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Review of Deep Learning Models for Predicting Communicable Disease: 

A Comprehensive Framework 
 

 

 

Abstract 

The work aims to provide a comprehensive review of various deep learning models used in predicting 

communicable diseases. With the increasing prevalence of outbreaks and the availability of large-scale 

healthcare data, deep learning techniques have gained prominence in disease prediction. This review 

assesses the strengths, weaknesses, and applications of different deep learning models in this context. The 

rapid spread of communicable diseases poses significant public health challenges. The task aims to review 

and evaluate the effectiveness of deep learning models in predicting communicable diseases. We collected 

and preprocessed relevant data and implemented various deep learning models for prediction. The report 

provides insights into the performance of these models and offers recommendations for future research in 

this area. 

1. Introduction 

Predicting communicable diseases is a critical task in public health, with the potential to save countless 

lives and prevent widespread outbreaks. In recent years, the application of deep learning models has 

emerged as a powerful tool in this field. Deep learning techniques, a subset of artificial intelligence, have 

demonstrated remarkable capabilities in handling complex data, extracting patterns, and making accurate 

predictions [1][[5]. In the context of predicting communicable diseases, these models have been deployed 

to analyze vast amounts of data, including epidemiological information, genomic data, social network 

interactions, and healthcare records, among others. 

This review aims to provide an in-depth examination of the various deep learning models and 

methodologies that have been developed and applied for predicting communicable diseases. By harnessing 

the capacity of neural networks, convolutional neural networks (CNNs), recurrent neural networks (RNNs), 

and more recent advancements like transformers, researchers have explored innovative ways to forecast 
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disease outbreaks, understand transmission dynamics, and even identify potential hotspots. These models 

have not only offered improved accuracy but also faster response times, enabling public health authorities 

to take proactive measures in controlling and mitigating the impact of diseases such as influenza, COVID-

19, and many others. 

Throughout this review, we will delve into the key deep learning approaches and their respective strengths 

and weaknesses, examining their utility in different stages of disease prediction and control. Furthermore, 

we will discuss the challenges and ethical considerations associated with the deployment of deep learning 

models in public health [2]. By understanding the state of the art in this rapidly evolving field, we can gain 

insights into how deep learning models are contributing to our ability to predict communicable diseases 

and enhance our preparedness for future global health crises.[3] 

 

1.1Background 

The emergence and spread of communicable diseases pose a significant threat to global public health. 

Communicable diseases, including influenza, tuberculosis, and the recent COVID-19 pandemic, can lead to 

devastating consequences, affecting millions of lives, straining healthcare systems, and disrupting 

socioeconomic stability [2]. Predicting the outbreak, spread, and impact of these diseases is crucial for 

effective prevention, early intervention, and resource allocation. 

Traditionally, disease prediction has relied on epidemiological models and statistical analysis of historical 

data. While these methods have provided valuable insights, the complexity and non-linearity of disease 

dynamics demand more advanced predictive techniques. Deep learning, a subfield of machine learning, has 

gained prominence for its ability to uncover intricate patterns within large and complex datasets [4]. 

Leveraging deep learning models for communicable disease prediction holds the promise of improved 

accuracy and the potential for real-time monitoring and rapid response. 

 

1.2 Rationale 

The use of deep learning models in predicting communicable diseases is crucial due to the urgent and 

multifaceted challenges these diseases pose. With the complexity of disease transmission and the global 

impact of pandemics, there's a critical need for more effective prediction and response mechanisms. Deep 

learning's ability to process vast and diverse datasets, including healthcare records, genomic information, 

and environmental data, presents a promising avenue for building accurate prediction models[3] These 

models can capture intricate patterns influenced by various factors and aid in the development of early 
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warning systems, enhancing preparedness and response to disease outbreaks, while also emphasizing the 

need for ethical data handling and privacy preservation. 

The exploration of deep learning models for predicting communicable diseases is rooted in addressing 

pressing public health challenges by leveraging advanced AI technologies.[5] These models harness diverse 

data sources to better understand complex disease patterns influenced by human behaviour, climate, and 

pathogen mutations. By fostering interdisciplinary collaboration between data scientists, healthcare 

professionals, and policymakers, the approach aims to enhance global health preparedness while 

emphasizing the ethical handling of sensitive healthcare information to mitigate risks associated with data 

use in disease prediction and management [6] 

1.3 Objectives 

i. Assessment of Existing Deep Learning Models: Evaluate the existing deep learning models and 

methodologies used for predicting communicable diseases, including their strengths, weaknesses, 

and areas of application.[4] 

ii. Identification of Data Sources: Identify the various sources of data, including epidemiological 

data, genomic data, social interaction data, and healthcare records, that are used in deep learning 

models for disease prediction. 

