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Abstract 

Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go offers a poignant dystopian narrative that reconceptualizes the human body as a focal point 

of biomedical innovation and ethical debate. Set in a society where clones are produced exclusively for organ donation, the 

novel explores the moral complexities that include medical progress and its effects on identity, autonomy, and the essence 

of humanity. This paper investigates the ethical implications of the narrative through the lens of medical humanities, 

emphasizing the transplanting of the organs of the body and the dehumanizing repercussions of utilitarian bioethics. 

 The analysis delves into the character's real experiences, interpersonal connections, and internal conflicts and reveals the 

integration between scientific advancement and personal dignity. Ishiguro’s intricate depiction of the clones’ resignation to 

their destinies prompts essential inquiries regarding consent, exploitation, and the societal frameworks that render ethical 

violations acceptable. By examining the narrative’s relationship with bioethical theories, this paper highlights the novel’s 

significance in current discussions surrounding cloning, organ transplantation, and the ethical limits of life sciences. 

  To conclude, this research posits that Never Let Me Go functions as a cautionary narrative, compelling readers to 

contemplate the ramifications of unregulated biomedical advancements and the ethical obligations they impose. The study 

illustrates how literature serves as a distinctive medium to critique the socio-political aspects of medicine, underscoring the 

necessity of preserving humanity and compassion amid scientific progress. 

Keywords: Dystopian narrative, medical humanities, cloning, organ donation, ethical implications, humanity, scientific 

advancement. 

Introduction 

 

  The novel Never Let Me Go presents a profound examination of a dystopian future in which clones are specifically 

created for the donation of organs. The narrative's depth is evident in its emphasis on these clones' psychological and emotional 

experiences, rather than the operational aspects of the dystopian from framework . By portraying the human body as a vessel 

of identity and Ishiguro's commodity for exploitation, Ishiguro compels the readers to confront the critical issues such as 

autonomy, personhood, and ethical considerations. This paper aims to analyse Ishiguro’s adaptation methods of the 
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commercialization of the body and the moral ramifications of medical progress that obscure the distinction between humanity 

and utility.  

 Never Let Me Go depicts a society that institutionalizes the dehumanization and commodification of the clones. These human 

beings are engineered solely for organ donation that exists within a sheltered environment, conditioned from a young age to 

accept their predetermined destinies. Hailsham, the boarding school that serves as a primary setting for much of the narrative, 

encapsulates this tension between care and control. The clones are nurtured and encouraged to cultivate artistic abilities, that 

appear to affirm their humanity, while simultaneously being groomed for a future that strips them of the basic rights and 

freedoms granted to the "originals." This dual function of education—both to humanize and to dehumanize—constitutes a 

central paradox within the story. 

Ishiguro’s depiction of clones underscores the conflict between personal identity and societal function. The narrator, Kathy 

H., shares her memories with a deep sense of nostalgia and acceptance, reflecting on her connections with Tommy and Ruth, 

as well as the transient happiness and unavoidable sorrows of their intertwined existence. Her storytelling encourages the 

readers to empathize with the clones, thereby questioning the ethical principles of a system that treats individuals as mere 

commodities. The nuance of Ishiguro’s critique is found in his capacity to elicit profound emotional reactions without explicit 

moralizing, enabling the readers to form their own opinions regarding the society that is portrayed in the narrative.  

The ethical challenges presented in Never Let Me Go significantly resonate with modern discussions on biotechnology, 

cloning, and organ donation. As scientific progress expands the limits of possibility, the moral ramifications of such 

advancements become increasingly pressing. Ishiguro’s work acts as a cautionary narrative, prompting readers to reflect on 

the potential repercussions of favoring utilitarian results over the inherent worth of human life. The novel compels the audience 

to reconsider the ethical framework that shapes medical and scientific endeavors by blurring the distinctions between humanity 

and utility. 

