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ABSTRACT

This study examines the pivotal role of education and social mobility in mitigating socioeconomic
inequality. Utilizing a mixed-methods approach, it combines quantitative data from national and
international datasets with qualitative insights from semi-structured interviews. The findings reveal
that while education significantly enhances social mobility, systemic barriers such as unequal access
to quality education, labor market discrimination, and socioeconomic disparities limit its
effectiveness. The study identifies key mechanisms linking educational attainment to upward mobility
and proposes evidence-based policy recommendations to foster educational equity and social mobility,
contributing to a more inclusive society.

INTRODUCTION

This research paper investigates the critical role of education in promoting social mobility and
reducing socioeconomic inequality, offering a stepwise analysis from theoretical frameworks to policy
recommendations. Socioeconomic inequality is a global challenge, characterized by disparities in
income, resource access, and opportunities for upward mobility. Education is widely recognized as a
cornerstone for addressing these disparities by equipping individuals with skills and credentials that
enhance economic prospects. However, systemic barriers often hinder its potential as an equalizer.
This study employs a mixed-methods approach to explore how education influences social mobility,
drawing on statistical trends and lived experiences. By synthesizing quantitative data from global
datasets and qualitative insights from interviews, this paper aims to provide actionable policy insights
for fostering a more equitable society. The research aligns with the scholarly emphasis on publishing
impactful work to advance academic discourse and inform real-world applications, contributing
significantly to the understanding of inequality reduction strategies.

IDENTIFY, RESEARCH AND COLLECT IDEA

It’s the foremost preliminary step for proceeding with any research work writing. While doing this go
through a complete thought process of your Journal subject and research for its viability by following
means:

1) Read already published work in the same field.

2) Goggling on the topic of your research work.

3) Attend conferences, workshops and symposiums on the same fields or on related counterparts.

4) Understand the scientific terms and jargon related to your research work.

WRITE DOWN YOUR STUDIES AND FINDINGS

Now it is the time to articulate the research work with ideas gathered in above steps by adopting any
of below suitable approaches:
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A. Bits and Pieces together

In this approach combine all your researched information in form of a journal or research paper. In
this researcher can take the reference of already accomplished work as a starting building block of its
paper.

This approach works the best in guidance of fellow researchers. In this the authors continuously
receives or asks inputs from their fellows. It enriches the information pool of your paper with expert
comments or up gradations. And the researcher feels confident about their work and takes a jump
to start the paper writing.

B. Use of Simulation software

There are numbers of software available which can mimic the process involved in your research work
and can produce the possible result. One of such type of software is Mat lab. You can readily find
Miles related to your research work on internet or in some cases these can require few modifications.
Once these Miles are uploaded in software, you can get the simulated results of your paper and it ease
the process of paper writing. As by adopting the above practices all major constructs of a research
paper can be written and together compiled to form complete research ready for Peer review.

A. Research Approach and Methodology

This study adopted the” Bits and Pieces together” approach, synthesizing literature from key scholars
[1, 2, 4] and empirical data to form a cohesive research paper. An explanatory sequential mixed-
methods design was employed. Quantitative data from cross-sectional surveys (e.g., World Bank,
OECD, UNESCO) analyzed educational attainment and social mobility indices across developed and
developing countries. Qualitative data was collected via 40 semi-structured interviews with educators,
policymakers, and individuals from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds, conducted under the
guidance of Prof. Avinash Kumar. Regression analysis assessed education’s impact on mobility, while
thematic analysis using NVivo identified barriers and facilitators.

B. Theoretical Frameworks

Human Capital Theory [1, 5] posits that education enhances productivity and earnings, facilitating
upward mobility. Social Reproduction Theory [2, 3] argues that education perpetuates inequalities by
favoring those with cultural and social capital. Meritocracy [7] suggests education can equalize
opportunities, but structural barriers often limit its efficacy.

C. Key Barriers Identified

Qualitative findings revealed barriers such as lack of financial resources (65% of participants), poor-
quality schools in rural areas (58%), and limited access to higher education (42%). Quantitative data
corroborated these, showing tertiary education enrollment in India at 12% for the lowest income
quintile versus 58% for the highest.

GET PEER REVIEWED

Here comes the most crucial step for your research publication. Ensure the drafted journal is critically
reviewed by your peers or any subject matter experts. Always try to get maximum review comments
even if you are well confident about your paper.

