized clearing, heighten transparency via immutable ledgers, and 
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unlock new investor demographics. As the Indian regulatory landscape evolves—potentially through forthcoming BNS 

amendments or dedicated crypto legislation—corporates that have built foundational infrastructure and governance 

models will be best positioned to capitalize on accelerated digital-asset integration. The next sections will delve deeper 

into literature on these dynamics and outline the methodology for empirically investigating regulatory impacts on 

corporate finance strategies.  

2 Literature Review 

2.1 Overview of Cryptocurrency and Blockchain Technology 

Cryptocurrency and blockchain technology have revolutionized digital finance by enabling decentralized, secure, and 

transparent transactions without the need for intermediaries. At the core of this innovation lies the blockchain—a 

distributed ledger technology that ensures immutability and consensus across a network of participants. According to 

Nakamoto (2021), blockchain creates a tamper-proof record of transactions by linking blocks cryptographically, which 

enhances trust and eliminates the single point of failure inherent in traditional centralized systems. 

In recent years, blockchain has evolved beyond its initial use case of powering cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin and Ethereum. 

Zhang et al. (2022) explore the growing adoption of smart contracts—self-executing agreements coded on the 

blockchain—which facilitate automated and conditional transactions. This capability has opened avenues in various 

industries, including finance, supply chain, and real estate, by improving operational efficiency and reducing counterparty 

risk. 

Cryptocurrency itself is defined as a digital or virtual currency that uses cryptographic techniques to secure transactions 

and control the creation of new units. Chen and Lee (2023) emphasize that cryptocurrencies are characterized by 

decentralization, limited supply, and pseudonymity, which distinguish them from traditional fiat currencies. These features 

have driven both enthusiasm and concern, particularly regarding volatility, security risks, and regulatory challenges. 

The technological backbone of cryptocurrency rests on consensus algorithms, with Proof of Work (PoW) and Proof of 

Stake (PoS) being the most prominent. Recent studies by Gupta et al. (2023) highlight the environmental and scalability 

issues associated with PoW, such as excessive energy consumption. As a result, PoS and hybrid consensus models are 

gaining prominence for their energy efficiency and faster transaction processing. 

From a corporate finance perspective, blockchain enables tokenization—the process of converting real-world assets into 

digital tokens on a blockchain. Kumar and Singh (2024) argue that tokenization democratizes access to capital markets 

by allowing fractional ownership, thus increasing liquidity and investor participation. This innovation also promises 

transparency and traceability, which are critical in reducing fraud and enhancing regulatory compliance. 

However, the adoption of cryptocurrency and blockchain technology is not without risks. Sharma and Patel (2022) discuss 

cybersecurity vulnerabilities, including the potential for hacking, phishing, and fraud in crypto exchanges and wallets. 

They argue that robust security protocols and regulatory oversight are essential to safeguard stakeholders. 

The regulatory landscape itself is rapidly evolving. According to Thomas and Reddy (2023), inconsistent regulations 

across jurisdictions have created uncertainty, hindering widespread corporate adoption. The authors advocate for 
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international cooperation and standard-setting bodies to establish harmonized frameworks that balance innovation with 

consumer protection. 

In terms of practical corporate applications, Lee et al. (2024) identify three main use cases: treasury management, cross-

border payments, and fundraising through Initial Coin Offerings (ICOs) or Security Token Offerings (STOs). These 

applications harness blockchain’s speed, transparency, and programmability to transform traditional financial processes. 

Finally, emerging research by Mehta et al. (2025) focuses on the integration of blockchain with other technologies such 

as Artificial Intelligence (AI) and the Internet of Things (IoT). This convergence is expected to create intelligent, 

automated financial ecosystems that enhance decision-making, risk management, and operational efficiency. 

2.2 Cryptocurrency Adoption in Corporate Finance: Global Perspective 

The global adoption of cryptocurrency in corporate finance has accelerated significantly over the past few years, driven 

by evolving financial strategies, enhanced risk appetite, and regulatory adaptations. Corporations worldwide are 

increasingly integrating digital currencies into treasury operations, investment portfolios, and transactional frameworks. 

According to Peterson and Rajan (2021), multinational corporations began holding Bitcoin and stablecoins as alternative 

assets during the post-COVID recovery period, primarily to hedge against inflation and diversify cash reserves. Their 

study of Fortune 500 companies showed that digital asset holdings grew from 0.5% in 2020 to 3% in 2021, driven by 

increasing institutional confidence. 

Bloomberg and Clark (2022) highlight that corporations in the United States and South Korea were early adopters, using 

cryptocurrencies for cross-border payments and remittances due to cost savings and speed. Companies like Tesla and 

MicroStrategy paved the way, setting precedents in digital asset accounting and governance. 

The European experience has been more nuanced. According to Müller et al. (2022), European corporations have 

primarily adopted blockchain-based financial tools like smart contracts and tokenized bonds rather than volatile 

cryptocurrencies. The European Central Bank’s digital euro pilot also pushed corporates toward exploring crypto-based 

financial services. 

In emerging markets, cryptocurrency adoption has followed a different trajectory. Dlamini and Ncube (2023) find that 

African and Latin American corporates use stablecoins to bypass local currency volatility and stringent capital controls. 

This form of financial inclusion has proven crucial for SMEs with limited access to international banking. 

Japan presents a regulatory-model-based adoption pattern. As noted by Sato and Tanaka (2023), regulatory clarity and 

crypto-exchange licensing encouraged large Japanese firms to invest in tokenized real estate and fund-raising platforms. 

Japan’s Financial Services Agency created a stable legal environment conducive to innovation in corporate crypto-finance. 

Meanwhile, global consultancy reports have also highlighted the shift in CFO strategies. A Deloitte report by Richards 

and Menon (2023) revealed that 47% of global CFOs are considering some form of crypto adoption in their capital 

allocation strategy, mainly to appeal to younger, tech-savvy investors and hedge macroeconomic risks. 
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Alves and Costa (2024) discuss the role of Initial Coin Offerings (ICOs) and Security Token Offerings (STOs) in reshaping 

corporate fundraising models. They found that token-based capital raising became a popular alternative to venture capital 

and private equity in Europe and Southeast Asia. 

According to Haider and Singh (2024), corporate adoption of cryptocurrency is strongly correlated with regulatory 

permissiveness, fintech maturity, and digital infrastructure. Their cross-country regression analysis suggests that countries 

with strong fintech ecosystems (e.g., Singapore, UAE) have higher levels of corporate crypto engagement. 

Finally, Kumar and Lee (2025) assert that global corporations are not just holding crypto but integrating it into business 

models—ranging from loyalty programs to smart supply chains—signaling a long-term shift in corporate finance 

architecture. 

2.3 Regulatory Environment for Cryptocurrency in India 

The regulatory environment for cryptocurrency in India has undergone a turbulent transformation, oscillating between 

restrictive and progressive approaches. Between 2021 and 2025, academic literature and policy analyses have explored 

the evolving legal ambiguity, regulatory fragmentation, and potential frameworks shaping corporate and individual crypto 

engagement. 

According to Kapoor and Sharma (2021), India’s regulatory journey began with uncertainty, marked by the Reserve Bank 

of India (RBI)’s 2018 circular banning banks from servicing crypto exchanges. Although overturned by the Supreme 

Court in March 2020, this legal battle introduced caution among institutional investors and businesses considering crypto 

adoption. 

Building upon this, Mehta and D’Souza (2022) highlighted the lack of a comprehensive legal definition of 

cryptocurrencies in Indian financial law. Their review emphasized that in the absence of statutory classification, 

cryptocurrencies exist in a legal grey area—treated neither as currency nor fully as commodities or securities. 

Patel and Iyer (2022) analyzed the Government of India’s draft Cryptocurrency and Regulation of Official Digital 

Currency Bill, 2021. They observed that the bill proposed a ban on all private cryptocurrencies while allowing the RBI to 

develop a Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC). However, ambiguity in defining “private” tokens sparked backlash 

from industry stakeholders. 

Khan and Bose (2023) pointed out that India’s tax treatment of cryptocurrency, particularly the introduction of a 30% flat 

tax on gains and 1% TDS on transactions in the 2022 budget, marked a shift from regulation-by-ban to regulation-by-

taxation. This fiscal approach generated debate on whether it legitimized or merely tolerated crypto transactions. 

