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Abstract: Vedas are known as origin of Indian
knowledge tradition. In Vedas, we find the teachings of
various subjects. Today, after seeing the functioning of
NEP 2020; we come to understand that original source
of every subject can be found in Vedic texts.

Even in our daily life, we face various difficulties, ups
and downs occurred in this phenomenal world.
Sometimes, a situation comes in every human’s life
where he gets no way to be free from those hustles.

In this Situation, Veda motivates us to get rid from those
odd situations. They say that all the objects are moving
automatically and following a universal law by which all
the universal creatures are bound. As Gita says
Bhramayan sarva bhatani yantraradhani mayaya
Upanisad says that even sun, moon, stars and other
planets are also moving with a certain law.

Bhissmat vatah pavate, bhisodeti siiryah.

Bhisasmadagniscendrasca, mrtyurdhavati paiicamah.
Through these verses, a man should know that if he
faces some difficulties on any stage of life; he should
not be get tensed because there is a solution for every
problem. As our Indian seers say that there is a cause for
each action. So, when it happens something new or
different in one’s life, he should try to know the reason
behind that.

So, an analysis of deterministic verses of Vedic texts
will be discussed in this paper.
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Introduction

Vedic thoughts and teachings are dedicated to
mankind’s quest to gain knowledge of the phenomenal
world as well as what lies beyond. The Upanisads
consist of such mystic knowledge and facts. The
statements given in the Upanisads by the seers convey
so many facts about both the macro and the micro level.
It means that the teachings in the Upanisads are about
this empirical world, which can be seen by humans
directly and experienced through their sense organs, and

also about the micro world which is far beyond the grasp
of the creatures of this world. Moreover, the Upanisads
teach that the ultimate goal of human life is to know and
understand this micro world and the power which makes
both these worlds functional. So these realities can be
known by man through these philosophical teachings.

Super-Determinism in the Upanisads

Besides the concepts of Free-Will and Determinism,
Upanisads also talk about Super-determinism. All the
Upanisads convey this message to mankind that there is
one cosmic law which is responsible for the macrocosm
as well as the microcosm. From the huge galaxies,
planets, the sky, the Sun, the moon to the minute insects,
everything exists and dances to the tunes of one invisible
player. This one law is applied from within the universe.
It resides inside each of the components and operates
them from the inside. This virtue of Upanisadic thought
was conveyed to the minds of Western philosophers and
scientists. After assimilating this, they merged both the
subjective and the objective approaches of the world
together.

The oneness of the deterministic thought of Upanisadic
philosophy which has been discussed in Vedic Sanskrit
is followed by the Western intellectual world in its
practical reality. The Upanisads are full of various kinds
of statements which confirm the existence of a universal
law responsible for the planned survival of the world. In
this context, on the one hand, the Upanisads talk about
Rta and Satya. These are the two aspects which explain
the sustenance of the physical world. When
Tattiriyopanisad said:

Rtam vadisyami, satyam vadi,sydmi.1

These two terms Rza and Satya stand as an expression of
the universal law of the Upanisads. Sankara has
commented that, Rtam yathashastram yathdakartavyam
buddhau supariniscitamartham .... satyam iti sa eva

vakkayabhyam sampadyamanah®

! Tattiriyopanisad- 1/1
2 Tattiriyopanisad Sarikarabhashya- 1/1
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Here, Rta implies the power according to whose
directions all the components of nature maintain their
order. Then, when one explains this truth through Vak, it
is uttered as Satya. Thus, Rfa and satya are two bases
upon which the universal motion depends.

Secondly, to prove the deterministic aspect of creation,
Upanisad consists of five types of sentences which
demonstrate a planned and systematic running of the
universe. These five kinds of sentences are:

Utpatti- Yato va imani bhitani jayante®

Sthiti- yen jatani jivanti’
Samhara- yatprayantyabhisamvisanti®
Pravesa- Tat srstva tadevdnuprdvis’at.6

Niyamana- Bhisasmat vatah pavate, bhisodeti siryah
Bhishasmadagniscendrasca mrtyurdhavati

paricama.”