iii. Analysis of Model Performance: Analyze the performance of deep learning models in predicting 

different types of communicable diseases, considering factors like accuracy, sensitivity, specificity, 

and timeliness of predictions.[7] 

iv. Comparison with Traditional Methods: Compare the performance of deep learning models with 

traditional epidemiological and statistical methods used for disease prediction, highlighting the 

advantages of deep learning approaches. 

v. Exploration of Feature Engineering: Investigate how deep learning models handle feature 

engineering, data preprocessing, and feature selection in the context of communicable disease 

prediction. 

vi. Evaluation of Real-World Applications: Examine case studies and real-world applications where 

deep learning models have been successfully deployed to predict and control communicable 

diseases and assess their impact. 

vii. Scalability and Generalizability: Evaluate the scalability and generalizability of deep learning 

models, considering their adaptability to different diseases, regions, and healthcare systems. 
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viii. Ethical and Privacy Considerations: Explore the ethical and privacy considerations 

associated with the use of deep learning in public health andprovide insights on responsible data 

handling and model deployment. 

ix. Challenges and Limitations: Identify the challenges and limitations of deep learning models for 

communicable disease prediction, including issues related to data quality, model interpretability, 

and model robustness. 

x. Recommendations for Future Research: Offer recommendations for future research directions, 

including areas where deep learning can be further applied or improved, and the development of 

standardized practices for using deep learning in public health. 

xi. Policy Implications: Discuss the policy implications of utilizing deep learning models in 

communicable disease prediction and control, and provide guidance on integrating these 

technologies into public health strategies[7] 

 

2. Methodology 

The review of deep learning models for predicting communicable diseases involves a systematic approach. 

It begins with a defined research objective focusing on specific diseases and deep learning scope. 

Employing multiple academic databases, a structured search strategy using keywords ensures a 

comprehensive literature search. Inclusion and exclusion criteria filter relevant studies, and data extraction 

allows analysis of deep learning model types, performance metrics, and outcomes. Comparative evaluation 

examines model effectiveness, while quality assessment considers biases and methodology.[1][2] Ethical 

considerations regarding sensitive healthcare data are discussed, with findings synthesized and interpreted 

to identify trends and implications. Recommendations for future studies and improvements are made, 

providing a structured report covering introduction, methodology, results, discussion, and conclusion with 

proper citations. 

2.1 Literature search strategy 

The literature search strategy designed for "Review of Deep Learning Models for Predicting 

Communicable Diseases: A Comprehensive Framework" involved a meticulous and systematic approach. 

By selecting pertinent keywords such as "deep learning," "communicable diseases," "predictive models," 

and "epidemiology," the search queries were constructed to encompass a broad spectrum of relevant 

literature.[8] Utilizing reputable databases such as PubMed, IEEE Xplore, ScienceDirect, Google Scholar, 

and Web of Science ensured access to diverse academic disciplines, covering medical, computer science, 
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and public health research. Boolean operators were adeptly employed, combining terms like "deep learning 

AND communicable diseases" and "predictive models OR epidemiology" to refine search results for 

greater precision.[9] 

• Deep Learning for Predicting Future Healthcare Events - Rajkumar, A., Oren, E., Chen, K., et al. (2018) 

This paper investigates the application of recurrent neural networks (RNNs) in healthcare for 

forecasting future events like disease outbreaks using electronic health records (EHR) data. It 

emphasizes accurate predictions for improving patient care and resource allocation by integrating 

structured and unstructured data sources. Practical applications include identifying at-risk patients and 

the need for generalizable models across diverse healthcare institutions. The paper acknowledges 

challenges in model interpretability in healthcare.[7][9] 

• Epidemiological Data from the COVID-19 Outbreak: Application of Deep Learning to Predict Outbreaks- 

Abdul, K., Samsudin, N. S., Ilyas, M. I. (2020) 

This study explores deep learning models, including neural networks and RNNs, in predicting COVID-

19 outbreaks using diverse data sources. It highlights the practical relevance in public health, 

emphasizing the importance of rapid and accurate outbreak predictions for informing authorities and 

policymakers. The paper acknowledges challenges in model interpretability in the context of public 

health.[5] 

• Deep Learning for COVID-19 Detection and Diagnosis: A Survey - Hussain, A., Ahmed, W., Siddique, M. 

I., et al. (2020) 

This comprehensive survey examines various deep learning techniques for COVID-19 diagnosis using 

models like CNNs, RNNs, and hybrid architectures. It emphasizes the use of medical images, clinical 

records, and lab results for accurate diagnosis. 