The novel's examination of autonomy and consent prompts significant inquiries regarding free will and the influence of 

societal conditioning. The clones' resigned acceptance of their predetermined destiny illustrates a deep-seated internalization 

of the societal norms imposed upon them, reflecting real-world examples of systemic oppression and exploitation. Ishiguro's 

intricate portrayal of their psychological and emotional challenges highlights the complexity of these ethical dilemmas, 

underscoring the necessity for empathy and a reassessment of societal values. This paper intends to explore how Ishiguro 

critiques the commodification of the human body and the ethical ramifications of medical advancements that obscure the 

distinction between humanity and utility. By investigating the novel's themes, character interactions, and socio-political 

backdrop, this study seeks to illuminate the moral ambiguities reflected in a society that prioritizes progress over individual 

dignity. Through this examination, the paper will contend that Never Let Me Go not only provides a poignant critique of 

dystopian medicine but also serves as a crucial reminder of the ethical obligations that comprise scientific and technological 

advancements. 

 Reconceptualizing the Body  

Commodification and Identity In Never Let Me Go, the human body is redefined as a mere source of organs, effectively 

erasing the individuality of the clones. Hailsham, as a microcosm of the broader societal framework, both nurtures and 
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dehumanizes its students. Kathy H., the narrator, reflects on her past with a keen awareness of her predetermined fate, 

highlighting the conflict between personal identity and systemic exploitation. This commodification of the body exemplifies 

Michel Foucault’s notion of biopower, where bodies are regulated and controlled for the benefit of society. The curriculum at 

Hailsham, which emphasizes art and creativity, functions as a means to humanize the clones while simultaneously reinforcing 

their ultimate purpose. Art emerges as a paradoxical emblem—both a celebration of individuality and a mechanism for 

objectification. 

Ethical Challenges in Medical Progress The dystopian setting of the novel prompts significant ethical inquiries regarding the 

boundaries of medical innovation. In a culture that values the health and longevity of the "originals" above that of clones, 

Ishiguro critiques the utilitarian rationale that supports such disparities. The characters' passive resignation to their destinies 

illustrates a moral numbness towards systemic injustice, urging readers to reflect on their own complicity in similar real-world 

issues. Philosophical discussions about the sanctity of life, individual autonomy, and the ethics surrounding cloning resonate 

deeply within the narrative. Ishiguro’s depiction of the clones’ acceptance can be seen as a critique of societal conditioning 

that renders exploitation acceptable, echoing Hannah Arendt’s notion of the “banality of evil.” The societal apathy towards 

the clones’ humanity parallels current ethical challenges in organ trafficking, genetic manipulation, and the commercialization 

of healthcare. The clones’ passive acceptance of their circumstances serves as a profound commentary on moral 

desensitization to systemic injustice. Characters such as Kathy, Tommy, and Ruth are conditioned from an early age to 

embrace their predetermined roles without question. This acceptance highlights the influence of social conditioning in 

normalizing exploitation and dehumanization, compelling readers to recognize how easily societies can become complicit in 

ethical violations. Ishiguro’s depiction of their compliance can be analyzed through the framework of Hannah Arendt’s 

“banality of evil,” which describes the unthinking participation in morally objectionable systems. The clones’ inability to 

envision an alternative to their fates reflects how individuals in real-life situations can be socialized to view injustice as 

unavoidable or even justified. 

The societal apathy towards the humanity of clones highlights urgent ethical challenges relevant to contemporary discourse. 

The exploitation of their bodies for medical purposes echoes current issues such as organ trafficking, genetic manipulation, 

and the commercialization of healthcare. Ishiguro’s narrative prompts readers to reflect on the moral consequences of treating 

life as a commodity and reducing individuals to mere instruments of utility. The struggles faced by the clones also mirror 

ongoing discussions regarding the sanctity of life and personal autonomy within medical ethics. By stripping the clones of 

any significant control over their own bodies, the society depicted in Never Let Me Go starkly reveals the repercussions of 

prioritizing collective benefit over individual rights. Philosophical discussions surrounding cloning, bioethics, and the 

boundaries of scientific intervention find a profound expression in Ishiguro’s work. The clones are not depicted as radical 