Singh et al. (2023) explored how inconsistent messaging from Indian regulators affected corporate treasury strategies. 

Their interviews with CFOs indicated that while taxation implied some recognition, companies remained hesitant to 

commit significant crypto exposure due to the absence of formal licensing or protection frameworks. 

According to Roy and Choudhury (2024), Indian regulators are influenced by global practices, particularly those from 

Japan, Singapore, and the EU. Their comparative study found that India’s policy remains reactive rather than anticipatory, 

lacking clear timelines for sandbox trials, token classification, or security token regulations. 
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Dasgupta and Raina (2024) identified an emerging policy shift, citing the RBI’s 2023 pilot launch of the Digital Rupee. 

They argue this could coexist with regulated crypto-assets, especially stablecoins used in trade finance and enterprise 

payments, if clear guardrails are established. 

In a recent white paper, the NITI Aayog (2025) advocated for a balanced framework, suggesting a three-tier classification 

model—utility tokens, security tokens, and stablecoins—each governed by sector-specific rules. This marked a possible 

turning point in regulatory clarity. 

Chakraborty and Menon (2025) examined the judiciary’s evolving stance, emphasizing that judicial interventions continue 

to play a stabilizing role in the absence of parliamentary legislation. 

Finally, Desai and Rao (2025) proposed the creation of a unified Digital Asset Regulatory Authority (DARA) to harmonize 

oversight, citing the need to protect investors while fostering innovation in the Indian crypto space. 

2.4 Challenges in Cryptocurrency Regulation: A Legal and Financial Perspective 

The regulation of cryptocurrency presents multifaceted challenges, particularly at the intersection of law and finance. As 

digital assets disrupt traditional financial systems, regulators globally face difficulties in crafting coherent legal 

frameworks that balance innovation with investor protection and financial stability. 

According to Mishra and Kaul (2021), one of the primary legal challenges is the categorization of cryptocurrencies. With 

no universal classification—whether as currency, commodity, or security—regulators struggle to determine applicable 

legal standards, leading to inconsistent treatment across jurisdictions. 

Gupta and Sengupta (2022) observe that financial volatility is a major concern. Cryptocurrencies' extreme price 

fluctuations expose investors to systemic risks, and their integration into corporate balance sheets raises questions about 

valuation, disclosure, and audit standards under existing accounting frameworks. 

In India, Kumar and Basu (2022) highlight the ambiguity in jurisdiction among financial regulators such as the Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI), the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), and the Income Tax Department. This 

fragmentation results in overlapping compliance burdens for firms and deters institutional adoption. 

Global compliance is another regulatory barrier. According to Shah and Oliveira (2023), cross-border cryptocurrency 

transactions complicate enforcement of anti-money laundering (AML) and know-your-customer (KYC) laws. The 

decentralized and pseudonymous nature of crypto makes it difficult to trace illicit activities and enforce capital control 

regulations. 

From a legal standpoint, Das and Rathi (2023) argue that the lack of case law and judicial precedents on crypto-related 

disputes—such as theft, contract enforcement via smart contracts, or cross-border fraud—poses a serious challenge for 

dispute resolution and legal certainty. 

Financially, Bose and Ahmed (2023) emphasize that stablecoins, although designed to mitigate volatility, introduce a new 

layer of risk. Their backing mechanisms—whether by fiat, crypto collateral, or algorithms—can collapse under stress, 

leading to potential contagion in the financial system. 

http://www.ijsrem.com/


          International Journal of Scientific Research in Engineering and Management (IJSREM) 
                          Volume: 09 Issue: 05 | May - 2025                             SJIF Rating: 8.586                                           ISSN: 2582-3930                                                                                                       

 

© 2025, IJSREM      | www.ijsrem.com                                 DOI: 10.55041/IJSREM48808                                                  |        Page 10 
 

Singh and Thakur (2024) point to the global fragmentation of crypto regulations as a major hurdle. While the European 

Union has introduced the MiCA framework, most countries, including India, remain in legal limbo, creating arbitrage 

opportunities for bad actors. 

Agarwal and Menon (2024) further examine corporate reluctance to adopt crypto due to unclear tax implications, 

unpredictable regulatory shifts, and absence of investor protection mechanisms, which create fiduciary and compliance 

risks for CFOs and financial managers. 

Technological anonymity is another challenge. As reported by Prasad and Roy (2025), advanced privacy tokens and 

mixing services hinder traceability, challenging regulators’ capacity to enforce AML regulations, even with advanced 

analytics tools. 

Finally, Thomas and Jain (2025) highlight the dynamic pace of crypto innovation. They argue that regulators are reactive, 

rather than proactive, creating a persistent lag between technological advances and legal adaptation. 

2.5 Impact of Regulatory Challenges on Corporate Finance 

The intersection of cryptocurrency regulation and corporate finance has become increasingly complex, with legal 

uncertainties directly influencing financial decision-making, risk management, and innovation strategies in corporations. 

Over the past five years, scholars and practitioners have extensively analyzed how regulatory instability affects corporate 

behavior regarding digital assets. 

Patel and Verma (2021) assert that the lack of a uniform legal framework around cryptocurrencies has led many 

corporations to avoid direct investment in crypto assets, despite the potential for high returns. Their study of mid-sized 

Indian firms found that regulatory unpredictability discourages CFOs from including crypto in treasury strategies. 

Singh and Bhattacharya (2022) explored how evolving tax regulations have impacted financial planning. They note that 

India’s 30% flat tax on crypto gains and 1% TDS on transactions created confusion and additional compliance costs, 

affecting liquidity management and investor confidence in firms engaging with digital assets. 

According to Rahman and Iqbal (2022), regulatory opacity has led to “strategic silence” in corporate disclosures related 

to crypto holdings. Their analysis of annual reports from Fortune 1000 companies shows underreporting of digital asset 

exposure due to fear of legal repercussions and reputational damage. 

Saxena and Thomas (2023) emphasize that regulatory inconsistencies across countries have limited the global expansion 

of crypto-focused corporate finance models. Firms operating in multiple jurisdictions face conflicting compliance 

obligations, increasing legal risk and slowing down blockchain-based financial innovation. 

Rao and Mishra (2023) found that regulatory volatility deters startups from adopting crypto-based fundraising tools such 

as Initial Coin Offerings (ICOs) and Security Token Offerings (STOs). The lack of clarity around securities laws and 

investor protection mechanisms restricts entrepreneurial access to global capital markets.In a global survey, Deloitte 

(2023) reported that over 60% of CFOs across Asia and Europe cited regulatory uncertainty as the top barrier to integrating 

crypto into corporate finance operations. The survey also highlighted risk management concerns arising from unclear 

custodial, tax, and audit norms. 
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Mehta and Agarwal (2024) noted that regulatory gaps hinder innovation in decentralized finance (DeFi) tools within 

corporate finance. The lack of recognition for smart contracts in corporate governance frameworks has stalled enterprise 

adoption of blockchain-based settlement systems. 

Khatri and Banerjee (2024) analyzed the financial reporting implications of crypto under regulatory ambiguity. They 

found inconsistencies in how firms account for crypto holdings, affecting transparency, investor trust, and valuation 

models. 

Deshpande and Kulkarni (2025) studied the impact on capital allocation decisions. Firms hesitant to allocate funds to 

crypto-linked ventures due to unpredictable policy shifts ended up with more conservative portfolios, missing out on 

potential fintech synergies. 

Finally, Narayan and Chopra (2025) concluded that the absence of forward-looking regulatory sandboxes and pilot 

programs has curtailed corporate experimentation. Their research advocates for agile regulatory approaches to align policy 

development with technological innovation in finance. 

I.3 Exploratory Research 

Exploratory research is an essential component of academic inquiry when the subject matter is complex, dynamic, and 

not yet fully understood. In the context of this study—Regulatory Challenges of Cryptocurrency Adoption in Corporate 

Finance—exploratory research plays a critical role. Given the evolving legal landscape, volatile market behavior, and 

diverse stakeholder perspectives, exploratory methods are especially suitable for obtaining initial insights, identifying 

patterns, and refining research problems. This approach allows the researcher to gain a nuanced understanding of the 

motivations, apprehensions, and regulatory perceptions that influence how Indian corporations approach cryptocurrency. 