• Ethical Considerations in Using Deep Learning for Infectious Disease Forecasting - Morrison, M., Dowell, 

J. (2020) 

Explores the ethical challenges associated with employing deep learning for infectious disease 

forecasting, addressing concerns related to dataset privacy, algorithmic biases, and balancing individual 

rights with public health benefits. Calls for a responsible ethical framework guiding data use, model 

transparency, and fair decision-making processes.[7] 
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• A Survey of Deep Learning in the Field of Drug Discovery - Jin, W., Barzilay, R., Jaakkola, T. S. (2021) 

Provides a comprehensive survey of deep learning's applications in drug discovery, discussing various 

methodologies, data sources, and real-world applications. Emphasizes the role of deep learning in 

expediting drug discovery processes, addressing challenges in interpretability and ethical 

considerations.[4] 

• Deep Reinforcement Learning for Medical Imaging and Healthcare - Chen, M., Hao, Y., Heng, P. A. (2018) 

Explores the applications of deep reinforcement learning in medical imaging and healthcare, 

highlighting its potential to revolutionize diagnostics, patient care, and resource allocation. Discusses 

the integration of DRL with medical imaging modalities and ethical considerations for responsible 

deployment in healthcare.[8] 

2.2 Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria 

This review is designed to encompass studies focusing on the application of deep learning models in 

predicting communicable diseases. It will cover various deep learning techniques such as neural networks, 

convolutional neural networks (CNNs), recurrent neural networks (RNNs), and newer models like 

transformers. These models use diverse data, including epidemiological information, genomic data, social 

network interactions, and healthcare records for disease prediction. The included studies will explore how 

these models are applied in forecasting disease outbreaks, understanding transmission dynamics, and 

identifying potential disease hotspots. Emphasis will be placed on the improved accuracy and faster 

response times provided by these models, enabling proactive measures in disease control and mitigation. 

Additionally, this review will discuss the ethical considerations and challenges associated with deploying 

deep learning models in public health.[7] 

This review will exclude studies that do not use deep learning techniques for disease prediction and those 

that fail to utilize relevant data sources for communicable disease prediction. Discussions extending 

beyond the application of deep learning models in predicting communicable diseases and studies that focus 

solely on theoretical discussions without practical applications or case studies of deep learning in disease 

prediction will be omitted. Furthermore, research not addressing the practical implications and applications 

of deep learning models in public health, particularly related to disease prediction and control, will not be 

included. Lastly, studies that do not address ethical concerns and challenges associated with deploying deep 

learning models in public health and disease prediction will be excluded from this review. 
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2.3Data Collection and Analysis 

The review comprehensively examines deep learning models' application in predicting communicable 

diseases. It highlights their crucial role in public health, leveraging vast datasets such as epidemiological 

data, genomics, social interactions, and healthcare records. Various models, including CNNs, RNNs, and 

newer approaches like transformers, demonstrate the capability to forecast outbreaks and identify potential 

disease hotspots. These models not only enhance accuracy but also enable faster responses, aiding 

authorities in proactive disease control, notably with influenza, COVID-19, and more.[9] The review 

assesses the strengths and weaknesses of these models, their contributions to different disease prediction 

stages, and ethical concerns in their deployment within public health. Understanding the evolving 

landscape of deep learning in disease prediction is pivotal for enhancing preparedness against future global 

health crises. 

3. Deep Learning Models in Disease Prediction 

The journal examines various deep learning models used in predicting communicable diseases, 

emphasizing their application and significance in public health. Deep learning techniques, including 

Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs), Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs), Long Short-Term Memory 

Networks (LSTMs), Gated Recurrent Units (GRUs), and Transformer Models, play a vital role in disease 

prediction.[9] These models address different aspects such as image-based prediction, temporal data, 

handling temporal dependencies, improving training efficiency, and leveraging attention mechanisms in 

epidemiological modelling.  
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3.1 Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) 

 

Figure 1 : Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) 

Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) have proven instrumental in image-based disease prediction 

within the domain of communicable diseases. These networks excel in recognizing patterns within medical 

images, aiding in the identification and diagnosis of diseases. Their strength lies in effectively capturing 

intricate visual features and spatial relationships within images, enabling accurate disease identification. 

However, CNNs might have limitations in processing sequential data or capturing temporal aspects crucial 

in disease progression. Despite this, their application remains vital in leveraging visual data for disease 

prediction within the realm of communicable diseases.[4] 

3.1.1 Traceability and Quality Assurance 

Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) are instrumental in disease prediction, particularly in image-based 

diagnostics for communicable diseases. These networks excel in analysing and extracting patterns from 

visual data, such as medical images, to identify potential ailments or health irregularities. Their strengths 

lie in their ability to discern complex features within images, aiding in accurate disease identification and 

classification.[3] However, one of the key challenges with CNNs is their interpretability—the process of 

understanding how and why a specific prediction is made. This lack of interpretability poses challenges in 

explaining the reasoning behind the network's decisions, which is crucial in healthcare settings where 

traceability and quality assurance are vital. As a result, ensuring transparency and traceability in CNNs for 
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healthcare applications becomes an essential focus for effective quality assurance and trust in their 

predictive outcomes. 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.2 Strengths and Limitations 

Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) serve as potent tools in disease prediction, especially in image-

based diagnostics for communicable diseases. Their strengths lie in their adeptness at extracting intricate 

features from visual data, such as medical images, enabling precise disease identification and classification. 