outsiders but as deeply human characters whose aspirations, anxieties, and connections are strikingly relatable. This 

humanization of the clones intensifies the tragedy of their exploitation, compelling readers to examine the ethical limits of 

scientific advancement. Ishiguro’s nuanced yet powerful critique of a society that undermines the ethical principles of 

humanity urges readers to consider their own roles in similar systems of exploitation. By establishing connections between 

the fictional realm of Never Let Me Go and real-world practices, Ishiguro’s narrative serves as a poignant reflection on the 

costs of progress and the ethical obligations of individuals and societies alike. The socio-political dimensions within Never 

Let Me Go mirror larger societal structures that sustain inequality and dehumanization. Through the establishment of a 
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segregated class of clones, Ishiguro critiques hierarchical systems that marginalize specific groups for the advantage of others. 

The clones’ absence of agency and their systematic suppression resonate with both historical and contemporary forms of 

oppression, from slavery to modern-day injustices. 

Ishiguro’s depiction of education as a mechanism of control highlights the subtle yet pervasive influence of ideology in 

sustaining systemic inequalities. Hailsham, the boarding school designed for the clones, superficially promotes creativity and 

self-expression, prioritizing art and culture as indicators of humanity. This focus, however, is inherently contradictory, as it 

ultimately reinforces the clones’ objectification as commodities. By urging the clones to create art, the system fosters a 

deceptive sense of individuality and value, while concurrently reducing their existence to a mere utilitarian function. This 

complexity reveals the role of cultural and educational institutions in perpetuating structural violence. Instead of empowering 

the clones, Hailsham’s educational framework deepens their subjugation, instilling in them a sense of purpose that aligns with 

the interests of their oppressors. The novel’s examination of education as an ideological tool broadens into a critique of how 

societal institutions manipulate individuals into accepting systemic inequalities. By framing creativity as a fundamental aspect 

of humanity, Hailsham’s educational system obscures the dehumanization of the clones, rendering them complicit in their 

own exploitation. This manipulation mirrors real-world situations where marginalized communities are conditioned to accept 

their subordinate status through ideological indoctrination. For example, educational and cultural frameworks frequently act 

as instruments to sustain class disparities, racial hierarchies, and gender inequalities, subtly instilling the notion that such 

divisions are natural or unavoidable. 

Ishiguro’s portrayal of the clones’ constrained agency compels readers to consider the ethical implications of systemic 

oppression. The clones are conditioned to passively accept their predetermined destinies, akin to individuals in real-world 

hierarchical structures who are socialized to conform to their roles within an unjust system. The chilling absence of rebellion 

or overt defiance among the clones highlights the effectiveness of ideological control in suppressing even the potential for 

dissent. This silent compliance serves as a poignant reminder of how power operates not only through overt coercion but also 

through the internalization of prevailing ideologies. In conclusion, Never Let Me Go presents a compelling critique of socio-

political frameworks that sustain inequality and dehumanization. By illustrating a dystopian world where clones are 

systematically marginalized and silenced, Ishiguro draws attention to the mechanisms of oppression that have historically 

shaped and continue to influence human experiences. The novel’s emphasis on education and cultural institutions as 

instruments of control underscores the insidious role of ideology in perpetuating systemic inequities, prompting readers to 

reflect on the ethical ramifications of complicity and silence in the face of structural violence. Ishiguro’s narrative challenges 

us to confront uncomfortable realities about our own society, where similar patterns of exploitation and dehumanization 

endure, often obscured by the facade of progress and civilization. Emotional and Psychological Dimensions At its essence, 

Never Let Me Go is a profoundly emotional narrative that highlights the psychological effects of systemic dehumanization. 