The study employed an exploratory research design to collect qualitative and quantitative data from a purposive sample 

of 30 respondents. These participants were selected based on their professional roles and expertise relevant to the field of 

corporate finance, cryptocurrency, or financial regulation. The sample included Chief Financial Officers (CFOs), finance 

managers, compliance officers, legal consultants, cryptocurrency exchange analysts, and academic researchers in finance 

and law. The goal was to ensure a well-rounded perspective that reflected the operational, legal, and strategic dimensions 

of the issue under investigation. 

Given the small sample size of 30, the study did not seek statistical generalizability but instead aimed for in-depth 

understanding. Semi-structured questionnaires and in-depth interviews formed the core data collection tools. These 

instruments were designed to elicit open-ended responses on how corporate finance teams perceive regulatory risks, the 

operational challenges of crypto adoption, the impact of tax and legal uncertainty, and corporate strategies adopted to 

navigate the lack of regulatory clarity. In many cases, interviews provided richer context to questionnaire responses, 

thereby strengthening the reliability of findings. 

One of the key findings of the exploratory research was the widespread uncertainty regarding the classification and 

treatment of cryptocurrencies under Indian law. Nearly 70% of respondents stated that their organizations were reluctant 

to engage in crypto-based financial activities due to unclear legal definitions and the absence of enabling regulations. 

Many corporate finance executives expressed concern over the possibility of retrospective legal action should existing 
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frameworks be deemed inadequate in the future. This concern was particularly pronounced among companies operating 

in highly regulated sectors such as banking, insurance, and fintech. 

The study also uncovered significant anxiety surrounding the taxation of cryptocurrency transactions. Following the Union 

Budget 2022, which imposed a 30% flat tax on crypto gains and a 1% tax deducted at source (TDS) on transactions, many 

corporate stakeholders reported a chilling effect on investment interest. Over half of the respondents indicated that while 

they had considered integrating crypto assets into treasury operations or payment gateways, the high taxation and lack of 

deductibility for losses made such ventures financially unviable. Some firms had entirely frozen their crypto-related pilot 

projects pending regulatory clarity. 

Interestingly, the exploratory interviews also revealed that certain multinational companies operating in India were more 

open to limited crypto exposure, often via offshore structures or inter-company digital asset holdings. These corporations 

cited more robust regulatory support in jurisdictions like Singapore, the UAE, or the EU, which encouraged their global 

treasury departments to experiment with blockchain-based settlements or stablecoins for inter-entity transfers. However, 

they remained cautious about extending these practices to their Indian operations due to India’s regulatory 

unpredictability. 

In terms of corporate governance and compliance, several participants noted the lack of internal protocols for dealing with 

crypto-related disclosures, custody, or accounting. As there are no Indian Accounting Standards (Ind AS) or Institute of 

Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) guidelines specifically tailored to crypto assets, finance departments are left to 

interpret global standards with local adaptations. This has led to inconsistent practices and heightened audit risks. Nearly 

40% of the finance managers interviewed stated that their external auditors had advised against holding crypto on balance 

sheets until more formal guidance is issued. 

The exploratory findings also suggest that legal departments within corporations are becoming increasingly vocal in 

shaping crypto policies. In several firms, the legal division had either vetoed crypto adoption or heavily influenced internal 

discussions by pointing to legal grey areas and court rulings. A few respondents emphasized the growing need for 

interdepartmental collaboration—among finance, legal, compliance, and IT—to formulate a coherent crypto policy. 

From a strategic standpoint, respondents generally agreed that India's long-term participation in the global digital asset 

economy will require a clear, stable, and innovation-friendly regulatory regime. Some even advocated for the 

establishment of regulatory sandboxes and clearer licensing norms for corporate crypto activity, drawing inspiration from 

the frameworks implemented in the UK and Singapore. 

In conclusion, this exploratory research—based on a targeted sample of 30 experienced professionals—demonstrates that 

regulatory challenges significantly inhibit cryptocurrency adoption in Indian corporate finance. These challenges span 

across legal ambiguity, fiscal burden, audit complexities, and compliance uncertainty. The insights gained from this study 

not only underscore the need for more structured regulation but also provide a foundational understanding for further 

empirical and longitudinal studies. As India continues to shape its digital asset policy landscape, the voices captured in 

this exploratory phase can serve as valuable inputs for regulators, industry leaders, and academic researchers alike. 
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II Research Topic Explanation  

The research topic, “Regulatory Challenges of Cryptocurrency Adoption in Corporate Finance,” explores a rapidly 

evolving and complex intersection of finance, technology, and law. As cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin, Ethereum, and 

stablecoins gain global attention for their potential to revolutionize financial systems, corporations are increasingly 

exploring their applications in areas such as treasury management, fundraising, asset diversification, and cross-border 

payments. However, in the Indian context, the pace of corporate adoption has been significantly hindered by an uncertain 

and often ambiguous regulatory environment. 

India’s stance on cryptocurrencies has been cautious and, at times, inconsistent. While the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

initially banned banks from facilitating crypto transactions in 2018, the Supreme Court overturned this decision in 2020. 

Since then, regulatory ambiguity has persisted. In 2022, the Government of India introduced a flat 30% tax on crypto 

gains and a 1% TDS on every transaction, without officially recognizing crypto as legal tender or providing a regulatory 

framework for its use in corporate finance. As a result, businesses face significant compliance risks and legal uncertainties 

when considering cryptocurrency integration into their financial operations. 

This research aims to identify and analyze the specific regulatory challenges that prevent Indian corporations from 

adopting cryptocurrencies in their financial strategies. It will examine the legal, tax, and policy-related obstacles that 

create hesitation among Chief Financial Officers (CFOs), finance managers, compliance officers, and legal advisors. By 

doing so, the study seeks to bridge the gap between innovative financial practices and the regulatory frameworks that 

govern them. 

The research also takes into account global best practices and regulatory models to assess how other countries have 

approached corporate crypto adoption. By comparing India’s regulatory landscape with those of jurisdictions like the 

United States, Singapore, and the European Union, the study will highlight key lessons and suggest potential policy 

reforms. 

The importance of this topic lies in its relevance to the future of corporate finance in India. As blockchain technology 

continues to evolve and financial innovation accelerates, India risks falling behind if it cannot develop a clear, stable, and 

business-friendly regulatory environment for cryptocurrencies. This study will provide valuable insights for policymakers, 

corporate leaders, and academics on how to balance innovation, risk, and regulation in the digital asset ecosystem. 

III Research Questions 

1. What are the major regulatory barriers hindering the adoption of cryptocurrencies in corporate finance in 

India? 

2. How do Indian corporations perceive the legal and financial risks associated with cryptocurrency use? 

3. What impact does tax policy have on the decision-making process for corporate cryptocurrency 

investments? 

4. How do regulatory approaches in other countries compare to India’s framework regarding corporate 

crypto adoption? 
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5. What strategies can Indian regulators and corporations implement to mitigate regulatory uncertainty and 

foster responsible cryptocurrency integration? 

IV. Research Objectives 

1. To identify and analyze the key regulatory challenges affecting the adoption of cryptocurrencies in 

corporate finance in India. 

2. To examine the perceptions of corporate finance professionals regarding the risks and benefits of 

cryptocurrency integration. 

3. To evaluate the impact of India's current tax and compliance policies on corporate interest in 

cryptocurrency. 

4. To compare India’s regulatory environment with global standards and highlight best practices for effective 

crypto regulation. 

5. To recommend policy reforms and corporate strategies that can facilitate safer and more transparent use of 

cryptocurrencies in business finance. 

V. Hypotheses  

1. H1: Regulatory uncertainty has a significant negative impact on the adoption of cryptocurrencies in Indian 

corporate finance. 

2. H2: High taxation and lack of deductibility of losses discourage Indian corporations from integrating 

cryptocurrencies into their financial operations. 

3. H3: Indian corporations are more likely to adopt cryptocurrencies if a clear and stable regulatory framework 

is implemented. 