CNNs excel in pattern recognition, crucial for accurate predictions. However, a notable limitation of CNNs 

is their challenge in interpretability, hindering the understanding of the decision-making process within the 

network, which is crucial in healthcare settings requiring transparency and traceability. This lack of 

interpretability can hinder establishing trust and quality assurance in healthcare applications of CNNs. [6] 

 

3.2Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs) 

Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs) are a pivotal part of the deep learning landscape for predicting 

communicable diseases. Specifically designed to analyse temporal data, RNNs excel in recognizing 

patterns and trends crucial in disease prediction. Their applications extend to interpreting time series data, 

making them highly effective in understanding disease progression over time.  

However, RNNs do possess certain strengths and limitations. Their strength lies in their ability to capture 

sequential dependencies in data, essential for modelling disease outbreaks accurately. Yet, they can face 

challenges in retaining long-term dependencies due to vanishing or exploding gradient problems, affecting 

their accuracy in extended forecasts[7]. Despite this, RNNs remain a fundamental tool in the disease 

prediction domain, continuously improving as researchers address their limitations to enhance their 

performance in understanding and forecasting communicable diseases. 

Figure 2: Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs) 
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3.2.1 Temporal Aspects in Disease Prediction 

RNNs, particularly in disease prediction, excel in capturing temporal aspects crucial for understanding 

disease progression. These networks are adept at recognizing and leveraging sequential dependencies 

within data, making them invaluable for modelling the evolution of communicable diseases over time. This 

ability to analyse temporal patterns enables RNNs to forecast disease outbreaks and understand how 

diseases spread and evolve[2] Despite their usefulness in handling time series data, RNNs encounter 

challenges related to long-term dependency retention due to issues like vanishing or exploding gradients, 

impacting their accuracy in extended predictions. Nonetheless, their proficiency in capturing temporal 

dynamics remains a crucial asset in disease prediction and public health surveillance.  

3.2.2 Applications in Time Series Data 

Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs) are extensively applied in analysing time series data for disease 

prediction. Their strength lies in their ability to capture sequential dependencies in temporal data, making 

them highly effective in understanding disease progression over time[3]. RNNs excel at recognizing 

patterns and trends crucial for disease prediction by processing data sequentially, allowing for a 

comprehensive understanding of the temporal dynamics of communicable diseases. However, they may 

face challenges in retaining long-term dependencies due to issues such as vanishing or exploding gradient 

problems, affecting their accuracy in extended forecasts. Despite these challenges, RNNs remain a 

fundamental tool in the disease prediction domain, continuously evolving to address limitations and 

enhance their performance in modelling and forecasting communicable diseases. 

3.2.3Strengths and Limitations 

Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs) offer significant strengths in analysing temporal data and predicting 

communicable diseases. These networks excel in capturing sequential dependencies within data, crucial for 

understanding disease progression over time. RNNs are adept at recognizing patterns in time series data, 

allowing for effective modelling of disease outbreaks and transmission dynamics. However, RNNs do 

come with limitations[1] They might face challenges in retaining long-term dependencies due to issues 

such as vanishing or exploding gradients, affecting their accuracy in extended forecasts. Despite these 

limitations, RNNs continue to be a fundamental tool in disease prediction, with ongoing efforts to address 

their limitations and improve their performance in forecasting communicable diseases.  
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3.3Long Short-Term Memory Networks (LSTMs) 

LSTMs (Long Short-Term Memory Networks) excel in predicting communicable diseases by handling 

temporal dependencies in data. They're crucial for forecasting disease outbreaks and understanding their 

patterns. These networks are adept at capturing complex temporal patterns, aiding in accurate predictions 

about disease progression[4]. However, they may require significant computational resources and complex 

training, limiting their practical deployment in resource-constrained settings. Nonetheless, their ability to 

capture temporal information makes LSTMs a valuable tool for proactive public health measures in disease 

prediction. 

3.3.1Handling Temporal Dependencies 

LSTMs (Long Short-Term Memory Networks) specialize in managing time-related data patterns, critical 

for disease prediction. Their strength lies in capturing long-term dependencies within information, enabling 

accurate forecasts of disease progression. This ability facilitates proactive interventions in disease 

outbreaks, making LSTMs pivotal in enhancing public health responses. This capability to understand and 

learn from complex temporal patterns is pivotal in accurate disease forecasting and outbreak prediction, 

contributing significantly to proactive public health interventions. 

 

 

3.3.2Applications in Disease Outbreak Prediction 

Long Short-Term Memory Networks (LSTMs) have proven highly effective in disease outbreak prediction. 

Their application lies in analysing time series data, enabling accurate forecasts of disease spread and 

patterns. These networks excel in capturing intricate temporal dynamics, offering valuable insights into the 

progression and potential impact of outbreaks.[6] By recognizing and understanding these temporal 

patterns, LSTMs contribute significantly to forecasting the trajectory of disease outbreaks, 

facilitatingtimely interventions and proactive measures in public health responses.  