These sentences express a Super-deterministic thinking
about the universe. The empirical world runs according
to this process which is mentioned in the Upanisadic
Verses.

All the objects of the universe are running in accordance
with the commands of the one Ultimate reality. The
medium through which this process unfolds is termed as
‘Maya’ in the Upanisad. Pure consciousness is Brahman
but it has to take the support of ‘Maya’ to run the
worldly process.

Gita also talks of five components which are necessary
to perform an action. These are Adhisthata,
karta, karana, cesta and daivam. The last one Daivam
represents the Super-determinism which is indicated in
the Upanisads. The Sloka says:

Adhisthanam tatha kartda karanam ca prthakvidham,
Vividhasca prthakcesta daivam caivatra paﬁcamarﬂ.8

Further, Gita explains this fact more clearly in the
following sloka. It says that these five components are
important for a man to perform an action.

Due to one’s ignorance, one believes himself to be the
doer. However, he is not responsible for his actions,

3 Tattiriyo- 3.1
4 ibid

5 ibid

6 1bid. 2/6

7 Ibid-2/8/1

8 Gita-18/14

philosophically. Such a person is refered to as ‘Akarta’
in the following Shloka:

Tatraivam sati kartaram atmanam kevalam tu yah,
Sa Pasyatyakatrtbuddhitvanna pasyati sa durmatih.’

Even the Sun and the moon are bound to follow the
universal process. The Sun has to rise and set daily at
dawn and dusk. Like the sun, the rest of nature also
follows its schedule. Nothing can violate this law as
said:

Yatascodeti siiryam astam yatra ca gacchati.

Tam deva sarve arpitatstadu natyeti kascana.™
The next verse of the Upanisad describes the
immortality of that cosmic reality. As:

Isano bhiitabhavyasya sa evadya sa u svah.™*

Here, the term ‘Zsana’ stands for the ruler of the past and
the future. It should be clear that this ruler is different
from the ruler of the classical era. In the classical era, it
was believed that God ruled the world from the outside
by rewarding and punishing His creatures. However, the
Upanisadic ‘isana’ rules the world from inside the
without any granting any rewards or punishments.

The entire universe is able to survive, by the grace of
the cosmic cause. As said:

Tameva  bhantamanubhdti  sarvam, tasya bhdsa

sarvamidam vibhati.*?

Here, the term ‘bhantam’ and ‘bhasa’ literally mean
‘light” but in the super-deterministic context these
should be understood as grace or the process of single
reality.

Man is bound to follow the cosmic law imposed by the
Ultimate reality not from the outside, but rather from
within oneself, which is the basis for all creatures. It is
possible that due to one’s ignorance, one would find this
reality detached from himself. After gaining knowledge,
man finds himself in unison with the cosmic reality.
This is the lesson learnt from the next verse of the
Upanisad.

9 lbid -18/16

10 Katho. 2.1.9

11 Katho. 2.1.13

2 Mundako. 2.2.10
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Sarvajive sarvasansthe brhante asmin hanso bhramyate
brahmacakre.

Prthagatmanam preritaram ca matva

Jjustastatastenamrtatvameti. 13

The Gita also preaches in the same context:
Utkramantam sthitam vapi bhunjanam va gunanvitam,
Vimiidha nanupasyanti pasyanti jianacaksusah.**
Determinism in Cartesian Philosophy

Rene Descartes was considered a great philosopher in
his time. Owing to the influence of his thoughts, the
time period is called Cartesian era. Most of his
philosophy is based on human beings. Man is
conceptualised as a head in his philosophical
discussions, as is reflected in his famous saying ‘I think
therefore I exist’ (Cogito ergo sum).’ Here, the thinker
is the man and his thinking is the only identity of his
existence. His thoughts might be right or wrong, but it
has a distinct place for Rene Descartes. In the discussion
about Determinism, Cartesian philosophy presents a
ruling picture of man in society.