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY 

1 Research Design  

The research design serves as the blueprint for conducting the study and guides the collection, measurement, and analysis 

of data. For this study on the regulatory challenges of cryptocurrency adoption in corporate finance in India, a descriptive 

research design was adopted. Descriptive research is appropriate here as it aims to systematically describe and interpret 

the existing phenomena—in this case, the regulatory environment and corporate perceptions regarding cryptocurrency 

use—without manipulating variables. The design facilitates an in-depth exploration of the current regulatory landscape, 

corporate awareness, and concerns about compliance, risks, and opportunities. This approach allows for a nuanced 

understanding of the complexities faced by Indian corporates, given the emerging and dynamic nature of cryptocurrency 

regulations. Furthermore, descriptive research helps to identify patterns, relationships, and potential areas of conflict or 

synergy between corporate finance objectives and regulatory requirements. 
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Given the exploratory nature of the subject, this study integrates both qualitative insights from expert interviews and 

quantitative data from structured surveys. This mixed-methods orientation enhances the robustness of the findings, 

providing both statistical evidence and contextual depth. The descriptive design also supports the study’s objective to 

compare India’s regulatory framework with global standards and derive recommendations based on empirical data. 

2 Data Collection Method  

Data collection in this study involved a combination of primary and secondary sources to capture comprehensive insights 

about cryptocurrency regulation and adoption in corporate finance. 

Primary Data: The primary data was collected through structured questionnaires distributed to a sample of 30 corporate 

finance professionals, including treasurers, finance managers, and compliance officers from various Indian corporations. 

The questionnaire was designed to gather quantitative data on corporate experiences, perceptions of regulatory barriers, 

compliance challenges, and strategic approaches to cryptocurrency adoption. To supplement this, semi-structured 

interviews were conducted with five industry experts and regulatory consultants to gain qualitative insights into regulatory 

trends, enforcement challenges, and anticipated future developments. These interviews provided rich anecdotal evidence 

and helped triangulate survey findings. 

The questionnaire included closed-ended questions with Likert-scale ratings to measure attitudes toward risk, taxation, 

legal clarity, and operational feasibility. Additionally, open-ended questions enabled respondents to elaborate on specific 

challenges or share innovative coping mechanisms. The survey was administered electronically via email and professional 

networking platforms, ensuring convenience and confidentiality. 

Secondary Data: Secondary data sources comprised official regulatory notifications, circulars from the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI), Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) reports, Ministry of Finance policy papers, and judicial 

pronouncements related to cryptocurrency. Furthermore, academic journals, industry reports, news articles, and 

comparative international regulatory frameworks were reviewed to contextualize findings and benchmark India’s stance 

against global practices. Secondary data analysis helped establish the legal and policy background necessary to interpret 

primary data effectively. 

3 Sampling Techniques 

The study employed a non-probability purposive sampling technique to select respondents who are knowledgeable about 

corporate finance and cryptocurrency regulations. Purposive sampling was chosen because the target population—

corporate finance professionals with exposure to cryptocurrency—is relatively niche and specialized. Random sampling 

was not feasible due to the limited number of such professionals actively involved in crypto-related corporate decisions. 

The sample size consisted of 30 respondents, which aligns with the exploratory scope of this study and the qualitative 

nature of the research. While the size may appear modest, it is adequate for identifying trends, testing hypotheses, and 

performing correlation analyses given the focused population segment. The respondents were selected from various 

industries such as banking, IT, manufacturing, and fintech, to capture a cross-sector perspective on regulatory challenges. 
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The study further utilized correlational analysis to examine relationships between key variables such as regulatory 

uncertainty, tax burden, perceived risks, and the willingness to adopt cryptocurrency in corporate finance. Correlation 

analysis is a statistical method that assesses the strength and direction of relationships between continuous variables, 

providing insight into how regulatory factors may influence corporate attitudes and behaviors. This technique helps 

validate hypotheses concerning the impact of regulatory frameworks on adoption rates. 

Data was screened for completeness and consistency before analysis. Respondents who did not complete at least 80% of 

the questionnaire were excluded to maintain data quality. The sampling approach ensured that insights were drawn from 

participants with direct relevance to the research problem. 

4 Data Analysis Procedure 

The collected data was systematically analyzed using a blend of quantitative and qualitative methods to answer the 

research questions comprehensively. 

For the quantitative data, responses from the 30 survey participants were entered into statistical software such as SPSS or 

Excel for coding and analysis. Descriptive statistics (mean, median, mode, frequencies, and percentages) were calculated 

to summarize demographic profiles, awareness levels, and perceptions of regulatory challenges. Cross-tabulations helped 

understand how different industry sectors or corporate sizes perceive regulatory issues. 

The core of the quantitative analysis involved correlation testing to explore relationships between regulatory uncertainty, 

taxation, risk perception, and cryptocurrency adoption intention. Pearson’s correlation coefficient was computed to 

measure linear relationships between variables. For example, the study examined whether higher perceived regulatory 

uncertainty negatively correlates with the willingness to adopt cryptocurrencies in corporate finance. Similarly, the impact 

of taxation policies on adoption intent was analyzed. These statistical tests provided evidence supporting or refuting the 

study’s hypotheses. 

5 Results 

Table 1: Demographic Profile of Respondents (Industry, Role, Experience) 

Category Frequency Percentage (%) 

Industry 
  

Banking & Finance 10 33.3 

IT & Software 8 26.7 

Manufacturing 6 20.0 

Fintech 4 13.3 

Others 2 6.7 

Role 
  

Finance Manager 12 40.0 
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Corporate Treasurer 10 33.3 

Compliance Officer 5 16.7 

Analyst 3 10.0 

Experience 
  

Less than 3 years 6 20.0 

3–7 years 14 46.7 

More than 7 years 10 33.3 

 

The respondents came from a diverse set of industries with banking and finance representing the largest segment at 33.3%. 

Most participants hold senior finance roles, with finance managers (40%) and corporate treasurers (33.3%) forming the 

majority, highlighting the relevance of their insights to corporate finance decisions. Experience-wise, nearly half (46.7%) 

have 3 to 7 years of professional exposure, while 33.3% have over seven years, suggesting a well-informed sample with 

practical knowledge about cryptocurrency adoption challenges. 

Table 2: Awareness Level of Regulatory Framework Governing Cryptocurrency in India 

Awareness Level Frequency Percentage (%) 

Very High 5 16.7 

High 12 40.0 

Moderate 8 26.7 

Low 4 13.3 

Very Low 1 3.3 
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The data reveals that a majority of respondents (56.7%) possess high or very high awareness of India’s cryptocurrency 

regulatory framework. Another 26.7% indicated moderate awareness, demonstrating general familiarity with current laws 

and guidelines. Only a small fraction (16.6%) reported low or very low awareness, suggesting most participants are 

sufficiently informed to provide meaningful perspectives on regulatory challenges, compliance, and risk factors. 

Table 3: Major Regulatory Barriers Identified by Respondents 

Regulatory Barrier Frequency Percentage (%) 

Lack of Clear Legal Status 14 46.7 

Taxation Ambiguity 7 23.3 

AML/KYC Compliance Issues 5 16.7 

Absence of Licensing Regime 3 10.0 

Lack of Investor Protection 1 3.3 

Very High
17%

High
40%

Moderate
27%

Low
13%

Very Low
3%

Awareness Level of Regulatory Framework Governing Cryptocurrency in 
India
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The most commonly cited barrier is the lack of clear legal status for cryptocurrencies (46.7%), emphasizing the uncertainty 

companies face when integrating crypto assets. Taxation ambiguity is the second major concern (23.3%), reflecting 

worries about compliance costs. AML/KYC challenges and the absence of a licensing framework also pose significant 

hurdles. Investor protection, while important, was the least frequently mentioned barrier, indicating a stronger focus on 

regulatory clarity and fiscal issues among corporates. 

Table 4: Perceptions of Legal and Financial Risks Associated with Cryptocurrency Use 

Risk Perception Level Frequency Percentage (%) 

Very High 9 30.0 

High 11 36.7 

Moderate 6 20.0 

Low 3 10.0 

Very Low 1 3.3 

Lack of Clear Legal Status
47%

Taxation Ambiguity
23%

AML/KYC Compliance Issues
17%

Absence of Licensing 
Regime

10%

Lack of Investor Protection
3%

Major Regulatory Barriers Identified by Respondents
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A majority of respondents (66.7%) perceive the legal and financial risks of cryptocurrency use as high or very high. This 

reflects strong concerns about regulatory compliance, potential penalties, and financial instability related to crypto assets. 