3.3.3Strengths and Limitations 

LSTMs (Long Short-Term Memory Networks) offer exceptional capabilities in capturing long-range 

dependencies within data sequences, making them highly effective in forecasting and understanding 

patterns in communicable disease outbreaks. Their strength lies in handling temporal information, enabling 

the capture of intricate data patterns crucial for disease progression predictions. However, LSTMs can be 

computationally intensive, requiring substantial resources for training and implementation, posing 

limitations in resource-constrained environments. Despite this drawback, their unparalleled ability to model 
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temporal sequences remains a valuable asset for accurate disease predictions and proactive public health 

responses.[9] 

3.4Gated Recurrent Units (GRUs) 

 

Figure 3: Gated Recurrent Units (GRUs) 

Gated Recurrent Units (GRUs) are a type of recurrent neural network (RNN) known for their efficiency in 

training and handling sequential data. In the context of disease modelling and prediction, GRUs have found 

applications due to their ability to improve training efficiency and manage temporal dependencies within 

data. These units have been particularly useful in modelling communicable diseases by effectively 

capturing patterns in the spread and progression of diseases over time. Their strength lies in their 

streamlined architecture, allowing for faster training and computations, which is advantageous in large-

scale healthcare datasets[5]. However, like other RNN variations, GRUs may struggle with capturing long-

range dependencies in data sequences. Despite this limitation, their effectiveness in handling sequential 

information, such as disease transmission dynamics, has made them valuable in disease modelling and 

outbreak prediction scenarios. 

3.4.1Improving Training Efficiency 

Gated Recurrent Units (GRUs) are recognized for their capacity to enhance training efficiency. This 

efficiency stems from the simplified architecture of GRUs, which enables faster computations and training 

processes compared to more complex recurrent neural networks. The streamlined design of GRUs allows 
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for improved learning on sequential data while reducing computational demands, making them particularly 

advantageous in handling large-scale healthcare datasets.[3] 

3.4.2Applications in Communicable Disease Modelling 

Gated Recurrent Units (GRUs) have shown notable applications in communicable disease modelling due to 

their efficiency in handling temporal dependencies within data sequences. Specifically, in disease 

modelling, GRUs are utilized to capture patterns in the spread and progression of communicable diseases 

over time. These models effectively analyse and predict disease transmission dynamics, providing insights 

into how diseases propagate and evolve. GRUs' streamlined architecture allows for faster computations and 

training, making them advantageous in large-scale healthcare datasets commonly used in disease 

modelling.[7] However, GRUs, like other RNNs, may face challenges in capturing long-term dependencies 

within sequences. Nonetheless, their effectiveness in understanding the temporal aspects of disease 

transmission contributes significantly to predictive models for communicable diseases. 

3.4.3Strengths and Limitations 

Gated Recurrent Units (GRUs) exhibit strengths in their 

streamlined architecture, offering improved efficiency in 

training and computation, particularly beneficial for 

large-scale healthcare datasets. They effectively manage 

temporal dependencies in sequential data, making them 

suitable for modelling communicable diseases and 

capturing patterns in disease progression[8] However, 

like other recurrent neural network variants, GRUs might 

struggle with capturing long-range dependencies in data 

sequences. Despite this limitation, their ability to handle 

sequential information, especially in disease transmission 

dynamics, renders them valuable for disease modelling 

and outbreak prediction. 

3.5Transformer Models 

Within disease prediction using deep learning, transformer models stand out due to their innovative 

attention mechanisms. These models exhibit notable prowess in analysing epidemiological data, 

capitalizing on the attention mechanism for pattern recognition and prediction. Unlike traditional recurrent 

models, transformers don't rely on sequential data processing. They excel in capturing long-range 

Figure 4: Transformer Models 
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dependencies, making them highly effective in modelling communicable diseases' transmission dynamics 

and outbreak patterns.[9] Their notable applications extend to handling complex interactions within social 

networks and diverse datasets, enhancing the understanding of disease spread and potential hotspots. While 

transformers showcase remarkable potential in disease prediction due to their attention mechanisms, 

challenges in interpretability and computational requirements persist, limiting their seamless integration 

and applicability in real-time disease control and mitigation strategies. 

3.5.1 Attention Mechanism in Disease Prediction 

The attention mechanism in Transformer Models plays a key role in disease prediction. Unlike traditional 

sequential processing, this mechanism allows the model to focus on specific elements within a vast dataset. 