The philosophy of Rene Descartes begins with the
‘doubt’. For any kind of knowledge, doubt is the starting
point. It is man who begins to doubt, and this brings to
him knowledge. Descartes himself says:

“If he doubted, then something or someone must be
doing the doubting, therefore the very fact that he
doubted proved his existence.”*®

Free Will, Determinism & Super-Determinism: In
Contemporary Society and Environment

Even though we live in the pious land where seers were
enlightened with Upanisadic knowledge which preached
to man that he should adopt the Super-deterministic
thought process, yet we follow the Free Will philosophy
more. Under the latter men assume that they are free to
choose any profession and work according to their own
choice. It doesn’t matter whether it would be unsuitable
for other beings. While performing any act he only
thinks that the action he is going to perform should be
beneficial for his own fate, not others. In this way he
might do certain activities which might even harm

13 Svetasvatara. 1.6

14 |bid.-15/10

15 Descartes Rene, Principals of Philosophy

16 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ren%C3%A9_Descartes

society. With his materialistic thinking, he might feel
that he has progressed and achieved success which
would make his fate shine, but this is only in the short
run. In the end, he would get frustrated and stressed
because while running for materialistic things, man puts
the thought of the rest of the world behind, but it is
equally important.

In today’s materialistic world, people consume the
resources according to their own need. If they have a lot
of money then they purchase more commodities to make
their life comfortable. In this sense, it is true that an
individual’s life becomes comfortable but the harm
caused to nature by this can’t be denied. Today, most of
the minerals and other natural resources are running out
and it has become very difficult to conserve them for the
coming generations. Nature is being used by people
according to their unimportant needs. Thus there is a
huge imbalance in the natural replenishment of our
valuable resources. Nature is over consumed and it is
very difficult to maintain its equilibrium for the survival
of mankind. Man is busy in constructing houses and
clearing out forested lands, purchasing vehicles which
are not needed, storing electric appliances which
consume more electricity than required and converting
the naturally scenic places nto commercial hubs etc. All
these acts have created a problem for the natural
processes of the world and ruined the structure of nature.
Just because nature doesn’t speak human language
doesn’t mean that it is dead and has no complaints.
Nature is fully conscious and tries to maintain a balance
even in such pathetic situations. When human acts make
it unbalanced then it tries to maintain its own balance.

Various natural disasters are evidences of this. Floods at
a pilgrimage, Kedarnath (India) in 2013 converted the
entire place to a property-less area and left the place
totally barren. Recent earthquakes in Nepal are also
clues to the fact that when nature reshapes itself it won’t
consider the impact on human lives. (Fig)

" BEFORE BiSASTER

AFTER NSASTER

Figure: Kedarnath Disaster in 2013
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rdance with his
Free Will. If a person with a family thinks freely and
only ensures that his earnings are enough for his living,
then the family system will collapse. This can be seen in
contemporary societies in various countries. If both the
husband and the wife are working, then they are
mutually independent and if they don’t provide for the
expenses of their dependents then it creates a problem in
their family. Consequently they might even end up with
a divorce. This trend is on the rise in India lately.
According to a report of Hindustan Times in January
2015, ten years ago the divorce rate in India was just 1
in 1000 married couples but now it has increased to 13
per 1000 couples. In the US this is 500 per 1000
couples.t’

Conclusion

The Upanisads are the foundational texts that preach
about Super-deterministic thinking. They teach man to
think before acting and consume all natural things
within a limit. Tyaktena Bhunjitha’ of
Isavasyopanisad and the ‘Yo vai bhima tat sukham’ of
Chandogyopanisad are the key concepts of Upanisadic
Super-determinism. There are so many verses of the
Upanisads which convey similar thoughts. Upanisadic
seers were aware that only this kind of thinking could
bring prosperity and happiness to a family, society and
country. Thus they gave this knowledge for the welfare
of everyone.

‘Tena
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