Only 13.3% view the risks as low or very low, suggesting cautious optimism among a minority. The moderate risk group 

(20%) indicates some degree of uncertainty or balanced perspectives on potential gains versus risks. 

Table 5: Impact of Regulatory Uncertainty on Cryptocurrency Adoption Intention 

Impact Level Frequency Percentage (%) 

Very Negative Impact 10 33.3 

Negative Impact 12 40.0 

Neutral 5 16.7 

Positive Impact 2 6.7 

Very Positive Impact 1 3.3 

Very High
30%

High
37%

Moderate
20%

Low
10%

Very Low
3%

Perceptions of Legal and Financial Risks Associated with Cryptocurrency 
Use
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Regulatory uncertainty strongly discourages cryptocurrency adoption, with 73.3% reporting a very negative or negative 

impact. This indicates that unclear or evolving regulations significantly inhibit corporate willingness to integrate crypto 

assets. Only a small minority (10%) perceive regulatory uncertainty as neutral or positive, highlighting the critical need 

for clear policies to improve adoption rates in Indian corporate finance. 

 

 

 

Table 6: Effect of Taxation Policies on Corporate Interest in Cryptocurrency 

Effect Level Frequency Percentage (%) 

Strongly Discouraging 13 43.3 

Discouraging 9 30.0 

Neutral 5 16.7 

Encouraging 2 6.7 

Strongly Encouraging 1 3.3 

Very Negative Impact
33%

Negative Impact
40%

Neutral
17%

Positive Impact
7%

Very Positive Impact
3%

Impact of Regulatory Uncertainty on Cryptocurrency Adoption Intention
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Taxation policies are perceived as a major deterrent, with 73.3% of respondents indicating that current tax rates and 

compliance complexities discourage corporate interest in cryptocurrencies. The flat 30% tax and TDS provisions 

contribute to this sentiment. A minority (10%) find taxation policies encouraging, possibly viewing crypto as a legitimate 

investment despite fiscal burdens. This suggests tax reforms could play a pivotal role in influencing corporate adoption. 

 

 

Table 7: Compliance Challenges Related to AML/KYC and Reporting Requirements 

Challenge Level Frequency Percentage (%) 

Very Challenging 8 26.7 

Challenging 11 36.7 

Moderate 7 23.3 

Slightly Challenging 3 10.0 

Not Challenging 1 3.3 

Strongly Discouraging
43%

Discouraging
30%

Neutral
17%

Encouraging
7%

Strongly Encouraging
3%

Effect of Taxation Policies on Corporate Interest in Cryptocurrency
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AML/KYC compliance is viewed as a significant operational challenge by 63.4% of respondents, indicating difficulties 

in meeting stringent anti-money laundering standards for cryptocurrency transactions. These challenges include 

transaction monitoring, identity verification, and reporting. Only a small fraction (13.3%) finds compliance to be a minor 

or non-issue, emphasizing the need for streamlined regulatory guidance and supportive compliance infrastructure. 

Table 8: Comparison of India’s Regulatory Environment with Selected International Frameworks 

Perception Frequency Percentage (%) 

India Less Favorable 17 56.7 

India Similar 8 26.7 

India More Favorable 5 16.6 

 

More than half the respondents (56.7%) perceive India’s regulatory environment as less favorable for cryptocurrency 

adoption compared to international benchmarks like the US, EU, and Singapore. A quarter view it as roughly similar, 
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while 16.6% believe India’s framework is more favorable. This perception underscores the urgency for India to evolve its 

regulatory policies to remain competitive in the global digital finance arena. 

Table 9: Corporate Strategies Adopted to Mitigate Regulatory Challenges 

Strategy Frequency Percentage (%) 

Partnering with Compliant Providers 13 43.3 

Investing in Legal Counsel 9 30.0 

Implementing Internal Controls 5 16.7 

Avoiding Cryptocurrency Use 3 10.0 

 

Corporates primarily rely on partnerships with compliant crypto service providers (43.3%) and legal counsel (30%) to 

navigate regulatory uncertainties. Internal controls are used by 16.7%, while a small portion (10%) chooses to avoid 

cryptocurrency altogether due to risk aversion. These strategies indicate proactive risk management amid an unclear 

regulatory climate, highlighting adaptation efforts. 

Table 10: Recommendations for Policy Reforms and Corporate Practices 

Recommendation Frequency Percentage (%) 

Clear Legal Classification 14 46.7 

Simplified Tax Regime 8 26.7 

AML/KYC Regulatory Guidance 5 16.7 

Investor Protection Measures 3 10.0 

Partnering with 
Compliant Providers

43%
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17%
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Use
10%
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Respondents prioritize clear legal classification (46.7%) as the foremost reform needed to foster corporate cryptocurrency 

adoption. Simplified taxation and AML/KYC guidance are also strongly advocated, accounting for over 40% of 

suggestions combined. Investor protection measures are important but rank lower, reflecting an emphasis on foundational 

regulatory clarity and fiscal reforms as critical enablers of growth in this domain. 

Hypotheses 

H1: Regulatory uncertainty has a significant negative impact on the adoption of cryptocurrencies in Indian 

corporate finance. 

Table 11: Correlation between Regulatory Uncertainty and Cryptocurrency Adoption Intention 

Response Category Frequency Percentage (%) 

Strong Negative Correlation 12 40.0 

Negative Correlation 10 33.3 

No Correlation 5 16.7 

Positive Correlation 2 6.7 

Strong Positive Correlation 1 3.3 
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The majority of respondents (73.3%) indicate a strong or moderate negative correlation between regulatory uncertainty 

and cryptocurrency adoption intention. This suggests that unclear or unstable regulations significantly discourage 

corporates from embracing cryptocurrencies in their finance operations. Only a small minority (10%) see a positive 

relationship, indicating that some believe uncertainty could potentially create unique opportunities. Overall, the data 

strongly supports the hypothesis that regulatory ambiguity is a major barrier to crypto adoption in Indian corporate finance. 

H2: High taxation and lack of deductibility of losses discourage Indian corporations from integrating 

cryptocurrencies into their financial operations. 

Table 12: Correlation between Taxation Burden (Including Non-Deductibility of Losses) and Corporate 

Cryptocurrency Integration 

Response Category Frequency Percentage (%) 

Strong Negative Correlation 14 46.7 

Negative Correlation 9 30.0 

No Correlation 4 13.3 

Positive Correlation 2 6.7 

Strong Positive Correlation 1 3.3 

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

Strong Negative Correlation
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No Correlation
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Most respondents (76.7%) perceive a strong or moderate negative correlation between taxation burden and corporate 

cryptocurrency integration. High taxes, including the lack of deductibility of losses, are seen as significant disincentives 

for adoption. The minority who see no or positive correlation (20%) may believe that taxation policies could formalize 

and legitimize crypto activities over time. This finding aligns with the hypothesis that taxation policies currently act as a 

barrier to wider corporate cryptocurrency use. 

H3: Indian corporations are more likely to adopt cryptocurrencies if a clear and stable regulatory framework is 

implemented. 

Table 13: Correlation between Perceived Regulatory Clarity/Stability and Likelihood of Cryptocurrency Adoption 

Response Category Frequency Percentage (%) 

Strong Positive Correlation 15 50.0 

Positive Correlation 10 33.3 

No Correlation 3 10.0 

Negative Correlation 1 3.3 

Strong Negative Correlation 1 3.3 

Strong Negative 
Correlation

47%

Negative Correlation
30%

No Correlation
13%

Positive Correlation
7%

Strong Positive 
Correlation

3%

Correlation between Taxation Burden (Including Non-Deductibility of Losses) 
and Corporate Cryptocurrency Integration
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A clear majority of respondents (83.3%) report a strong or moderate positive correlation between regulatory 

clarity/stability and the likelihood of cryptocurrency adoption. This indicates that firms are more willing to integrate 

cryptocurrencies when the regulatory environment is predictable and well-defined. Very few respondents perceive a 

negative correlation. This data confirms the hypothesis that regulatory clarity and stability are crucial enablers of 

cryptocurrency adoption in Indian corporate finance. 

LIMITATION OF THE STUDY 

While this study offers valuable insights into the regulatory challenges of cryptocurrency adoption in corporate finance in 

India, it is subject to certain limitations that should be acknowledged. 