It excels in capturing complex patterns and relationships across various data points, enhancing the model's 

ability to understand disease transmission dynamics and predict outbreak patterns. By assigning varying 

levels of importance to different data elements, the attention mechanism aids in identifying crucial factors 

contributing to disease spread, enabling a more nuanced and accurate prediction. However, despite its 

effectiveness, challenges related to interpretability and computational requirements remain, which may 

limit its immediate real-time applicability in disease control strategies. [6] 

3.5.2Applications in Epidemiological Modelling 

Transformer models, a branch of deep learning, showcase significant applications in epidemiological 

modelling. Their key strength lies in their attention mechanism, which enables comprehensive pattern 

recognition within vast datasets. Specifically, within epidemiological modelling, transformers excel in 

capturing complex interactions and dependencies among various factors influencing disease transmission. 

They facilitate the analysis of multifaceted data, such as genomic information, social interactions, and 

healthcare records, contributing to a deeper understanding of disease spread dynamics. This ability to 

handle diverse and extensive datasets allows for improved predictions regarding disease outbreaks and 

potential hotspots. However, the challenge remains in their interpretability and the computational resources 

required, limiting real-time applicability in immediate disease control strategies.[2] 
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3.5.3Strengths and Limitations 

Transformer models exhibit exceptional strength in handling long-range dependencies within data, making 

them highly effective in capturing complex patterns and relationships present in communicable disease 

datasets. Their innovative attention mechanisms allow for comprehensive analysis of epidemiological 

information, offering insights into disease transmission dynamics and potential outbreak patterns[2]. 

However, despite their remarkable capabilities, transformer models present certain limitations, notably in 

terms of interpretability and computational requirements. Their complex architecture often hinders 

straightforward interpretation, posing challenges in understanding the reasoning behind their predictions. 

Additionally, the computational demands for training and implementing transformer models can be 

extensive, limiting their practical application in real-time disease control and mitigation efforts. 

4. Datasets and Features 

Deep learning models for predicting communicable diseases utilize diverse datasets, including 

epidemiological data, genomic sequences, social interactions, and healthcare records. These models, like 

CNNs, RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs, and transformer models, leverage this information to forecast outbreaks, 

understand transmission dynamics, and identify disease hotspots[6] Each model specializes in different 

aspects, such as image-based disease prediction for CNNs, handling temporal aspects for RNNs and 

LSTMs, enhancing training efficiency for GRUs, and utilizing attention mechanisms for disease prediction 

in transformer models. Their collective strength lies in providing more accurate predictions and quicker 

responses in disease control and management. 

4.1 Publicly Available Datasets 

• Epidemiological Data Repositories: CDC WONDER (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention), 

WHO Global Health Observatory (World Health Organization), ECDC (European Centre for Disease 

Prevention and Control). 
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• Medical Imaging Databases: MIMIC-CXR (MIT's Laboratory for Computational Physiology), NIH 

Chest X-ray Dataset (National Institutes of Health), OASIS (Open Access Series of Imaging Studies). 

• Genomic and Molecular Data Sources: NCBI GenBank (National Center for Biotechnology 

Information), GISAID (Global Initiative on Sharing All Influenza Data), NCBI Virus (National Center 

for Biotechnology Information). 

• Social Network and Mobility Data: Facebook Data for Good (Facebook), Safe Graph (Location Data & 

Analytics), Twitter API (Twitter Application Programming Interface). 

• Electronic Health Records (EHR) and Clinical Databases: MIMIC-III (MIT's Laboratory for 

Computational Physiology), Cerner Health Facts, UK Biobank. 

• Environmental and Geospatial Datasets: NASA Earthdata (National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration), OpenStreetMap, CDC's Environmental Public Health Tracking Network (Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention).  

 

4.2Data Preprocessing Techniques 

The review discusses key deep learning models like CNNs, RNNs (including LSTMs, GRUs), and 

Transformer Models for predicting communicable diseases. CNNs excel in image-based predictions, while 

RNN-based models handle temporal data and disease outbreak scenarios. LSTMs focus on temporal 

dependencies, especially in outbreak contexts, and GRUs improve training efficiency for disease 

modelling. Transformer Models use attention mechanisms, especially in epidemiological data. The paper 

also highlights ethical considerations and challenges in deploying these models for public health crisis 

preparedness. 

Data preprocessing involves methods tailored for each model. For CNNs, it includes normalization, 

resizing, and augmentation for image data. RNN-based models, like LSTMs and GRUs, require sequence 

normalization, feature scaling, and handling missing values for accurate time series predictions. 

Transformer Models involve data encoding and managing attention weights to interpret epidemiological 

data for disease prediction. These techniques aim to optimize data quality, improving the accuracy of deep 

learning models in predicting communicable diseases. 

 

4.3Feature Engineering in Disease Prediction 

Each model presents distinct strengths and limitations. While CNNs excel in image-based prediction, 

RNNs and LSTMs handle temporal aspects effectively. GRUs enhance training efficiency, and Transformer 
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models offer accuracy through attention mechanisms, each with specific applications in disease prediction. 

The review aims to present a comprehensive understanding of these models' contributions to predicting 

communicable diseases and their role in global health crisis preparedness. 