For this study, the draft was reviewed by faculty members at Galgotias University’s School of
Business, including experts in sociology and economics, and external researchers specializing in
education policy. Feedback focused on clarifying methodological details, strengthening the linkage
between quantitative and qualitative findings, and refining policy recommendations. These comments
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were incorporated to enhance the paper’s rigor and clarity, ensuring it meets the standards for
publication.

IMPROVEMENT AS PER REVIEWER COMMENTS

Analyze and understand all the provided review comments thoroughly. Now make the required
amendments in your paper. If you are not confident about any review comment, then don’t forget to
get clarity about that comment. And in some cases, there could be chances where your paper receives
number of critical remarks. In that cases don’t get disheartened and try to improvise the maximum.
This completes the entire process required for widespread of research work on open front. Generally,
all International Journals are governed by an Intellectual body and they select the most suitable paper
for publishing after a thorough analysis of submitted paper. Selected paper gets published (online
and printed) in their periodicals. For this study, reviewer comments were carefully analyzed, and
clarifications were sought from Prof. Avinash Kumar on ambiguous feedback regarding statistical
robustness. Key revisions included adding detailed explanations of regression model assumptions,
integrating additional qualitative quotes to support thematic findings, and specifying actionable policy
recommendations, such as targeted subsidies for rural schools. Despite initial critical remarks on data
generalizability, these were addressed by acknowledging limitations and emphasizing the study’s
mixed-methods strength, ensuring the paper’s suitability for publication.

CONCLUSION

A conclusion section is not required. Although a conclusion may review the main points of the paper,
do not replicate the abstract as the conclusion. A conclusion might elaborate on the importance of the
work or suggest applications and extensions.

This research underscores education’s potential as a catalyst for social mobility and a tool for reducing
socioeconomic inequality, yet its efficacy is constrained by systemic barriers such as unequal access
to quality education and labor market discrimination. The study’s mixed-methods approach highlights
the need for comprehensive policies that enhance educational equity, such as universal early childhood
education and targeted subsidies for disadvantaged regions. These findings have significant
implications for policymakers aiming to foster inclusive societies. Future research could extend this
work by examining longitudinal impacts of educational interventions or exploring intersectional
factors, such as gender and ethnicity, to further refine

strategies for inequality reduction.

RESULTS OR FINDINGS

Quantitative analysis demonstrated strong correlations between educational attainment and social
mobility, with higher mobility in countries with equitable education systems (e.g., UK: 72 social
mobility index) compared to developing nations (e.g., India: 36). Table 1 presents educational
attainment and mobility by socioeconomic group.

© 2025,IJSREM | www.ijsrem.com DOI: 10.55041/IJ]SREM50599 | Page 3



http://www.ijsrem.com/

27 N3y
%‘JSREMta

e-Journal

nternational Journal of Scientific Research in Engineering and Management (IJSREM)
Re5ad~  Volume: 09 Issue: 06 | June - 2025 SJIF Rating: 8.586 ISSN: 2582-3930

Table 1: Educational Attainment by Socioeconomic Group

Country Literacy Rate (% Tertiary Enrollment (%) Social Mobility Index Top 10% Mobility

(%)

USA 99 44 67 85
UK 99 53 72 88
India 77 27 36 74
Brazil 93 34 41 70
South Africa 87 19 33 68

Qualitative themes underscored education as both an opportunity and obstacle, the influence of family
and community capital, and labor market discrimination as a mobility constraint. Developed countries
exhibited higher returns on education, while developing countries faced entrenched inequities.

DISCUSSION

The findings support Human Capital Theory by confirming education’s role in enhancing earnings
and mobility but also align with Social Reproduction Theory, as systemic barriers perpetuate
inequality. Educational dis- parities, driven by unequal funding and access, significantly limit
mobility, particularly in developing countries. Policies promoting equitable education, such as
universal early childhood education and anti-discrimination measures, were found to enhance
mobility. The study emphasizes the necessity of addressing both educational and structural
inequalities holistically.

APPENDIX

Q6. Did Education Improve Social Status? Q7. Type of School Attended
Q8. Financial Obligations?

Q9. Perceived Barrier to Mobility: Policy Failure

Q10. Do Current Policies Promote Equality? Partially
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