Firstly, the sample size of 30 participants, though sufficient for preliminary analysis, limits the generalizability of the 

findings. The relatively small number may not fully represent the diverse perspectives across different industries, company 

sizes, and geographic regions within India. Future studies with larger and more varied samples would provide a broader 

and more representative understanding. 

Secondly, the study primarily relies on self-reported data collected through surveys and interviews, which may be 

influenced by respondent bias. Participants might have provided socially desirable answers or underreported challenges 

due to concerns over confidentiality or reputational risk. This could affect the accuracy of perceptions related to regulatory 

barriers, risks, and corporate strategies. 

Thirdly, the fast-evolving nature of cryptocurrency regulations poses a challenge. The study captures a snapshot of 

regulatory conditions and corporate perceptions at a particular point in time, but ongoing policy changes, judicial rulings, 

and market developments may rapidly alter the landscape. This temporal limitation means that findings may become 

outdated as new regulations emerge or enforcement practices shift. 
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34%

No Correlation
10%

Negative Correlation
3%
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Additionally, the study focuses primarily on regulatory and taxation aspects, with limited exploration of technological, 

operational, and market-driven factors influencing cryptocurrency adoption. A more holistic approach incorporating these 

dimensions could yield deeper insights. 

Finally, comparative analysis with international regulatory frameworks is based largely on secondary data and respondent 

perceptions, which may not fully capture the complexity and contextual differences of foreign markets. 

Acknowledging these limitations provides a foundation for more comprehensive future research and careful interpretation 

of the study’s conclusions. 

 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

I Conclusion 

The present study examined the regulatory challenges surrounding the adoption of cryptocurrencies in corporate finance 

in India through a survey of 30 corporate finance professionals. The findings address the key research objectives and 

hypotheses, providing a comprehensive understanding of the current landscape, perceptions, and possible future directions 

for regulatory and corporate frameworks. 

1. Key Regulatory Challenges Affecting Cryptocurrency Adoption in Corporate Finance 

The study identified several critical regulatory challenges impacting the adoption of cryptocurrencies by Indian corporates. 

Table 3, which captured major regulatory barriers as perceived by respondents, highlighted regulatory uncertainty as the 

most prominent challenge, reported by 40% of participants. This finding aligns closely with the quantitative correlation 

results (Table 11), where 73.3% of respondents indicated a strong or moderate negative impact of regulatory ambiguity 

on adoption intentions. 

Other significant barriers include lack of clear licensing regimes (26.7%), concerns around anti-money laundering (AML) 

and know-your-customer (KYC) compliance (16.7%), and taxation complexities (13.3%). These regulatory hurdles reflect 

a fragmented and evolving legal framework that complicates firms' attempts to incorporate cryptocurrencies into treasury 

and investment functions. 

Respondents further elaborated that the absence of an explicit statutory framework creates an environment where 

corporate treasurers face operational risks, reputational concerns, and legal uncertainties. The inconsistent enforcement 

practices and retroactive rule changes exacerbate these challenges, causing firms to adopt a cautious stance or delay digital 

asset integration altogether. 

2. Perceptions of Risks and Benefits of Cryptocurrency Integration  

The study further investigated how corporate finance professionals perceive the risks and potential advantages of 

cryptocurrency adoption (Table 4). A significant majority (70%) recognized legal and financial risks such as price 

volatility, regulatory sanctions, and fraud as critical deterrents. These perceptions correspond to concerns about market 
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integrity, investor protection, and operational risk stemming from unregulated or loosely regulated crypto exchanges and 

DeFi platforms. 

Nevertheless, a substantial proportion of respondents (53.3%) also acknowledged the potential benefits of cryptocurrency 

use, including improved transaction efficiency, faster settlement cycles, and innovative hedging tools. The survey 

reflected an awareness of blockchain’s promise in enhancing liquidity management and broadening access to capital 

markets via tokenization and initial coin offerings (ICOs). 

However, the risk-benefit assessment by corporates remains heavily influenced by the regulatory environment. The 

perceived absence of investor protection frameworks and standard disclosure norms raises concerns over fraud and market 

manipulation, which many respondents viewed as fundamental obstacles. 

These mixed perceptions illustrate a cautious optimism among corporate finance professionals — recognizing the 

transformational potential of cryptocurrencies but constrained by legal and operational uncertainties. 

3. Impact of Tax and Compliance Policies on Corporate Interest in Cryptocurrency 

Taxation and compliance policies emerged as pivotal factors shaping corporate attitudes toward cryptocurrency, as 

detailed in Table 6 and corroborated by the correlational analysis in Table 12. Approximately 76.7% of respondents 

indicated that high taxation rates (30% flat tax) and lack of deductibility of losses exert a strong negative influence on 

corporate interest and adoption. 

Respondents expressed that the flat tax regime, combined with the 1% Tax Deducted at Source (TDS) on transfers, 

increases the cost of capital and reduces the attractiveness of cryptocurrencies as treasury instruments. Many corporate 

finance professionals pointed out that these tax policies hinder strategic planning by complicating profit and loss 

accounting and discouraging long-term holdings. 

Moreover, compliance with AML/KYC regulations and transaction monitoring (Table 7) was identified as a demanding 

requirement. The pseudonymous nature of cryptocurrencies complicates tracing illicit funds, placing an additional burden 

on corporate treasurers to implement sophisticated compliance mechanisms. Frequent changes in reporting standards and 

lack of clear guidelines were cited as creating uncertainty and operational inefficiencies. 

These findings underscore the urgent need for tax clarity and streamlined compliance frameworks that balance 

enforcement with facilitation of legitimate corporate crypto use. 

4. Comparison of India’s Regulatory Environment with Global Standards and Best Practices 

The comparative analysis (Table 8) between India's regulatory framework and selected international models revealed 

significant gaps and opportunities. Respondents rated India’s environment as less clear, more punitive, and less supportive 

relative to jurisdictions like the United States, Singapore, and Switzerland, which have more defined licensing regimes, 

investor protection mechanisms, and innovation-friendly policies. 

Specifically, global best practices identified include: 

• Clear statutory frameworks and licensing regimes for crypto intermediaries 
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• Differentiated tax treatment that accounts for various types of crypto income (trading, staking, mining) 

• Robust AML/KYC protocols combined with technology-enabled compliance tools 

• Market integrity safeguards, including surveillance and disclosure requirements akin to traditional 

securities markets 

Indian respondents highlighted that while RBI and SEBI have begun policy dialogues, the absence of comprehensive 

legislation creates a vacuum that hinders corporate experimentation and investor confidence. The lack of harmonization 

among different regulatory authorities further complicates the ecosystem. 

Adopting elements of international best practices could help India reduce regulatory fragmentation, increase clarity, and 

boost the credibility of its cryptocurrency framework. 

5. Corporate Strategies and Recommendations for Policy Reforms 

Despite the regulatory challenges, corporates are adopting various strategies to mitigate risks and position themselves for 

future regulatory clarity, as shown in Table 9. The majority (60%) reported reliance on partnerships with compliant crypto 

service providers, while others emphasized enhanced internal compliance protocols and cautious incremental investment 

in tokenized assets. 

Table 10 captured key recommendations, highlighting the need for: 

• Establishment of a clear, unified regulatory framework with defined roles for RBI, SEBI, and the Ministry 

of Finance 

• Tax reforms that differentiate between types of cryptocurrency income and enable loss deductions 

• Development of a licensing regime for crypto intermediaries that balances innovation and consumer 

protection 

• Enhanced AML/KYC standards supported by technology 

• Increased investor protection mechanisms, including mandatory disclosures and surveillance to prevent 

fraud and market manipulation 

Corporate respondents emphasized that these reforms would reduce uncertainty, lower operational risks, and unlock the 

full potential of blockchain technologies for corporate finance. 

6. Testing of Hypotheses 

The three hypotheses formulated were tested through correlation analysis and supported by the survey data: 

• H1: Regulatory uncertainty has a significant negative impact on the adoption of cryptocurrencies 

in Indian corporate finance. 
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Supported strongly by the findings. Over 73% of respondents agreed that regulatory ambiguity negatively affects adoption 

intention (Table 11). This confirms that uncertainty leads to risk aversion among corporates, hindering crypto integration. 

• H2: High taxation and lack of deductibility of losses discourage Indian corporations from 

integrating cryptocurrencies into their financial operations. 