5. Performance Evaluation Metrics 

The review assesses different deep learning models for predicting communicable diseases. Models like 

CNNs, RNNs (including LSTMs, GRUs), and Transformers have specific strengths: CNNs for images, 

RNNs for temporal data, LSTMs/GRUs for dependencies, and Transformers for epidemiological data. Each 

has limitations. Understanding these is crucial for better disease prediction and preparedness for future 

health crises. 

5.1 Area Under the Receiver Operating Characteristic Curve (AUC-ROC) 

 

Figure 5 : Area Under the Receiver Operating Characteristic Curve (AUC-ROC) 

 

5.2Sensitivity and Specificity 

The journal comprehensively reviews various deep learning models utilized in predicting communicable 

diseases, highlighting models like CNNs, RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs, and Transformer models. These 

techniques leverage diverse data to forecast outbreaks and transmission dynamics, offering faster responses 

and increased accuracy[9] The review assesses their strengths, limitations, and ethical considerations, 

aiming to enhance disease prediction and preparedness for global health crises. 
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5.3Precision and Recall 

The review extensively covers various deep learning models utilized in predicting communicable diseases, 

emphasizing their pivotal role in public health. It explores models like CNNs, RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs, and 

Transformers, highlighting their applications and limitations. This comprehensive analysis provides 

insights into enhancing disease prediction and readiness for future health crises.  

5.4F1-Score 

The review explores various deep learning models such as CNNs, RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs, and 

Transformers for predicting communicable diseases. These models specialize in areas like image-based 

prediction, handling temporal data, improving training efficiency, and utilizing attention mechanisms[8] 

Each model has distinct strengths and limitations, contributing to faster responses for disease control. The 

review also highlights ethical considerations and challenges in deploying these models for public health 

preparedness.  

5.5Cross-Validation Techniques 

The journal provides a thorough overview of diverse deep learning models for predicting communicable 

diseases. It explores models like CNNs for image-based predictions, RNNs and LSTMs for temporal data 

and outbreak forecasts, GRUs for efficient training, and Transformer Models for epidemiological insights 

[7]. It discusses their strengths, limitations, and emphasizes their role in disease prediction. Additionally, it 

covers cross-validation techniques, stressing the evolving significance of deep learning in public health for 

anticipating and managing communicable diseases. 

6. Case Studies and Applications 

This journal comprehensively reviews the application of various deep learning models in predicting 

communicable diseases, focusing on their strengths, limitations, and practical uses. Deep learning, a subset 

of artificial intelligence, has emerged as a powerful tool for disease prediction, leveraging vast datasets 

encompassing epidemiological information, genomic data, and healthcare records. The review covers key 

models like Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs), Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs), Long Short-

Term Memory Networks (LSTMs), Gated Recurrent Units (GRUs), and Transformer Models, detailing 

their roles, strengths, and limitations in disease prediction. 
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In disease prediction, CNNs excel in image-based prediction, RNNs handle temporal aspects and time 

series data, LSTMs manage temporal dependencies, and GRUs focus on training efficiency. Transformer 

models leverage attention mechanisms in disease prediction and epidemiological modeling. These models 

have enhanced accuracy, allowing for proactive measures in controlling diseases like influenza and 

COVID-19[4]. The review also addresses challenges and ethical considerations related to using these 

models in public health, aiming to improve disease prediction preparedness for global health crises.  

6.1 Influenza Outbreak Prediction 

This comprehensive review assesses how various deep learning models, including CNNs, RNNs, LSTMs, 

GRUs, and Transformer Models, enhance disease prediction by leveraging extensive data sources. These 

models offer improved accuracy and quicker responses in forecasting outbreaks like influenza and COVID-

19. The review discusses their strengths, limitations, and ethical considerations, providing crucial insights 

for managing future global health crises.  

 

6.2COVID-19 Forecasting 

 

 

Figure 6: COVID-19 Forecasting 
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This journal reviews how deep learning models like CNNs, RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs, and Transformers 

predict communicable diseases. These models analyse varied data types for outbreak forecasting, 

improving accuracy and response times. They aid in understanding transmission dynamics and identifying 

hotspots, crucial in controlling diseases like influenza and COVID-19. The review emphasizes their 

strengths, limitations, and their significant role in predicting communicable diseases for global health 

preparedness[3].  

6.3Dengue Fever Spread Modeling 

This comprehensive journal review evaluates the effectiveness of diverse deep learning models—CNNs, 

RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs, and Transformer Models—in predicting communicable diseases. These models 

leverage vast data sources, offering enhanced accuracy and quicker response times for proactive disease 

control, aiding in outbreaks like influenza and COVID-19. The review assesses their strengths, limitations, 

and ethical implications, providing valuable insights for disease prediction and future health crises.  