The relationships among Kathy, Tommy, and Ruth reveal the intricacies of love, friendship, and identity within a framework 

where their lives are predetermined. The clones’ acceptance of their fates signifies a deep internalization of societal 

expectations, prompting inquiries into the nature of free will and resistance. Ishiguro’s nuanced depiction of his characters’ 

emotional landscapes further enriches this exploration. 
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Conclusion 

  Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go presents a profound critique of a dystopian medical framework that reduces the 

human body to a mere commodity, thereby eroding ethical standards. The novel delves into themes of identity, morality, and 

systemic oppression, prompting readers to contemplate the ramifications of scientific progress and the ethical challenges it 

presents. Ishiguro’s narrative acts as a warning, advocating for the prioritization of humanity and dignity over utilitarian 

reasoning and technological advancement. By conceptualizing the body as a focal point of ethical debate, Never Let Me Go 

urges us to examine the true cost of progress and the intrinsic value of life, establishing itself as a timeless and intellectually 

stimulating work that engages with current discussions in medical humanities and bioethics. The characters, notably Kathy, 

Tommy, and Ruth, embody the human quest for meaning and autonomy within a repressive system. Their journeys illuminate 

the inherent worth of life, asserting that every individual, irrespective of their origins, harbors distinct emotions, memories, 

and dreams. Ishiguro’s intricate depiction of their relationships and internal struggles highlights the profound consequences 

of a society that perceives individuals as mere tools for medical purposes. This reduction of the human body not only deprives 

the clones of their autonomy but also reveals the moral emptiness of a system that legitimizes such practices. Through these 

characters, Ishiguro emphasizes the necessity of empathy and the ethical obligation to regard all lives with dignity and respect. 

The dystopian framework of the novel serves as a mirror to current bioethical discussions. In a time characterized by swift 

progress in genetic engineering, organ transplantation, and cloning, Never Let Me Go profoundly engages with ongoing 

debates regarding the limits of scientific intervention. Ishiguro’s narrative compels readers to reflect on the ethical challenges 

presented by these advancements, especially as they confront conventional ideas of personhood and humanity. The story 

cautions against the perils of unrestrained scientific ambition, highlighting the necessity for ethical oversight and a dedication 

to maintaining human dignity amidst technological advancements. Additionally, Ishiguro employs the boarding school 

environment of Hailsham as a microcosm of the larger societal dynamics at work. The school’s focus on creativity and art 

serves as a poignant reminder of the clones’ humanity, while simultaneously concealing the grim reality of their predetermined 

destinies. This contrast illustrates the hypocrisy of a society that professes to value human life while systematically exploiting 

it. 

 The artistic expressions of the clones symbolize their individuality and humanity, challenging the perception that they are 

merely entities to be harvested. Ishiguro’s incorporation of art as a recurring theme emphasizes the significance of 

acknowledging and celebrating the distinct attributes that define each person. The novel’s examination of systemic oppression 

transcends its immediate narrative, providing broader insights into how societies rationalize inequality and exploitation. By 

portraying a world where ethical considerations are overshadowed by utilitarian principles, Ishiguro draws parallels to real-

world challenges such as economic disparity, discrimination, and the marginalization of vulnerable groups. Never Let Me Go 

acts as a cautionary narrative, urging readers to remain alert to systems that undermine human life in the quest for efficiency 

or profit. 

Never Let Me Go ultimately prompts a deep examination of the essence of humanity. The novel's focus on memory, love, and 

interpersonal connections underscores the intangible qualities of human existence that resist quantification or 

commodification. Through Ishiguro’s exceptional narrative, readers are encouraged to empathize with the clones and 

acknowledge the common experiences that bind us together. In this manner, the novel urges us to uphold the ideals of 
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compassion, dignity, and justice when confronted with ethical challenges. By reconceptualizing the human body as a focal 

point of ethical debate, Never Let Me Go transcends its dystopian setting to provide significant insights into the human 

experience. It advocates for a societal emphasis on humanity and dignity rather than utilitarian reasoning, reminding us that 

true progress is measured by our capacity to uphold and respect the values that characterize our humanity. Ishiguro’s work 

stands as a timeless and thought-provoking addition to modern discussions in medical humanities and bioethics, compelling 

us to reflect on the implications of progress and the intrinsic worth of life. 
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