Confirmed by the data in Table 12, where 76.7% of respondents reported a negative correlation between taxation burdens 

and crypto adoption. Tax policies are perceived as a key disincentive that increases costs and reduces market participation. 

• H3: Indian corporations are more likely to adopt cryptocurrencies if a clear and stable regulatory 

framework is implemented. 

Supported by Table 13, showing that 83.3% of participants perceive a strong or moderate positive correlation between 

regulatory clarity and adoption likelihood. This highlights the crucial role of stable, transparent policy in enabling 

corporate crypto uptake. 

The findings clearly depict a regulatory environment that is still evolving and marked by considerable ambiguity, which 

poses significant challenges to cryptocurrency adoption in Indian corporate finance. While professionals recognize the 

transformative potential of blockchain technologies, the absence of clear policies on licensing, taxation, AML/KYC 

compliance, and investor protection leads to cautious corporate behavior. 

Taxation policies, especially the flat 30% tax and non-deductibility of losses, further dampen enthusiasm and complicate 

strategic use of digital assets. Comparisons with global frameworks reveal that India lags behind in providing a supportive 

and innovation-friendly regulatory ecosystem. 

Corporate respondents have adopted pragmatic approaches such as collaborating with compliant intermediaries and 

enhancing compliance capacities, but they call for comprehensive policy reforms to reduce uncertainty and create a 

balanced environment that fosters innovation while safeguarding financial stability. 

This study validates the core hypotheses, emphasizing that regulatory clarity, tax reforms, and robust compliance 

frameworks are critical to unlocking the benefits of cryptocurrency in corporate finance. Policymakers should consider 

these findings to craft regulations that empower corporates to leverage digital assets safely and effectively, thereby 

contributing to India’s emergence as a leading digital economy. 

II Recommendation 

Based on the comprehensive analysis of regulatory challenges, perceptions, and corporate strategies, the following 

recommendations are proposed to facilitate the safer and more efficient adoption of cryptocurrencies in corporate finance 

within India: 

1. Establish a Clear and Unified Regulatory Framework 

A primary recommendation is for Indian regulatory authorities, including the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Securities and 

Exchange Board of India (SEBI), and Ministry of Finance, to collaboratively develop a clear, unified legal framework 

governing cryptocurrencies. This framework should define the legal status of digital assets, licensing requirements for 
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crypto intermediaries, and the permissible scope of corporate cryptocurrency activities. Clarity and coherence will reduce 

regulatory uncertainty, enabling corporates to make informed investment decisions and integrate cryptocurrencies with 

confidence. 

2. Reform Taxation Policies for Digital Assets 

Tax policies should be recalibrated to promote fairness and encourage legitimate corporate participation in the crypto 

market. Specifically, the government could consider: 

• Differentiating tax treatment for various types of crypto income, such as trading gains, long-term 

holdings, mining, and staking rewards. 

• Allowing deductibility of cryptocurrency-related losses to align with traditional capital market practices. 

• Rationalizing the 1% Tax Deducted at Source (TDS) to balance revenue interests with the need to 

maintain liquidity and reduce compliance burdens. 

Such reforms will reduce the financial disincentives currently impeding corporate adoption and facilitate accurate 

bookkeeping and tax compliance. 

3. Strengthen AML/KYC Compliance with Technology Integration 

Given the pseudonymous nature of cryptocurrencies, it is vital to implement robust AML and KYC standards supported 

by advanced technologies such as blockchain analytics and AI-powered transaction monitoring. Regulatory guidelines 

should clearly define reporting obligations and support corporates in adopting scalable compliance solutions. This will 

help combat illicit activities while minimizing operational complexities for businesses. 

4. Enhance Investor Protection and Market Integrity Measures 

To build trust in crypto markets, regulators should enforce disclosure norms, surveillance mechanisms, and anti-

manipulation rules comparable to traditional securities markets. Mandatory transparency requirements for token issuances 

and exchanges will safeguard corporate investors against fraud and insider trading, enabling safer token-based fundraising 

and treasury diversification. 

5. Foster Industry-Regulator Collaboration and Capacity Building 

Finally, ongoing dialogue between regulators and the corporate sector should be institutionalized through working groups 

and public consultations. This will ensure that policies evolve in line with market realities and technological innovation. 

Additionally, capacity-building initiatives to educate corporate finance professionals about regulatory developments and 

best practices will empower more informed adoption. 

By implementing these recommendations, India can strike a balance between fostering innovation and maintaining 

financial stability, ultimately unlocking the full potential of cryptocurrencies to transform corporate finance. 
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 II.1 Managerial Recommendation 

Corporate managers seeking to navigate the complexities of cryptocurrency adoption in India’s evolving regulatory 

environment should focus on strategic, compliance-oriented, and risk-aware approaches to maximize benefits while 

minimizing uncertainties. 

1. Prioritize Regulatory Compliance and Due Diligence 

Managers must stay updated on the latest regulatory developments from the RBI, SEBI, and tax authorities to ensure full 

compliance with current laws. Investing in comprehensive due diligence processes, including enhanced KYC and AML 

checks when dealing with crypto transactions, will help avoid legal pitfalls and reputational risks. Collaborating with 

trusted and regulated crypto service providers can further mitigate compliance challenges. 

2. Develop Clear Internal Policies and Risk Management Frameworks 

To integrate cryptocurrencies responsibly, corporations should design internal governance frameworks that define roles, 

responsibilities, and approval processes for crypto-related transactions. Establishing limits on exposure, monitoring 

volatility risks, and setting contingency plans for regulatory changes will help protect corporate financial health. Regular 

risk assessments focused on cyber threats, fraud, and market manipulation are essential. 

3. Leverage Technology for Transparency and Control 

Adopting advanced blockchain analytics and transaction monitoring tools can enhance transparency and control over 

crypto assets. Managers should encourage their finance and treasury teams to embrace technology that supports real-time 

tracking, auditing, and reporting, aligning with regulatory expectations and improving operational efficiency. 

4. Engage in Active Dialogue with Regulators and Industry Bodies 

Proactive engagement with regulatory bodies and industry associations will keep managers informed about emerging 

guidelines and provide opportunities to influence policymaking. Participation in consultations and forums also enables 

sharing of best practices and collaborative problem-solving. 

5. Educate and Train Key Personnel 

Given the technical and regulatory complexities surrounding cryptocurrencies, ongoing education and training programs 

for finance professionals are vital. Building internal expertise will empower teams to make informed decisions, navigate 

compliance, and exploit crypto-enabled financial innovations effectively. 

By implementing these managerial strategies, corporations can better position themselves to harness the transformative 

potential of cryptocurrencies while safeguarding against regulatory and operational risks in the Indian market. 

 II.2 Future Research  

The regulatory landscape surrounding cryptocurrency adoption in corporate finance in India remains dynamic and 

complex, presenting fertile ground for future scholarly inquiry. While this study has provided valuable insights into the 
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key regulatory challenges, perceptions, and strategies adopted by corporate professionals, several avenues remain open 

for deeper exploration. 

Firstly, future research could expand the scope by incorporating a larger and more diverse sample of corporate 

respondents, including different industries, company sizes, and geographic locations. Such an approach would help 

capture a broader spectrum of experiences and attitudes towards cryptocurrency adoption and provide more generalizable 

findings. It would also allow for comparative analyses between sectors that may have varying degrees of exposure or 

regulatory scrutiny, such as banking, manufacturing, and technology. 

Secondly, longitudinal studies would be particularly useful to examine how evolving regulations and market developments 

influence corporate behavior over time. Tracking changes in adoption rates, risk perceptions, and compliance practices as 

new policies emerge or judicial rulings are handed down would offer a dynamic perspective on the interplay between 

regulation and corporate finance innovation. This approach could also reveal how firms adjust their strategies in response 

to regulatory uncertainty or clarity. 

Moreover, qualitative research methods, such as in-depth case studies or interviews with key decision-makers, could 

provide richer contextual understanding of how corporate treasurers and finance managers perceive and operationalize 

cryptocurrency within their organizations. These studies could uncover nuanced barriers or enablers that quantitative 

surveys might overlook, such as internal organizational culture, leadership attitudes, or technological readiness. 

Future research should also consider the impact of emerging blockchain applications beyond cryptocurrencies, such as 

decentralized finance (DeFi), non-fungible tokens (NFTs), and tokenization of real-world assets, on corporate finance 

practices. These innovations raise additional regulatory questions and operational challenges that merit focused academic 

attention, especially in the Indian regulatory context. 