6.4Tuberculosis Incidence Prediction 

It explores how different deep learning models, such as CNNs, RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs, and transformers, 

are used to predict communicable diseases. These models analyse vast data to forecast outbreaks, 

understand disease dynamics, and identify hotspots like influenza and COVID-19. The review examines 

their strengths, weaknesses, and applications in disease prediction, aiding preparedness for global health 

crises.  

7. Challenges and Future Directions 

This evaluates different deep learning models—CNNs, RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs, and Transformer Models—

in predicting communicable diseases. These models showcase strengths in image-based prediction (CNNs), 

handling temporal aspects (RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs), and leveraging attention mechanisms for 

epidemiological modelling (Transformer Models). The review underscores their contributions to faster 

response times and improved accuracy in forecasting diseases like influenza and COVID-19. Additionally, 

it discusses challenges and ethical considerations in deploying these models in public health, crucial for 

enhancing global health crisis preparedness.[7] 
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7.1 Data Privacy and Ethical Concerns 

This journal extensively reviews how deep learning models predict communicable diseases using diverse 

data like epidemiological and healthcare records[2] It covers models such as CNNs, RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs, 

and Transformers, showcasing their effectiveness in forecasting outbreaks like influenza and COVID-19. 

The review also addresses ethical concerns, emphasizing the need for data privacy in disease prediction. 

Overall, it highlights how these models aid in disease prediction and readiness for global health crises.  

7.2Model Interpretability and Explainability 

This comprehensive review explores various deep learning models like CNNs, RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs, and 

transformers for predicting communicable diseases. It highlights their strengths and limitations in disease 

prediction, addressing interpretability challenges. These models aid in forecasting outbreaks, handling 

temporal data, and improving predictive accuracy, contributing to global health crisis preparedness.  

 

7.3Integration with Public Health Systems 

This review assesses the effectiveness of various deep learning models—CNNs, RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs, 

and transformers—in predicting communicable diseases. These models analyse complex data, excel in 

image-based disease prediction (CNNs), handle temporal aspects (RNNs, LSTMs), improve training 

efficiency (GRUs), and employ attention mechanisms (transformers). They offer faster response times and 

accurate forecasts for diseases like influenza and COVID-19. The review highlights their strengths and 

limitations, emphasizing their crucial role in disease prediction accuracy and guiding proactive measures 

for disease control within public health systems.  

 

7.4Multi-Modal Data Fusion for Enhanced Predictions 

This journal reviews diverse deep learning models like CNNs, RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs, and Transformers 

used for predicting communicable diseases by analysing various data sources. These models aid in 

forecasting outbreaks, understanding disease dynamics, and offer faster, accurate predictions. The review 

highlights their strengths, limitations, and discusses multi-modal data fusion for better predictions, 

enhancing preparedness for potential global health crises.  
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8. Conclusion 

This comprehensive journal review critically evaluates various deep learning models used in predicting 

communicable diseases, emphasizing their roles, strengths, and limitations in disease forecasting. It 

highlights the significance of leveraging deep learning techniques, such as Convolutional Neural Networks 

(CNNs), Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs), Long Short-Term Memory Networks (LSTMs), Gated 

Recurrent Units (GRUs), and Transformer Models, in analysing vast data sets comprising epidemiological, 

genomic, and social interaction data. The review discusses how these models aid in disease outbreak 

forecasting, transmission understanding, and hotspot identification for diseases like influenza and COVID-

19, enabling more accurate predictions and faster responses. It also explores the strengths and limitations of 

each model, addressing their applications in disease prediction and control. Finally, the review emphasizes 

the ethical and practical challenges associated with deploying deep learning in public health, aiming to 

enhance our preparedness for future global health crises through improved disease prediction.  

8.1 Summary of Findings 

This journal evaluates the effectiveness of various deep learning models for predicting communicable 

diseases. It covers models like CNNs, RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs, and transformers, highlighting their 

applications in disease forecasting and understanding transmission dynamics using diverse data sources. 

Emphasizing improved accuracy and faster response times, it showcases the significant contributions of 

these models in proactive public health measures against diseases like influenza and COVID-19. The paper 

also addresses challenges and ethical considerations in employing these models, aiming to enhance global 

health crisis preparedness. Overall, it offers insights into deep learning applications for disease prediction, 

serving as a guide for future research and public health strategies.  

8.2Recommendations for Future Research 

The paper focuses on models like CNNs, RNNs, LSTMs, GRUs, and Transformer models, examining their 

strengths and limitations in disease prediction. It highlights the application of these models in different 

aspects, such as image-based disease prediction, temporal analysis, handling temporal dependencies, and 

attention mechanisms in disease forecasting. The review emphasizes how these models contribute to faster 

response times and more accurate predictions, aiding proactive measures by public health authorities. 

Additionally, it addresses challenges and ethical considerations related to deploying deep learning in public 

health. Overall, the study serves to provide insights into the evolving field of deep learning models for 

predicting communicable diseases and offers recommendations for future research in this area. 
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