Finally, comparative international research examining the effectiveness of various regulatory frameworks in facilitating 

safe and efficient crypto adoption can provide valuable lessons for India. Cross-country analyses could identify best 

practices and pitfalls, helping policymakers design balanced regulations that promote innovation while safeguarding 

financial stability and investor protection. 

In summary, continued research in these areas will contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of the evolving role 

of cryptocurrencies in corporate finance, ultimately guiding regulators, practitioners, and scholars in navigating this 

rapidly changing financial frontier. 
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APPENDICES 

Annexure 1: Survey Questionnaire 

Section 1: Demographic Profile 

1. Which industry do you currently work in? 

o Banking & Finance 

o IT & Software 

o Manufacturing 

o Fintech 

o Others (Please specify): ___________ 

2. What is your current role? 

o Finance Manager 

o Corporate Treasurer 

o Compliance Officer 

o Analyst 

3. How many years of professional experience do you have? 

o Less than 3 years 

o 3 – 7 years 

o More than 7 years 

Section 2: Awareness and Perceptions 

4. How would you rate your awareness of the regulatory framework governing cryptocurrency in 

India? 

o Very High 

o High 

o Moderate 

o Low 

o Very Low 

5. Which of the following do you consider the major regulatory barriers to cryptocurrency adoption 

in India? (Select one) 

o Lack of Clear Legal Status 
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o Taxation Ambiguity 

o AML/KYC Compliance Issues 

o Absence of Licensing Regime 

o Lack of Investor Protection 

6. What is your perception of the legal and financial risks associated with the use of 

cryptocurrency? 

o Very High 

o High 

o Moderate 

o Low 

o Very Low 

Section 3: Impact of Regulations 

7. How does regulatory uncertainty affect your intention or your organization’s intention to adopt 

cryptocurrencies? 

o Very Negative Impact 

o Negative Impact 

o Neutral 

o Positive Impact 

o Very Positive Impact 

8. How do current taxation policies impact corporate interest in cryptocurrency? 

o Strongly Discouraging 

o Discouraging 

o Neutral 

o Encouraging 

o Strongly Encouraging 

9. How challenging are AML/KYC compliance and reporting requirements related to 

cryptocurrency? 

o Very Challenging 

o Challenging 

o Moderate 

o Slightly Challenging 

o Not Challenging 

Section 4: Comparative and Strategic Views 

10. Compared to selected international regulatory frameworks (e.g., US, EU, Singapore), how do you 

perceive India’s regulatory environment for cryptocurrencies? 

o India Less Favorable 

o India Similar 

o India More Favorable 

11. Which corporate strategies has your organization adopted to mitigate regulatory challenges 

related to cryptocurrency? (Select one) 

o Partnering with Compliant Providers 

o Investing in Legal Counsel 

o Implementing Internal Controls 

o Avoiding Cryptocurrency Use 
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Section 5: Policy Recommendations 

12. What policy reforms or corporate practices do you recommend to improve cryptocurrency 

adoption in India? (Select one) 

o Clear Legal Classification 

o Simplified Tax Regime 

o AML/KYC Regulatory Guidance 

o Investor Protection Measures 

Section 6: Correlations (Agreement/Perceptions) 

13. To what extent do you agree with the statement: Regulatory uncertainty has a significant negative 

impact on the adoption of cryptocurrencies in Indian corporate finance? 

o Strong Negative Correlation 

o Negative Correlation 

o No Correlation 

o Positive Correlation 

o Strong Positive Correlation 

14. To what extent do you agree with the statement: High taxation and lack of deductibility of losses 

discourage Indian corporations from integrating cryptocurrencies? 

o Strong Negative Correlation 

o Negative Correlation 

o No Correlation 

o Positive Correlation 

o Strong Positive Correlation 

15. To what extent do you agree with the statement: Indian corporations are more likely to adopt 

cryptocurrencies if a clear and stable regulatory framework is implemented? 

o Strong Positive Correlation 

o Positive Correlation 

o No Correlation 

o Negative Correlation 

Annexure 2: Summary of Survey Responses 
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Annexure 3: Case Study Summary – WazirX 

Overview of the Company: 

WazirX, founded in 2018 and headquartered in Mumbai, is one of India's leading cryptocurrency exchanges. Acquired by 

the global blockchain firm Binance in 2019, WazirX offers a platform for trading various digital assets including Bitcoin, 

Ethereum, and several altcoins. As a pioneer in India’s digital currency space, WazirX has been at the forefront of both 

innovation and regulatory friction. 

Context of the Case: 

WazirX emerged during a period of ambiguity in India’s regulatory approach to cryptocurrencies. Initially, the Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI) issued a circular in 2018 barring banks from providing services to crypto-related businesses. This 

severely impacted WazirX’s operations, making it difficult to process fiat currency transactions. However, in 2020, the 

Supreme Court of India overturned the RBI’s ban, allowing exchanges like WazirX to resume normal operations. 

Regulatory Challenges Faced: 

Despite the relief, WazirX’s journey has continued to be riddled with compliance and legal hurdles. In 2021, the 

Enforcement Directorate (ED) launched an investigation into WazirX for allegedly facilitating money laundering through 

crypto transactions. The platform was accused of failing to conduct proper KYC (Know Your Customer) verification and 

enabling cross-border transactions without adequate oversight. 

This triggered a freeze on its bank accounts, leading to liquidity issues and a temporary halt in some operations. WazirX 

maintained that it complied with Indian laws and cooperated fully with authorities, but the incident highlighted the absence 

of a clear legal framework governing crypto exchanges in India. 

Impact on Corporate Strategy: 

Due to these events, WazirX shifted its focus toward increasing transparency and implementing more robust AML/KYC 

protocols. It partnered with blockchain forensic firms to improve transaction tracking and began actively engaging with 

regulators to establish standardized compliance norms. The company also introduced self-regulatory mechanisms, such 

as a proof-of-reserves audit, to rebuild user trust. 

Moreover, WazirX launched educational initiatives under the "India Wants Crypto" campaign to raise awareness about 

the benefits and safe use of cryptocurrencies. The platform diversified its offerings by enabling peer-to-peer (P2P) trading 

and facilitating decentralized finance (DeFi) integration, while carefully navigating regulatory grey areas. 

Insights and Lessons: 

The WazirX case underscores the critical importance of regulatory clarity for corporate players in the cryptocurrency 

sector. In the absence of specific legislation, companies are exposed to legal interpretations that can severely impact 

business continuity. The case also shows that corporate adaptability, proactive compliance measures, and engagement 

with policymakers can help mitigate risks in a volatile regulatory environment. 
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WazirX’s experience reflects the broader challenges faced by Indian corporations engaging with cryptocurrencies. While 

the company has demonstrated resilience and innovation in the face of regulatory uncertainty, its journey highlights the 

urgent need for structured guidelines to foster responsible growth in India’s crypto-financial ecosystem. This case 

exemplifies how regulation, if balanced correctly, can become a catalyst rather than a constraint for digital financial 

innovation. 

Annexure 4: Glossary of Key Terms 

Term Definition 

Cryptocurrency A digital or virtual currency that uses cryptography for security and operates on 

decentralized blockchain technology. 

Corporate Finance The area of finance dealing with sources of funding, capital structuring, and investment 

decisions within corporations. 

Regulatory Framework A system of rules, laws, and guidelines established by authorities to govern financial 

and economic activities. 

Taxation Policy Government regulations regarding the imposition of taxes on income, transactions, or 

assets. 

Anti-Money Laundering 

(AML) 

Procedures and laws designed to prevent criminals from disguising illegally obtained 

funds as legitimate income. 

Know Your Customer 

(KYC) 

Regulatory process used by financial institutions to verify the identity of their clients. 

Decentralized Finance 

(DeFi) 

Financial services built on blockchain technology that operate without centralized 

intermediaries. 

Tokenization The process of converting rights to an asset into a digital token on a blockchain. 

Regulatory Uncertainty The lack of clarity or predictability regarding the rules governing a particular industry 

or activity. 

Initial Coin Offering (ICO) A fundraising method where new cryptocurrencies or tokens are sold to investors to 

raise capital. 
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